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Key messages:    

 The EU’s first comprehensive and continent-wide legislation for nature restoration, marking 
a significant milestone since the Habitats Directive of 1992, also a pioneer on the global 
stage. 

 The regulation answers to key commitments made under the EU Green Deal 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:a3c806a6-9ab3-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://www.iucn.org/news/202306/iucn-calls-eu-ensure-adoption-ambitious-nature-restoration-law
https://www.iucn.org/news/202306/iucn-calls-eu-ensure-adoption-ambitious-nature-restoration-law
/iucn-statement/202307/iucn-statement-eu-nature-restoration-law
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from scientists, civil society, businesses, and citizens across the EU. During this negotiation 
process, IUCN Members and national committees where actively engaged to advocate for the NRL 
with national authorities.  

On 17 June 2024, after some initial delays, the Environment Council adopted the final text of the 
NRL, following the European Parliament’s approval on 27 March 2024. The final text was published 
in the official journal of the EU on 29 July 2024 and will enter into force on 18 August 2024. As an EU 
Regulation, it will then be directly applicable to all EU Member States. The EU Nature Restoration 
“Law” is therefore not exactly accurate and responds more to a simplified communication around 
that was used during the negotiation process.  

EU Nature Restoration Regulation  
The preamble outlines the context of the EU Nature Restoration regulation, emphasizing the 
necessity of rules at Union level for ecosystem restoration, and linking the regulation to the EU’s 
international commitments, including the Kunming Montréal Global Biodiversity Framework, the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals, and the 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401991&pk_campaign=todays_OJ&pk_source=EURLEX&pk_medium=TW&pk_keyword=Environment&pk_content=Regulation&pk_cid=EURLEX_todaysOJ
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0082&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0082&from=EN
https://www.iucn.org/resources/research-publication/iucn-global-standard-nature-based-solutions-first-edition
https://www.iucn.org/resources/research-publication/iucn-global-standard-nature-based-solutions-first-edition
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2000/60/oj
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32009L0147
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A31992L0043
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2008/56/oj
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free-flowing rivers (EU BDS), and to complement this with measures improving the natural 
functioning of associated floodplains.  

Article 10: sets the obligation to improve pollinator diversity and reverse the decline of pollinators 
by 2030 and thereafter to achieve an increasing trend in pollinator diversity and populations until 
satisfactory levels are reached. 
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Article 14: describes the preparatory steps to be followed by Member States to develop their 
National Restoration Plans, based on the articles described above. Preparatory monitoring and 
research are highlighted, including the mapping of various ecosystems. By 2030, Member States 
should have set satisfactory levels for pollinator populations, indicators for agricultural & forest 
ecosystems, urban green space and tree canopy cover. Member States may develop a methodology 
by 19 August 2025 for monitoring high-diversity landscape features (Annex IV), for which guidance 
will be provided by the Commission by 19 September 2024.  

Synergies are encouraged with other environmental and climate policies, international 
commitments and NRPs from neighbouring Member States.  

Furthermore, the financing of the implementation of this regulation should not imply the 
reprogramming of funds under current agricultural and fisheries funding programmes (including 
CAP & CFP). 

Article 15: sets out the content of the National Restoration Plans with intermediate deadlines 
corresponding to the targets and obligations set out in articles 4 to 13, up to 2050. This includes, 
but is not limited to the following elements: 

 The quantification of areas to be restored with indicative maps, 
 Justification of derogation if applicable, 
 A description of measures planned, including specification which of those are planned 

within the Natura 2000 network, 
 Indications of interventions planned to ensure that areas do not deteriorate, 
 The inventory of barriers and barriers identified for removal from Article 7, 
 Indicators chosen for agricultural and forest ecosystems, 
 Planned contribution to the tree planting of trees, outlined in Article 13, 
 
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continue to monitor and report on the progress every six years, submitting their first report by 30 
June 2031. The reporting on the area and condition, as well as quantity and quality of habitats and 
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Annexes 

Annex I: lists all terrestrial, coastal and freshwater habitat types and groups of habitat types referred 
to in Article 4. Six groups of habitat types are provided: wetlands (coastal and inland); grasslands  
and other pastoral habitats; river, lake, alluvial and riparian habitats; forests; steppe, heath and  
scrub habitats; and rocky and dune habitats. The corresponding habitat code, as referred to in 
Annex I of the Habitats Directive, are also provided here.  

Annex II: lists all marine habitat types and groups of habitat types referred to in Article 5. Seven 
groups of habitat types are provided: seagrass beds; macroalgal forests; shellfish beds; maerl beds; 
sponge, coral and coralligenous beds; vents and seeps; and soft sediments (not deeper than 1 000 
metres of depth). The corresponding habitat code, as referred to in Annex I of the Habitats Directive, 
are also provided here.  

The classification of marine habitat types used, and their differentiation by marine biogeographical 
regions was made according to the European nature information system (EUNIS), which was 
revised by the EEA in 2022. 

Annex III: lists all additional marine species referred to in Article 5. 

Annex IV: provides the list of biodiversity indicators for agricultural ecosystems referred to in Article 
11, including their description, units, and methodology for determining and monitoring.  

Annex V: describes the methodology for the common farmland bird index at national level, making 
a distinction between Member States with historically more and historically less depleted 
populations of farmland birds. This annex also provides the lists of bird species used for this index 
per Member State.  

Annex VI: provides the list of biodiversity indicators for forest ecosystems referred to in Article 12, 
including their description, units, and methodology for determining and monitoring.  

Annex VII: lists examples of restoration measures for the preparation of Member States’ NRPs.  

Some relevant points of the final agreement 
The key ambition of the EU Nature Restoration Law remained during the negotiation process, 
offering a valuable opportunity to keep biodiversity high on the agenda for the next EU legislative 
term. This is a timely outcome, demonstrating EU’s commitment to addressing the climate and 
biodiversity crises, and to advance on its global commitments, including those of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework ahead of the UN Biodiversity Conference (CBD COP16) 
later this year.  

The amendments made during the negotiations focused on providing more flexibility to Member 
States, including for peatlands rewetting, as well as through effort-based requirements for non-
deterioration of habitats, an emergency brake (related to food availability, see A

effort , 

a 

 and to 

mad

0 g0 G

[(eff)4(ort)] TJ

ET

Q

q

0.000008871 0 595.32 841.92 re

W* n

BT

/F1 11.04 T3
1 0 0 1 291.53 566.02 T-3(y)-340Tm

0(rat)4(i)-3(on)] TJ

ET

Q

q

0.000008871 0 595.32 841.92 re

W* n

BT

/F1 11.04 T9
1 0 0 1 291.53 566.02 T t(rat)4(i)-3(on)] TJ

ET

Q

q

0.000008871 0 595.32 841.92 re

W* n

BT

/F1 11.044Tf

1 0 0 1 291.53 566.02 Tc(eep)7(erg)1 RG

[(Annex)-4(es)] TJ

ET

Q

q

0.000008871 0 595.32 841.92 re

W* n

BT

/F1 11.04 T7

1 0 0 1 291.53 566.02 T G

[(an)4(d)5( )] TJ

ET

Q

q

0.000008871 0 595.32 841.92 re

W* n

BT

/F1 11.045Tf

1 0 0 1 291.53 566.02 Twded (i)-3(s4(ex)4( )-2w)4(el)1(a )-1

[(f)12w

and 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/09/nature-restoration-council-and-parliament-reach-agreement-on-new-rules-to-restore-and-preserve-degraded-habitats-in-the-eu/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/09/nature-restoration-council-and-parliament-reach-agreement-on-new-rules-to-restore-and-preserve-degraded-habitats-in-the-eu/
https://think2030.eu/think-timeline/uploads/2023/02/Nature-Restoration-Think2030-policy-brief.pdf
https://think2030.eu/think-timeline/uploads/2023/02/Nature-Restoration-Think2030-policy-brief.pdf
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require land. The regulation’s holistic approach to restoring nature and 

https://ieep.eu/news/successfully-navigating-the-nature-restoration-planning-process/
https://www.vlinderstichting.nl/butterfly-conservation-europe/eu-policy-and-butterflies/eu-pollinator-initiative/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-adaptation-in-europe-what-works
https://fairseas.ie/2024/03/11/eu-nature-restoration-law-a-deep-dive/
https://www.wwf.eu/?6898416/EU-nature-restoration-law-Huge-opportunity-to-fight-biodiversity-and-climate-crises
https://ieep.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Policy-Brief-The-Nature-Restoration-Law-%E2%80%93-A-hard-fought-victory-for-biodiversity-and-society-IEEP-2024.pdf
https://ieep.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/FINAL-IEEP-First-impressions-of-the-EU-Nature-Retsoration-Law-policy-brief.pdf
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The Commission is required to assist Member States 

https://www.wwf.eu/?14108441/Historic-win-for-EUs-nature-EU-Council-seals-the-deal-on-Nature-Restoration-Law
https://www.restorenature.eu/File/FINAL%20RestoreNature%20joint%20statement%20-%20September.docx.pdf
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2023/11/09/nature-restoration-law-one-step-closer-to-becoming-reality-but-with-loopholes/
https://www.face.eu/2024/06/nature-restoration-law-adopted/
https://www.cepf-eu.org/news-media/cepf-statement-provisional-agreement-nature-restoration-disappointing-outcome
https://www.cepf-eu.org/news-media/nature-restoration-law-passes-its-final-stage-parliament-disappointing-outcome
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https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/WCC-7th-001-En.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/news/europe/202109/looking-future-a-new-work-plan-iucn-europe
https://www.iucn.org/news/europe/202109/looking-future-a-new-work-plan-iucn-europe
https://www.iucnredlist.org/regions/european-red-list
https://iucnrle.org/
https://iucnrle.org/
https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tool/iucn-green-list-protected-and-conserved-areas
https://www.iucn.org/our-work/topic/iucn-global-standard-nature-based-solutions
https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tool/species-threat-abatement-and-restoration-star-metric
https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tool/iucn-urban-toolbox
file:///C:/Users/zurnz/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/S8OORCBU/������ϲʿ�������ֳ�ֱ��%20Global%20Ecosystem%20Typology
https://rest-coast.eu/
https://eustafor.eu/uploads/New-EU-nature-restoration-law-EUSTAFOR-policy-demands_FINAL.pdf
https://forest-restoration.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Nature-Restoration-Law_PolicyBrief.pdf
https://copa-cogeca.eu/Flexpage/DownloadFile/?id=13516709
https://europeanlandowners.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/230215-ELO-open-letter-on-EU-Nature-Restoration-Law.pdf
https://europeanlandowners.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/230215-ELO-open-letter-on-EU-Nature-Restoration-Law.pdf


https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_008_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_009_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_017_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_025_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_030_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_034_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_035_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_056_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_073_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_REC_112_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_114_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2016_RES_043_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_REC_158_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_37_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_44_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_58_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_59_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_84_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2004_REC_100_EN.pdf

