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Change Dialogue 
during SB60 and advocates for using Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) in global adaptation 
efforts aligned with the goals and decisions of the UAE Framework for Global Climate 
Resilience. Informed by experiences of three transboundary mountain regions in Peru and 
Colombia, Nepal and Bhutan, and Kenya and Uganda from the IUCN initiative, ���‹�è�Í�+���2���Ù �˜�U�Ù
Mountain Ecosystem-Based Adaptation: building evidence, replicating success, and informing 
policy,�1 this brief provides key recommendations on means of implementation concerning 1) 

https://iucn.org/our-work/topic/ecosystem-based-adaptation/scaling-mountain-eba
https://iucn.org/our-work/topic/ecosystem-based-adaptation/scaling-mountain-eba
https://iucn.org/our-work/topic/ecosystem-based-adaptation/scaling-mountain-eba
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-41-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12299
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Vulnerability of mountain  ecosystems 
and their critical importance  in building 
resilience towards climate change  

Mountains are crucial in global 
ecosystems, providing millions of people 
with water, biodiversity, and livelihoods. 
As moist air rises over mountain ranges, it 
cools, condenses, and forms 
precipitation, stored as snow or glacier 
ice during wet seasons. This stored water 
is then gradually released downstream 
during dry seasons, providing a reliable 
supply for freshwater needs in densely 
populated areas, agriculture, and 
industry. Mountains �ó  'water towers', �ó 
are vital for sustaining human livelihoods, 
food security, and ecosystems 
downstream. They contribute significantly 
to the global economy, generating 4-18% 
of the world's GDP through various 
industries such as tourism, agriculture, 
and forestry.3 

Mountains also play a crucial role in 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-019-1822-y
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/chapter/summary-for-policymakers/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/chapter/summary-for-policymakers/
https://friendsofeba.com/
https://globalebafund.org/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/NWP-Bulletin-April-2022.html?soid=1117347475566&aid=Wa1wjKZnxHY
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/NWP-Bulletin-April-2022.html?soid=1117347475566&aid=Wa1wjKZnxHY
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/scaling_up_mountain_ecosystem-based_adaptation_impact_evaluation_may_24_23_lowest_resolution.pdf
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framework through its capacity-building 
activities to benefit wider audiences. 
Leveraging on its successes, Peru 
received Global EbA Fund financing to 
fund mountain-based projects, ensuring 
the continuity of EbA in mountain 

https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/scaling_up_mountain_ecosystem-based_adaptation_impact_evaluation_may_24_23_lowest_resolution.pdf
https://globalebafund.org/mountain-regions/
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2022-058-En.pdf
https://www.wavespartnership.org/
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/nov_3_22_nepal-information-brief.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/oct_31_2022_peru_information_brief.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/oct_30_2022_uganda-information-brief.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/oct_30_2022_bhutan-information-brief.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/oct_30_22_colombia-information-brief.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/nov_3_22_kenya-information-brief.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/50738



