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Mission statement
The mission of the IUCN SSC Marine Turtle 
Specialist Group (MTSG) is to develop 
and support strategies, set priorities and 
provide tools that promote and guide the 
conservation of marine turtles and their 
ecological roles and habitats.

Projected impact 2021–2025
During the 2021-2025 quadrennium, the 
Marine Turtle Specialist Group (MTSG) 
will disseminate essential knowledge about 
the status of sea turtles globally through 
reports and networking that will inform 
scienti�c publications, management 
strategies and action plans. The group will 
also update Regional Management Units 
(RMUs) and conservation priorities for sea 
turtles, which guide IUCN Red Listing as 
well as conservation and management 
strategies at local, national, and interna-
tional levels. Through ‘Regional Reports’ 
and other publications and reports, the  
group will continue to provide sea turtle 
researchers and conservationists with the 
most up-to-date and essential information 
to enable them to take the effective actions 
to protect sea turtles and their habitats at 
regional or local levels, thereby bene�ting 
the status of sea turtles all over the world.

Targets 2021–2025

http://seaturtle.org/
https://www.iucn-mtsg.org


T-005  Update and renew Regional 
Management Units (subpopulations).  
(KSR 6)

Number of technical documents provided to 
support RL assessments/reassessments: 
1

Result description: The newly published 
regional management units will now form 
the framework for subpopulation Red List 
assessments. All new assessments will 
use updated boundaries and subpopula-
tion delineations published in the updated 
RMUs.

Research activities

T-002  Produce 10 Regional Reports (at 
least partially completed) covering over 80% 
of countries where sea turtles occur. (KSR 5)

Number of publications produced in internal 
journals of SSC groups: 27

Result description: Nine reports were pub-
lished each year and or updated making 
a total of 27 reports and we have now 
reached the goal of 80% coverage.

T-005  Update and renew Regional 
Management Units (subpopulations).  
(KSR 5)

Number of research projects completed or 
supported by SSC members per taxonomic 
group and region: 1

Result description: The process of updating 
regional management units was completed 
by MTSG members and results were pub-
lished in a peer-reviewed article.

T-008  Complete a “conservation priorities 
portfolio”– a risk and threat assessment for 
all sea turtle subpopulations (regional man-
agement units) updated from 2010. (KSR 5)

Number of research projects completed or 
supported by SSC members per taxonomic 
group and region: 0 

Result description: An analysis of sea turtle 
risk and threats has been conducted by 
over 135 experts using newly published 
sea turtle regional management units. The 
assessments have been analysed and pre-
liminary results are being shared with the 
MTSG for comment before publication.

Summary of achievements
Total number of targets 2021–2025: 7

Geographic regions: 7 Global

Actions during 2023:

Assess: 5 (KSR 5, 6)

Overall achievement 2021–2025:

n Not initiated n On track n Achieved 

1 (14%)                 3 (43%)                            3 (43%)

A Leatherback Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea)  
nesting in Trinidad 
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