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About IUCN 

 
IUCN is a membership Union uniquely composed of both government and civil 
society organisations. It provides public, private and non-governmental 
organisations with the knowledge and tools that enable human progress, 
economic development and nature conservation to take place together.  
 
Created in 1948, IUCN is now the world’s largest and most diverse environmental 
network, harnessing the knowledge, resources and reach of more than 1,400 
Member organisations and around 16,000 experts. It is a leading provider of 
conservation data, assessments and analysis. Its broad membership enables 
IUCN to fill the role of incubator and trusted repository of best practices, tools 
and international standards. 
 
IUCN provides a neutral space in which diverse stakeholders including 
governments, non-governmental organisations, scientists, businesses, local 
communities, indigenous peoples organisations and others can work together to 
forge and implement solutions to environmental challenges and achieve 
sustainable development.  
 
Working with many partners and supporters, IUCN implements a large and diverse 
portfolio of conservation projects worldwide. Combining the latest science with 
the traditional knowledge of local communities, these projects work to reverse 
habitat loss, restore ecosystems and improve people’s well-being.  
 
The IUCN Asia Regional Office, based in Bangkok, Thailand, functions as the 
central hub for IUCN’s operations in the region, serving 23 Statutory Countries 
through its office, staff and/or programmatic presence across Northeast, 
Southeast and South Asia. 
 
www.iucn.org/our-work/region/asia 
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With Members, Commissions and Secretariat, IUCN 
is uniquely placed to support species conservation 
in Asia. Many of the 292 IUCN Members in the 
region lead action on the ground to conserve 
species, or have mandates that are highly relevant 
to policy and planning frameworks for species 
conservation.  The IUCN Species Survival 

Commission (SSC) is a science-based network of 
more than 10,000 volunteer experts from almost 
every country of the world. These members also 
form over 160 different Specialist Groups, Red List 
Authorities and Task Forces.  
 
The year 2023 saw the completion of the IUCN 

Save Our Species (SOS) Gibbons initiative, which 
had launched in 2019 with funding by a private 
foundation from the Netherlands. Working with civil 
society organisations (CSOs), some of which are 
IUCN Members, as well as with the SSC Section on 
Small Apes, activities over the four years included 
conservation action on the ground, conservation 
planning to determine national priorities, supporting 
knowledge transfer of experiences among 

conservationists as well as communications 
activities to raise public awareness on the holistic 
benefit of conserving gibbons.  
 
For example, a project implemented in Indonesia by 
the Aspinall Foundation resulted in a 24 per cent 
increase in the population of rehabilitated and 
reintroduced Javan Silvery Gibbons at the Mount 
Tilu Nature Reserve. Two habituation and release 
camps were established within the reserve. 
Furthermore, the project facilitated the rehabilitation 
of 16 wild-born gibbons that had been confiscated 
from illegal pet trade.  
 
Meanwhile, CSOs renewed their commitment to 
biodiversity conservation at the Critical 

Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) midterm 
assessment workshop in Thailand. More than one 
hundred participants from 78 organisations based 
in 13 countries met in Kanchanaburi in June to 
present and discuss the results of their efforts to 
conserve biodiversity in the Indo-Burma 
Biodiversity Hotspot.  

















In addition to this the Asia region is well recognised 
to be one of the most vulnerable to the adverse 
impacts of climate change including sea-level rise, 
increased sea surface temperatures and extreme 
weather events. The sustainable use of the ocean 
cannot be achieved unless the management of all 
sectors of human activities affecting the ocean is 
coherent. Human impacts on the sea are no longer 
minor in relation to the overall scale of the ocean. A 
holistic overall approach is needed.  
 
In 2023, IUCN Asia’s Coastal and Marine Programme 
saw the launch of the Bay of Bengal Large 
Ecosystem Project Phase II (BOBLME II). With 
funding from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

– International Waters and the Norwegian Agency 

for Development Cooperation (Norad), this five-
year transboundary project aims to conserve and 
sustainably manage the ecosystem spanning 6.2 
million square kilometres, leading to safeguarding 
ecosystem services worth USD 240 billion over the 
next 25 years. This project will strengthen marine 
protected area management effectiveness in the Bay 
of Bengal countries and recognise the contribution 

of area based fisheries management to marine 
conservation targets. This work has been delivered 
through the 



since 2013 as a result of conservation efforts, but 
the rate of wetland loss is still negative, indicating 
that the loss of intertidal wetlands continues. 
 
At country level, IUCN in Myanmar assisted the 
establishment of two community-based fish 
conservation zones covering 10 hectares each in 
the Sittaung River. The two communities are 
managing the FCZs as no-take zones throughout 
the year through the participation of 100 local 
fishermen. This initiative is part of the Gulf of 
Mottama Project, funded by the Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation (SDC) and co-
implemented with two consortium partners, the 
HELVETAS Myanmar and Network Activities 

Group (NAG).  
 
In Pakistan, a coastal restoration project titled 
‘Building Resilience of Coastal Ecological and Social 
Systems of Pakistan’ launched in 2023, with funding 
from the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation. 
The main objective of the project is to enhance the 
resilience of coastal ecosystems and communities 
within distinct coastal regions of Pakistan, 
specifically in Jiwani Coastal Wetland and Miani 
Lagoon in Balochistan and Indus delta in Sindh.  
 
With the support from Coca-Cola Foundation, 

TCP Group, Save Andaman Network 

Foundation, GIZ and Accor, the IUCN Thailand 
Country Programme led collaborative efforts on 
community waste management in six sub-districts 
across three southern provinces - Phang Nga, 
Trang and Ranong. Over three project 
implementations and through partnerships with 
community members, governmental organisations 
at each administrative level have forged a 
comprehensive waste management framework 
from grassroots to policy levels, involving local 
communities at every step. From the project's 
inception until the conclusion in 2023, a total of 
1,823.44 tons of recyclable waste have been 
diverted from landfills and incinerators. This 
initiative has generated an estimated value of USD 
441,484 for communities, highlighting the collective 
contributions and engagement of project 
stakeholders and local residents in the targeted 
areas. 
 
Maeve Nightingale, who leads the Coastal and 

Marine Programme at IUCN Asia, stressed that 
‘’despite the pressures and challenges, it is a time  
of vibrancy and innovation across Asia when it 
comes to meeting coastal and marine conservation 
targets and learning how to  work effectively 
together, across agencies and interest groups, to 
achieve holistic and joined up  ecosystems 
management that benefits all”. 
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Community consultation meeting with fishers from Sittaung (Kyauk Seik) 
Village for establishment of FCZ in Sittaung River 
Q IUCN Myanmar





“In March 2023, the UN Water Conference was held in New York 
as the first in a generation. IUCN shared strong messages on 
the need to conserve freshwater ecosystems for biodiversity, 

climate adaptation and mitigation and water security. This is even more 
critical in Asia, which is particularly vulnerable to flood and drought, and 
where there is a steady decrease in freshwater biodiversity. The Water 
Programme in Asia is designed to tackle three important pillars of water 
management—the conservation of freshwater ecosystems and 
biodiversity, good water governance and driving investments in Nature-



Based Solutions (NbS) for water security,” said 
Raphaël Glémet, Senior Programme Officer, Water 
and Wetlands at IUCN Asia. 
 
In 2023, IUCN Asia continued supporting local and 
national efforts on transboundary water 
governance, through the IUCN Global Building 
River Dialogues and Governance Programme  
    



Bangladesh and India were selected to support the 
development of a youth engagement strategy for the 
WFP. 
 
The Indo-Burma Ramsar Regional Initiative, for 
which IUCN is the secretariat, held its sixth annual 
meeting in March in Vientiane, Lao PDR. The 
meeting convened government agencies 
(Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet 
Nam), civil society organisations and international 
organisations. The dialogue identified best 
practices for wetlands management and 
emphasised the urgent need to upscale wetlands 
conservation as NbS in the region. IUCN is also 
providing direct support to Lao PDR on the 
nomination of Siphandone, a riverine archipelago, 
as a Ramsar site and to Cambodia on revising the 
management plan for Stung Treng Ramsar Site. 
 
The water programme is significantly expanding its 
work on NbS for water management. In July, IUCN, 
UNEP and the Department of Water Resources, 
Government of Thailand, held the Thailand national 
inception workshop of the Mekong EbA South. This 
USD 7 million project aims to increase the resilience 
of beneficiary communities in the Young River Basin 
in Thailand and Tram Chim National Park in Viet 
Nam to the effects of droughts and floods through 
enhanced ecosystem management and restoration. 
IUCN is providing technical support to the design 

and implementation of Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation measures. IUCN is also partnering with 
the French Development Agency (AFD) and the 
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) on the 
development of a USD 100 million Green Climate 
Fund (GCF) proposal on Wetlands-based 
Adaptation in Asia. The feasibility study identified 
large-scale opportunities for CSOs to lead wetlands 
restoration, engage the private sector in new 
wetlands-based value chains and highlighted the 
need for tailored technical assistance to 
governments to mainstream the value of wetlands 
across sectors. 
 
Throughout 2023, IUCN supported several trainings 
and dialogues on mainstreaming NbS for the water 
sector, with national and provincial government 
representatives, CSOs, universities and 
researchers. The topics ranged from integrating 
NbS into river basin strategies, springshed revival, 
as well as national water and disaster management 
policy. Working together with the Stimson Center 
in Mekong countries, the Asian Disaster 

Preparedness Center (ADPC) in South Asian 
countries and the International Centre for 

Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) in 
Bhutan, these discussions provided opportunities 
to highlight the benefits of NbS throughout Asia. 
Over 270 representatives from 11 countries 
participated in the events. 
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IUCN’s Restoration Initiative (TRI) project in China, or 
GEF6-TRI China, has worked to improve the 
ecological health of state-owned forest farms (SFFs) 
to ensure that they provide long-term, sustainable 
ecosystem services, including clean water, soil 
productivity and stability, and carbon sequestration. 
Together with the National Forestry and Grassland 

Administration (NFGA), TRI China had worked at 
three different sites and seven SFFs to pilot new 
approaches to management, including FLR. Lessons 
from these experiences will be scaled up and 
incorporated in the management plans of the 
broader network of SFFs. 
 
In its last year of implementation, TRI China project 
supported 16 pilot SFFs in implementing the FLR-
based Innovative Forest Management Restoration 
Plans (IFMR Plans), restoring nearly 230,000 
hectares of degraded areas and benefiting more 
than 340,000 people directly and indirectly. The 
IFMR Plans were developed in the previous year, by 
incorporating elements of IUCN’s Restoration 

Opportunities Assessment Methodology 

(ROAM) and FLR principles. 

The impacts of the project are also extend beyond 
the sixteen SFFs. Capacity building and awareness Nationa Tw 0 T<>> [(Nationa Tw 0 T<>>6din)]T9<>>BDC 
( )Tj
EMC 
/P <<>2W8.1E22.49w 22.564 0 Td
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0.01w -22.554 -1-22.554 -1.6 Trangersixteen SFFs. Capacity building and awareness    



framework, ensuring it aligns with international best 
practices, regional priorities and the UN Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration. 
 
A major catalyst for the creation of RESULT Asia 
was the FLR Asia Investment Forum, co-organised 
by FAO, IUCN and United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and held on 15-16 November. 
This event drew participants from across the region, 
and hightlighted the critical need for increased 
investment in restoring degraded landscapes. The 
Forum underscored the interconnectedness of 
restoration efforts with global biodiversity and 
climate targets, as well as the importance of 
securing livelihoods.  
 
IUCN also expanded its commitment to landscape 
restoration in 2023 by becoming a member of the 
Landscape Partnership Asia (LPA) Management 
Team. LPA is a collaborative platform driving 
investments in the restoration of Asia's drylands 
and drought-prone areas. Alongside key partners 
like AFoCO, CIFOR-ICRAF and GEA, IUCN will help 
ensure the integration of scientific knowledge, local 
community engagement and best practices in 
restoration initiatives. This partnership highlights 
IUCN's focus on building resilience in forests, 
rangelands and agricultural landscapes, as well as 
improving livelihoods in these crucial regions. 

On forest conservation, IUCN and FAO were 
selected to co-lead the GEF-8 Indo-Malaya Critical 
Forest Biome Integrated Programme, which 
represents a significant investment in the 
conservation of Asia's vital primary forests. It 
focuses on improving the management of protected 
and conserved areas and their buffer zones, 
enhancing governance, partnerships, knowledge 
 sharing, communications for primary forest 
conservation and sustainable use, in addition to 
scaling up sustainable financing to conserve 
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h i l e  I U C N  h a s  b e e n  a  l e a d  a d v o c a t e  o f  t h e  N b S ,  t h e i r

 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c y  u p t a k e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  f u l l y

 

explored in urban settings. This is what the “Urban Resilience

 B u i l d i n g  a n d  N a t u r e � 8  1 p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o  a d d r e s s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s  o f  T h a i l a n d  a s  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t n e r ,  a s  well as four partners - ADPC, RECOFTC ’ The Center for People andForests, Thailand Environment Institute (TEI) and Urban Design andDevelopment Center. 



The project, funded by the International Climate 

Initiative (IKI) of the German Federal Ministry for 

the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building 

and Nuclear Safety (BMUV), will target two 



The year 2023 saw IUCN Asia expand its presence among various 
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Working closely with the United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP), IUCN Asia set up an exhibition booth 
during the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development (APFSD) in March and the ESCAP 
Commission in May. The May exhibition resulted in 
a collaborative booth jointly organised by the 
Embassy of Japan in Thailand, Toyota Thailand and 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).  
 
During the ESCAP Commission, IUCN also co-
organised an official side event with the Japanese 
Embassy and ESCAP on implementing NbS for 
climate adaptation and mainstreaming them into 
policy.   
 
Given that the Group of Seven (G7) and Group of 
Twenty (G20) were each presided by an Asian 
country, the combination led to a great opportunity 
for IUCN to influence their discussions. The Former-
Director General of IUCN participated in the G7 
Ministers' Meeting on Climate, Energy and 
Environment in Sapporo, Japan, informing the 
Ministers of the existing and potential threats 
caused by invasive alien species. Meanwhile, the 

IUCN India Country Office worked with State 

Member India to facilitate the high-level 
participation of IUCN experts in G20 working group 
meetings in Mumbai and Gandhinagar.  
 
In August, the IUCN Regional Director for Asia and 
Hub Director for Oceania visited the Republic of 
Korea to join the UN Biodiversity Youth Forum, co-
organised by Ecomom Korea, an IUCN Member, 
and the UNEP. 
 
IUCN Asia closed the year welcoming more than 
twenty representatives from diplomatic missions 
and international organisations based in Bangkok, 
as well as the Government of Thailand, for a year-
end reception. Aside from giving an update on 
IUCN’s key priorities and projects, the event also 
celebrated the Union’s 75th anniversary. The 
reception was attended by H.E. Datuk Jojie Samuel, 
Ambassador of Malaysia to the Kingdom of 
Thailand, Mr Renaud Meyer, United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) Thailand Resident 
Representative, Mr Komkrit Setbubpha, Director of 
the Innovation Research and Development Division, 
National Park Office, among other dignitaries. 

(From right) Dr Yash Veer Bhatnagar, IUCN India Country Representative;  

Dr Dindo Campilan, IUCN Regional Director for Asia and Hub Director for Oceania; and David Goodman, Multilateral Policy Officer, IUCN Headquarters, attending the G20 Meeting in Chennai, India 

Q IUCN India/Yash Veer Bhatnagar







With a rich history spanning over seven decades, IUCN has consistently upheld its 
reputation as a democratic membership union. In Asia, IUCN has experienced 
substantial growth in organisational membership, as demonstrated by the 

addition of 9 new Member organisations in 2023, comprising two government agencies, one 
Indigenous Peoples’ Organisation and six NGOs. This addition has brought the total number 
of Members in Asia to 292 as of December 2023.  
 
In 2023, Bangladesh commemorated five decades of IUCN partnership. The Country Office 
hosted a 50-year anniversary event in March, gathering 300 participants and celebrating 
decades of IUCN collaboration with the State Member Bangladesh, represented by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. Joining the event in person, the IUCN 
Director General and Deputy Director General discussed further cooperation with Members. 



In China, the collaboration with the State Member 
represented by the Ministry of Natural Resources, 
resulted in the co-establishment of the Nature-
based Solutions (NbS) Asian Hub, marking a major 
milestone in the strategic collaboration on NbS.  
 
By becoming a part of the world's largest and oldest 
environmental network, IUCN Members collaborate 
to find practical solutions for our most urgent 
environmental and developmental challenges. They 
collectively take on leadership roles, participate in 
governance, and contribute to setting the 
organisation's strategic agenda. In return, Members 
gain access to IUCN's scientific credibility, 
unparalleled knowledge base, convening power, 

extensive networking opportunities, and the ability 
to influence high-level political, economic, and 
social decision-making processes.  
 
Joining IUCN allows Members to advance their own 
causes, enhance their credibility and capacity 
through association, and contribute to our collective 
strength in overcoming obstacles on the path to a 
sustainable future.  
 
To learn more about how your organisation can join 
IUCN, please contact our Membership Manager,  
Mr Raj Kumar.  
Contact information: Telephone: +66-2-6624029, 
Extension 117 Email: raj.kumar@iucn.org
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China Biodiversity Conservation and Green 
Development Foundation 
China Environmental Protection Foundation 
China Green Carbon Foundation 
China Green Foundation 
China Mangrove Conservation Network (legal 
name: Putian Green Sprout Coastal Wetlands 
Research Center) 
China Wild Plant Conservation Association 
China Wildlife Conservation Association 
Chinese Society of Forestry 
Cloud Mountain Conservation 
Community-Based Conservation and 
Development Research Center 
Eco Foundation Global 
Elion Foundation 
Friends of Nature (FON) 
Friends of the Country Parks 
Green Hunan 
Green Pine Care Foundation 
Guangdong Association of Natural Conservation 
Areas 
Guangdong Operation Earth Environmental 
Service Center 
Guangxi Biodiversity Research and Conservation 
Association 
Guangzhou Green City Environmental and Cultural 
Development Center 
Guangzhou Haizhu Wetland Center for Research 
and Education 
Hainan Tianxiang Magnolia Plant Conservation 
Research Center 
Information and Technology Service Center for 
Dynamic Monitoring on Modern TCM Resources 
International Alliance of Protected Areas 
Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences, MEE 
Qingdao Marine Conservation Society 
SEE Foundation 
Shan Shui Conservation Center 
Shanghai Daorong Conservation and Sustainable 
Development Center 
Shangri-La Institute for Sustainable Communities 
Shenzhen Dapeng Coral Conservation Volunteer 
Federation 
Shenzhen Mangrove Wetlands Conservation 
Foundation 
 
  

Shenzhen MangroTC 
nvir
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Centre for Environment Communication 
Centre for Environment Education -  
Nehru Foundation for Development 
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Malaysia 
 
State Member 
Department of Wildlife and National Parks - 
Peninsular Malaysia 
 
Government Agency 
Sabah Wildlife Department 
Sarawak Forestry Corporation Sdn Bhd 
The Sabah Parks Board of Trustees 
 
National NGO 
Malaysian Nature Society 
Marine Research Foundation 
World Wide Fund for Nature - Malaysia 
 
 
Maldives 
 
State Member 
Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and 
Technology 
 
National NGO 
Live & Learn Environmental Education 
 
 
Mongolia 
 
State Member 
Ministry of Environment, Green Development and 
Tourism 
 
National NGO 
Hustai National Park Trust 
 
Myanmar 

 
State Member 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Conservation 
 
National NGO 
Biodiversity And Nature Conservation Association 
 

Forest Resource Environment Development and 
Conservation Association 
Friends of Wildlife 
 
 
Nepal 
 
State Member 
Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation 
 
International NGO 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development 
 
National NGO 
ASHMITA Nepal 
Association for Protection of the Environment and 
Culture 
Green Governance Nepal 
Bird Conservation Nepal 
Bright Nepal 
Sustainable Development Initiative Centre, Nepal 
Environmental Camps for Conservation Awareness 
Himalayan Nature 
Hoste Hainse 
Human Welfare and Environment Protection 
Centre 
Research and Development Centre Nepal 
National Trust for Nature Conservation 
Nepal Forum of Environmental Journalists 
Friends of Nature 
Relief Fund for Wildlife Victims 
Conservation Development Foundation 
Small Mammals Conservation and Research 
Foundation 
SAVE THE PLANET Mission2020 NEPAL 
Youth Alliance for Environment  
Wildlife Conservation Nepal 
Wildlife Watch Group 
Women in Environment 
Youth Awareness Environmental Forum 
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Pakistan 
 
State Member 
National Council for Conservation of Wildlife, 
Ministry of Climate Change 
 
Government Agency 
Azad Jammu & Kashmir Environmental Protection 
Agency 
National Institute of Oceanography 
 
National NGO 
Azat Foundation 
Aga Khan Rural Support Programme 
Baanhn Beli 
Balochistan Rural Support Programme 
Centre for Peace and Development 
H.E.J. Research Institute of Chemistry 
Haashar Association 
Health and Nutrition Development Society 
Human Development Foundation 
Human Resource Development Network 
Indus Earth Trust 
Institute of Rural Management 
Sister’s Home 
Legends Society 
Lok Sanjh Foundation 
New World Hope Organization 
Pakistan Rural Initiatives for Emergency 
Preparedness, Response and Development  
Participatory Village Development Programme 
Research and Development Foundation 
Rural Aid Pakistan 
South Asian Agriculture Conservation Network 
Saibaan Development Organization 
Sarhad Rural Support Programme 
Scientific and Cultural Society of Pakistan 
Shehri: Citizens for a Better Environment 
Shirkat Gah - Womens Resource Centre 
Snow Leopard Foundation 
Society for Empowering Human Resource 
South Asia Partnership - Pakistan 
Strengthening Participatory Organization 
Sungi Development Foundation 
Taaleem Foundation 

Taraqee Foundation 
Lamp of Thar’ Rural Development Programme 
Trust for Conservation of Coastal Resources 
Voice of People 
Water, Environment and Sanitation Society 
World Wide Fund - Pakistan 
 
 
Philippines 
 
Interm-3Gr0i  -1.601 Td
Td
(  
0 -1.578 Td
[(Aga Khan Rural Support Pr)18.1 (ogramme)]TJ
EMC 
/P <<>>BDC 
>amme)]TJ
EMC 
/P <<>>BDC 
>amme
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Jeju provincial Council for Sustainability 
Development 
Climate Change Center 
Korean Wetlands Society 
National Nature Trust 
Jeju International Green Island Forum Corporation 
The Ecological Society of Korea 
World Heritage Promotion Team of Korean  
Tidal Flats 
 
 
Singapore 
 
Government Agency 
National Parks Board 

 

National NGO 
Asia-Pacific Centre for Environmental Law 
Mandai Nature Fund Ltd 
Nature Society (Singapore) 
 
 
Sri Lanka 
 
State Member 
Ministry of Environment, Sri Lanka 
 
Government Agency 
Department of National Zoological Gardens 
Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Forest Department 
 
National NGO 
Small Fishers Federation 
 
 
Thailand 
 
State Member 
Department of National Parks, Wildlife and  
Plant Conservation 
 
International NGO 
Regional Community Forestry Training Center 
International Network of Engaged Buddhists 

National NGO 
Foundation of Environmental Education for 
Sustainable Development (Thailand) 
Freeland Foundation 
Good Governance for Social Development and the 
Environment Institute Foundation 
Mai Khao Marine Turtle Foundation 
Thai Conservation of Forest Foundation 
Thai Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals 
Thailand Environmental Institute Foundation 
 
 



Commissions expland Union-wide collaboration IUCN Commissions are broad and active networks of scientists and experts providing IUCN and its Members with sound know-how and policy advice to drive conservation a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  O v e r 5  6 , 0 0 0  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  e x p e r t s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  
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In 2023, our key collaborations included the work with the Commission on Education 
and Communication (CEC) on the first ever Nepal Film Festival and Forum on 
Biodiversity Conservation, held in Kathmandu in December, which brought together 
over 750 participants. The event strengthened partnerships between the IUCN Nepal 
Country Office, Nepal National Committee, Commission on Education and 
Communication, as well as other stakeholders.  
 
Meanwhile, the 



Asia Highlights 2023

42 

Commission on Ecosystem Management (CEM) 
 
Promoting ecosystem-based approaches for the management of landscapes and 
seascapes. 
Members: 1802 
Chair: Ms Angela Andrade Perez  
Vice Chair Asia: Dr Shalini Dhyani  
Focal Person for Regional Secretariat: Ms Maeve Nightingale 
maeve.nightingale@iucn.org 
 
 
Species Survival Commission (SSC) 
 
Influencing, encouraging and assisting societies to conserve biodiversity by building 
knowledge on the status and threats to species. 
Members: 10133 
Chair: Prof Jon Paul Rodríguez 
Deputy Chair: Mr Vivek Manon 
Regional Vice Chair for South and East Asia: Dr Mirza Kusrini 
Focal Person for Regional Secretariat: Mr Alex McWilliam 
alex.mcwilliam@iucn.org 
 
 
World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) 
 
Developing knowledge based policy, advice and guidance on the full suite of issues 
surrounding protected areas. 
Members: 2993 
Chair: Dr Madhu Rao  
Regional Vice Chair, Southeast Asia: Prof Amran Hamzah  
Regional Vice Chair, South Asia: Dr Sonali Ghosh  
Regional Vice Chair, East Asia: Prof Yoshitaka Kumagai  
Focal Person for Regional Secretariat: Mr Mohammad Khalid Sayeed Pasha 
khalid.pasha@iucn.org 
 
 
Climate Crisis Commission (CCC) 
 
Promote appropriate, effective, just, and nature-positive solutions to the climate 
crisis that are based on the best available scientific evidence from all reputable 
international bodies and from indigenous knowledge systems. 
Members: 184 
Chair: Dr Manuel Pulgar-Vidal 
Deputy Chair: Ms Cathy Yitong Li 
Focal Person for Regional Secretariat: Mr Raphaël Glemet 
raphael.glemet@iucn.org 
 
Note: The total numbers of Commission members are as of May 2024. 
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Asia and Oceania Regional Hub / 
Asia Regional Office/ 
Thailand Country Programme 
63 Sukhumvit Road, Soi 39, 
Khlongton-Nuea, Wattana,  
Bangkok, Thailand 10110 
Tel: + 66 (2) 662 4029 
Email: asia@iucn.org 
 




