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Mission statement
The AfRSG mission is to promote the devel-
opment and long-term maintenance of 
viable populations of the various sub-spe-
cies of African rhinos in the wild. 

Projected impact 2021–2025
The AfRSG wants to: (1) establish and 
enhance healthy and persistent rhino popu-
lations through advising and facilitating the 
efficient protection and dynamic biological 
management of African rhinos within their 
natural range; (2) foster multiple values of 
rhinos for all peoples’ well-being through 
promoting sustainable conservation; (3) 
facilitate research, collate information 
and report on the status of African rhinos 
to the IUCN and other parties; (4) support 
targeted communication to a wide range 
of stakeholders; (5) ensure effective lead-
ership through the capacity building and 
mentorship of the next generation of rhino 
conservationists; (6) promote sustainable 
finance and good governance for African 
rhino conservation, and (7) manage, 
monitor and evaluate the Group via effec-
tive, efficient, and transparent governance. 

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-006  Collection of rhino population data 
from all range states in 2022 and 2024. 
Status: On track

T-013



T-033  Fund the AfRSG secretariat to deliver 
on core activities through to the end of 
2024. 
Status: On track

T-035  Appoint a new Scientific Officer (SO), 
Programme Officer (PO) and Vice Chairs 
(VCs) for the specialist group. 
Status: On track

ACT

T-007



Library of Science, Biodiversity, Ecological 
Letters, Animals, African Journal of Wildlife 
Research, Biological Conservation, 
Ecological Economics, Global Ecology 
and Conservation, Journal for Nature 
Conservation, Journal of Accounting & 
Organizational Change, and Acta Ethologica. 
The SO also provided scientific support 
through the examination of the following 
PhD dissertation: ‘The effects of resource 
variability on the demographic rates of 
black and white rhinoceroses’.

T-030  Publish at least two rhino-related 
papers from AfRSG membership per year. 
(KSR 5)

Number of scientific publications about 
species research that acknowledge SSC 
affiliation: 27

Result description: A total of 27 peer-re-
viewed papers were published by members 
(although the actual number of papers with 
SSC acknowledgement is not known, we 
are encouraging amongst the members). 
These focus on factors including the effects 
of dehorning on population productivity, 
influences of rainfall on conceptions, 
factors influencing reproduction on Black 



T-037  Attend the EAZA TAG meeting. (KSR 1)

https://pachydermjournal.org/index.php/pachyderm/article/view/538
https://pachydermjournal.org/index.php/pachyderm/article/view/538
https://pachydermjournal.org/index.php/pachyderm/article/view/538



