






Mission statement
The mission statement of the SSC Bustard 
Specialist Group (BSG) is to actively 
promote bustard research and conser-
vation by developing conservation action 
plans for the most threatened species, 
and by encouraging information exchange 
and cooperation amongst bustard special-
ists and other relevant organisations to 
enhance conservation of bustards and their 
habitats worldwide.

Projected impact 2021–2025
In the 2021-2025 quadrennium, the 
Bustard Specialist Group (BSG) plans 
to expand membership of the Group to 
include motivated, committed bustard 
researchers and conservationists from all 
taxa and range areas, who share the vision 
of maintaining healthy and sustainable pop-
ulations of bustards. The BSG will improve 
communication and cooperation between 
bustard experts and conservationists 
across political and language divides. The 
BSG will contribute proactively to Red List 
assessments of all bustard species and 
engage in continued research to clarify 
status and threats to bustard species, 
including cross-border counts and elec-
tronic tracking. The BSG will develop and 
provide guidance regarding action plans 
for bustards with a focus on species and 
populations threatened with extinction, 

and provide consultation and advice to gov-
ernments and conservation organisations 



T-039  Conduct satellite telemetry of Lesser 
Florican. 
Status: On track

T-043  Carry out range level population and 
habitat monitoring for Lesser Florican and 
Great Indian Bustard. 
Status: On track

T-044  Carry out telemetry of Lesser 
Florican and Great Indian Bustard to learn 
life history, movement, seasonal habitat 
use and behaviour. 
Status: On track

T-045  Assess bustard mortality due to 
powerlines and effectiveness of diverters 
for mitigation. 
Status: On track

T-046  Assess population of predators of 
Great Indian Bustard and their impact. 
Status: On track

T-047  Conduct genetic studies of Great 
Indian Bustard to inform management prac-
tices. 
Status: On track

T-048  Conduct genetic analysis of wintering 
Eastern European Great Bustards. 
Status: On track

T-050  Add Great Bustard to of�cial list of 
British birds, methods to include publishing 
research paper. 
Status: Achieved

T-053  Assess demography and population 
trends of Asian Houbara (Chlamydotis mac-
queenii) in the Bukhara region, Uzbekistan. 
Status: On track

T-056  Conduct GPS/GSM telemetry study 
of hand-reared Great Bustard females in 
Germany. 
Status: On track

T-057  Monitor Lesser Florican in 
Saurashtra region of Gujarat State, India. 
Status: On track

T-058  Conduct awareness programmes for 
sustainable agriculture and grassland pro-
tection near Lesser Florican sites. 
Status: On track

T-059  Survey population demography and 
wintering areas of Eastern Great Bustard 
population and assess potential threats in 
China. 
Status: On track

T-060  Study population genomics of 
Great Bustard for further evidence as to 
the status of the two subspecies of Great 
Bustard. 
Status: On track

PLAN

T-008  Complete an Action Plan for Great 
Bustards in Asia, for submission to 
the 2023 Conference of Parties to the 
Convention on Migratory Species. 
Status: On track

T-009  Conduct sensitivity mapping for 
Great Indian Bustard in Rajasthan to inform 
energy investment. 
Status: Achieved

T-010  Identify grassland corridors and key 
threats to Bengal Florican in Brahmaputra 
Floodplain. 
Status: On track

T-019  Develop best practice guidelines 
for the mitigation of powerlines to reduce 
bustard collisions. 
Status: Achieved

T-024  Reclassify Little Bustard to 
Endangered in Spain; develop a national 
conservation strategy for the species. 
Status: Achieved

T-028  Publish satellite tracking data for 
Ludwig’s Bustard (Neotis ludwigii) to share 
information about the species’ ecology and 
vulnerability to powerline collisions. 
Status: On track

T-032  Develop Kori Bustard conservation 
action plan in Tanzania.



T-017  Carry out habitat restoration and 
improvement (via organic cultivation) for 
Bengal Florican in Assam. 
Status: On track

T-018  Conduct community education 
and awareness programmes, and citizen 
science programmes, relating to Bengal 
Florican in Brahmaputra Floodplain. 
Status: On track

T-026  Implement community outreach  
and economic development programmes 
for Great Indian Bustard and Lesser 
Florican to include habitat improvement 
and awareness. 
Status: On track

T-027  Create economic development pro-
grammes focusing on handicrafts in Great 
Bustard areas in Iran. 
Status: On track

T-038  Conduct powerline marking and 
support of public litigation for powerline 
marking. 
Status: Achieved

T-040  Carry out conservation breeding for 
Lesser Florican. 
Status: On track

T-041  Implement predator management for 
Great Indian Bustard. 
Status: On track

T-042  Conduct capacity building and 
outreach to stakeholders and collaborators 
for Great Indian Bustard protection and 
habitat. 
Status: On track

T-049  Build breeding centre for Bengal 
Florican, improve husbandry protocols, 
start captive breeding, increase captive 
breeding population, conduct genetic study 
for captive breeding management. 
Status: On track

T-051  Increase the area of land under the 



Number of research projects completed or 
supported by SSC members per taxonomic 
group and region: 0

Result description: Funding for GSM/
GPS tags could not be secured hence this 
project could not be initiated. However, 
status and habitat requirements and 
threats are being evaluated by con-
ventional survey methods with limited 
success in Upper Assam (Tinsukhia) and 
Eastern Arunachal Pradesh (DEring WLS 
and Roing Grassland).

T-007  Develop community monitoring for 
Great Indian Bustard (A. nigriceps) and 

Lesser Florican (S. indicus) in Rajasthan. 
(KSR 5)

Number of trained groups on community 
monitoring: 4

Result description: The BNHS established 
a network of local individuals such as 
Friends of Bustards (Godawan Mitra, 
Maldhok Mitra), �oricans (Kharmor Mitra), 
and cranes (Kurja Mitra).

T-023  Identify breeding and wintering 
critical areas for Little Bustard (T. tetrax) in 
Spain. (KSR 5)

Number of research projects completed or 
supported by SSC members per taxonomic 
group and region: 1

Result description: As a result of a 
research project funded by Fundación 
Biodiversidad, dependent on the Spanish 
Ministry of Environment (MITECO), these 
areas have been identi�ed and reported 
to the Ministry. A corresponding scienti�c 
manuscript has been submitted to Cons. 
Biol., and is currently under review.

T-033  Research impact of captive breeding 
and hunting on Houbara populations.  
(KSR 5)

Number of research projects completed or 
supported by SSC members per taxonomic 
group and region: 0

Result description: The 2023 surveys of 
nesting females were initiated to examine 
the contribution of captive bred releases to 
the free-living population, this activities will 
continue in 2024.

T-034  Survey wintering areas of Eastern 
European Great Bustards (O. tarda) and 
assess possibility for protection. (KSR 5)

Number of research projects completed or 
supported by SSC members per taxonomic 
group and region: 1

Result description: The following paper 
was published in 2023: Oparina, O.S. et 
al. (2023). ‘
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Result description: BNHS has launched an 
initiative to develop a model for Florican-
friendly Agriculture Practices, going beyond 
awareness programs. One concept being 
tested is sparing land for less intensive 
farming in Florican areas.

T-027  Create economic development 
programs focusing on handicrafts in Great 
Bustard areas in Iran. (KSR 10)

Economic development programs focusing
on handicrafts in Great Bustard areas in
Iran created: 1.






