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Mission statement
The overall aim of the Peccary Specialist 
Group is to promote the long-term conserva-
tion of peccaries and their natural habitats, 
and the recovery or restoration of peccary 
species, populations and communities. 
The speci�c objectives are: 1) contribute to 
peccary conservation through management 
and research; 2) consolidate the group of 
researchers and other people interested in 
the biology, conservation, and management 
of peccaries, and 3) foster communication, 
coordination, collaboration and exchange of 
information.

Projected impact 2021–2025
Comprehensive assessment of all peccary 
species utilising the assessments to 
develop guidelines and conservation strat-
egies for NGOs, governments, and local 
communities. Work on rewilding opportu-
nities whenever possible, especially for 
the Chacoan peccary. We also need to 
focus and quantify the effects of climate 
change on habitat, water cycle and peccary 
populations.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-003  Assess White-lipped Peccary 
(Tayassu pecari). 
Status: Achieved

T-006  Complete an assessment of the 
population crashes of White-lipped Peccary 
across its range as a collaboration among 
group members. 
Status: Achieved

T-007  De�ne mating systems of White-
lipped Peccary. 
Status: Achieved

T-009  Assess and mitigate the negative 
impacts of anthropogenic barriers, i.e. 
deforestation, roads, habitat alteration, 
on White-lipped Peccary herd and subherd 
social dynamics, spatial and population 
genetic structure, gene �ow and genetic 
diversity. 
Status: On track

T-011  Assess the current distribution 
pattern of the Chacoan Peccary (Catagonus 
wagneri) south of the distribution limit 
known until 2016 (northern Santiago del 
Estero province in Argentina) and the effect 
of land use change and hunting pressure on 
such patterns. Also, evaluate the isolation 
level of the newly discovered population.  
Status: On track

T-012  Identify criteria on corridor use by 
White-lipped Peccary in a fragmented land-
scape. 
Status: Achieved

PLAN

T-005  Create a Species Conservation Plan 
for White-lipped Peccary. 
Status: On track

T-010

https://www.facebook.com/������ϲʿ�������ֳ�ֱ��-Peccary-Specialist-Group-589402117754288


NETWORK

T-001  Reach a wider audience by further 
developing a homepage and keeping an 
active Facebook group.  
Status: Achieved

T-014  Expand and diversify membership.  
Status: Achieved

COMMUNICATE

T-004  Expand environmental education 
programmes in the Chaco related to the 
conservation of the Chacoan Peccary.  
Status: On track

Activities and results 2023

ASSESS

Red List

T-003  Assess White-lipped Peccary  
(T. pecari). (KSR 6)

Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: 2

Result description: We organized a sympo-
sium and our members helped to assess 
the status of the White-lipped Peccary. 
There was information on the species 
from the Maya Forest in Mexico, from the 
whole area of Mesoamerica and Peru. 
This information will help to assess the 
status of the species at a global scale. 
Dr Richard Bodmer and collaborators 
�nalised the report and will soon be avail-
able to the public. Additionally, in French 
Guiana, there is a monitoring program led 
by Dr Cecile Richard-Hansen and they are 
reporting an increase in the White-lipped 
Peccary populations across the country. 
Dr Galo Zapata-Rios and his team from 
Ecuador surveyed the White-lipped Peccary 

populations, they provide needed data as 
populations in this region are considered 
Critically Endangered by the Ecuadorian 
Red List of Threatened Mammals.

Research activities

T-006  Complete an assessment of the 
population crashes of White-lipped Peccary 
across its range as a collaboration among 
group members. (KSR 5)

Number of scienti�c publications about 
species research that acknowledges SSC 
af�liation: 0

Result description: After years of collab-
oration and data analyses, a member of 
our group published a major paper spear-
headed by Dr Fragoso: Fragoso, J.M.V. et 
al. (2022).‘Large-scale population disap-
pearances and cycling in the white-lipped 
peccary, a tropical forest mammal’. PloS 
one 17 (10), e0276297. Under the leader-
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‘Landscape population dynamics of 
peccaries in the Peruvian Amazon’ by 
Richard Bodmer and Daniel Whiting, and 
‘The peccary populations at three long-
term sites in Bolivia’ by Drs Rob Wallace, 
Guido Ayala and Maria Viscarra. We hope 
that this information soon reaches the 
Government level and can be useful for the 
creation of national plans in these respec-
tive countries. Dr Cecile Richard-Hansen 
and her team assessed the status of the 
White-lipped Peccaries in French Guiana. 
These are critical data to develop a more 
comprehensive conservation plan for this 
species. Dr Galo Zapata-Rios and his team 
from WCS-Ecuador surveyed the White-
lipped Peccary population in northwestern 
Ecuador, in the Chocó Biogeographic 
region. Their density estimations provided 
the latest data for conservation espe-
cially because the species is considered 
Critically Endangered by the Ecuadorian 
Red List of Threatened Mammals. Dr José 
Manuel Vieira Fragoso and other 24 authors 
coauthored: ‘Large-scale population disap-
pearances and cycling in the white-lipped 
peccary, a tropical forest mammal’. This 
large-scale data will help us to develop 
better conservation strategies for the 
species.

ACT

Conservation actions

T-002  Continue the implementation in the 
field of the Chacoan Peccary conservation 
plan, which was published in 2016.  
(KSR 10)

Number of actions addressing major 
drivers/emerging threats of species or pop-
ulation loss: 3

Result description: The ‘Asociación 
Proyecto Taguá - Centro Chaqueño para 
la Conservación e Investigación Toledo, 
Paraguay’ led by Dr Juan Campus had 
several highlights this year. For example, 
one major achievement was the expansion 
and improvement of the infrastructure of 
the captive breeding center. In total 18 
births were recorded, clearly re�ecting the 
effectiveness of this facility and the team 
members. Field research included setting 
up wildlife game cameras to assess the 
status of the Chacoan population in their 
regions. In collaboration with a local zoo 
‘Proyecto Quimilero’, led by Drs Micaela 
Camino, Hugo Correa, and Mariana 
Altrichter, is starting to design research to 
assess the ex situ populations, genetics, 
and opportunities to work together in 
conservation in situ. In partnership with 
governmental institutions and local com-
munities, Proyecto Quimilero is starting 
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T-008  Develop priority conservation man-
agement actions to reverse rapid range 
decline of White-lipped Peccary, a key 
Neotropical Forest ungulate, in Brazil.  
(KSR 10)

Number of actions addressing major 
drivers/emerging threats of species or pop-
ulation loss: 1

Result description: There have been talks 
about the White-lipped Peccary living in 
agro-industrial areas such as the cerrado 
of Brazil. There are a couple of papers 
published about it and there are efforts to 
reconcile the conservation of the species 
and the damage that it causes to the 
soybean �elds in the area.

NETWORK

Membership

T-014  Expand and diversify membership. 
(KSR 2)

Number of SSC members recruited: 4

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064877730327
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