
Mountain Update is a quarterly newsletter distributed to members of the Mountain Protected Areas Network.   

The Mountain Specialist Group acknowledges the First Peoples and Nations of the lands and waters where we live and work and we pay 
our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge and respect the deep spiritual connection and the 
relationship they have to Country.  

The views expressed in this UPDATE are not necessarily those of the IUCN WCPA.   
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! ƴƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 

Welcome to the 122th Mountain UPDATE.  It seems many 
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America—north 

 Possibility of national park in 

 Peel Watershed being re-

 explored: Canada 

News of the Canadian government’s intention 
to explore creation of a new national park in 
Yukon Territory’s on Gwich’in and First Nation 
of Na-Cho Nyäk Dun territory is welcome, say 
staff at Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation 
Initiative. 

Lands and waters being considered include the 

mailto:peopleinnature@bigpond.com
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  Europe 

 Wolf—Dog 

The Guardian March 2024  

Crom the moment the rangers first saw him on their trail cameras, the 
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/mar/10/derek-gow-the-rewilding-enthusiast-wants-to-bring-back-the-wolf
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SE Asia—Oceania 

 Action on feral horses: Kosciuszko NP, Australian Alps 

From Invasive Species Council & The Guardian May 2024 

aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рΣллл ŦŜǊŀƭ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎǳƭƭŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƻǎŎƛǳǎȊƪƻ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
ǇŀǊƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ b{² ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 
ǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǇƛƴŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ 

Conservationists said for the first time the number of horses removed from the park would exceed the annual growth in 
horse populations, giving hope that a major threat for under-pressure ecosystems was starting to be addressed. 

Data released by the government this week shows 5,539 horses have been killed since aerial shooting resumed late last 
year. A further 427 horses were removed through other methods, such as trapping and rehoming and ground shooting, 
since the last population surveys in October, which estimated the number of feral horses in the park had ballooned to 
17,000. 

Feral horses on the plains above Kiandra in the Kosciuszko national park. Photo: Mike Bowers/The Guardian  

“The numbers speak for themselves. There have been simply too many wild (feral) horses in Kosciuszko national park,” Minister Sharpe 
(above with image of endangered Broad-tooth rat) said. “The NSW government is delivering on its commitment to protect and restore 
our environment, and I am sure we will soon see the benefits for our native plants and animals as well as our precious alpine 

¢ƘŜ LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ’ǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ’ǎ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ’ǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
Řŀǘŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мм ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ нм ȅŜŀǊǎ 
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Oceania
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{ŎǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭǳǎ  

Indigenous Filipinos fight to protect biodiverse mountains from mining   CǊƻƳ aƻƴƎŀōŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнп  
At the foothills of the Victoria-Anepahan Mountains in the Philippines’, the Indigenous Tagbanua have lived with the 
rhythms of nature for generations. They rely on the lush landscape for everything they need, from food and water to 
nontimber products.  

But their forest and way of life are under threat as mining companies covet the mountains for their nickel and other 
mineral resources, which are highly sought after for the global transition to renewable energy.  The Indigenous Tagbanua 
are organizing to halt these mining plans before they begin, along with downstream farmers, church and civil society 
groups. Concerns raised by the Tagbanua and other mining opponents include loss of land and livelihood, reduced supply of 
water for irrigation, and damage to a unique and biodiverse ecosystem. 

Aurora borealis fills an overnight 

sky, with rare sightings all over 

Europe - The Grossglockner 

mountains near Zell am See in 

Austria 11 May 2024 

tƘƻǘƻΥ WCYκ!t!κ!CtκDŜǧȅ 

Tanzania’s ‘mountain of millipedes’ yields six new species 
 
Scientists have recently described six new species of millipedes, including one from an entirely new genus, in Tanzania’s 
Eastern Arc Mountains. This brings the number of new species found in the Udzungwa Mountains since 2014 to 81 — 
further confirming the rich biodiversity of these isolated mountain blocks. 

L/Lah5 bŜǿǎ aŀȅ нлнп As Afghanistan reels from flash floods that have killed more than 300 people and destroyed 
thousands of homes, the countries of the Hindu Kush Himalaya are braced for what might be a difficult monsoon season 
ahead, with experts warning of above average temperatures, and higher rainfall for Bhutan, India, Nepal, and Pakistan. The 
outlook for June to September comes after a heatwave broke temperature records across the region last month—Nepal 
saw wildfires blaze in every province when high temperatures followed below-average winter precipitation.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ’ǎ Ƴƻƴǎƻƻƴ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǘǊŜƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƳŜƭǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳŀŦǊƻǎǘ ς ǘƘŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƎƭǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŜǎ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǎƭƻǇŜǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǝƴƎ ƅŀǎƘ ƅƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘǎƭƛŘŜǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ  

Warmer & Wetter Monsoon Season 

Grizzly Bears ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнп 

In Washington, NPS has partnered with US Fish and Wildlife on a plan 
to reintroduce grizzly bears 
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¢ƻƻƭǎΣ tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ϧ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
Download App  

The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) 

mailto:peopleinnature@bigpond.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.icimod.prakopalert
https://www.icimod.org/
https://newsletters.fao.org/c/1BuRGrUgC3b3DJiZnncdJ6mEgM
https://newsletters.fao.org/c/1BuRGvTBXtUp8HhJzeLC4Plgmn
https://bioone.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c96bf0ec63cc75c323952cced&id=e3944faabe&e=f6fb2cd0a8
https://www.mrd-journal.org/
http://url3193.iucn-crm.org/ls/click?upn=u001.4CrdIT8XuWERHNjNUFa3D0mGl6lTqkgt2Z8cAazP-2BRhSTnpcnGLhnPfQr15ZfmilrLHVArxpmgoVbi6nnV9FLn0juT8wXV55EP1CMe2DaBU-3DX3jX_aBKTYMFMR-2FtBh7wnCZvcCcIt-2BDlB-2FkclzeRkYSFvlx2o6BSjZKkMR8c00OiPoI2mIVeeMcAa0GVvlQH8Uwc95g7uS-
mailto:cunhaemenezes@gmail.com
https://newsletters.fao.org/c/1AWSIWWdj2cxnJRAhyh30QEucx
https://www.gmba.unibe.ch/
https://www.mountainresearchinitiative.org/
https://www.mountainresearchinitiative.org/
https://www.icimod.org/
http://www.fao.org/mountain-partnership/en/
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