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Mission statement
The mission of the China Plant Specialist 
Group (CPSG) is to contribute to increasing 
current knowledge on the identification 
and conservation of threatened species of 
China’s flora.

Projected impact 2021–2025
Approximately 4,000 threatened species, 
11% of China’s flora, first assessed in 2013 
and updated in 2020, will be fully docu-
mented by publications and widely applied 
to guide flora conservation at national and 
provincial levels by organising a training 
course, workshops, and other actions.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-008  Publish a book on seed plants of 
China: checklist, uses and conservation 
status. 
Status: Achieved

T-009  Complete global Red List assess-
ment of 999 tree species. 
Status: Achieved

T-011  Investigation and evaluation of newly 
added national key protected wild plant 
resources in Guizhou. 
Status: On track

T-012  Publication of the provincial Red List 
of higher plants in Guangdong. 
Status: Achieved

T-016  Publication of Red Data Book of 
China Medicinal Plants. 
Status: Achieved

T-019  Evaluate the threatened status and 
the Endangered category for national key 
protected and wild plants in Jiangsu. 
Status: Achieved

T-021  Taxonomic status and re-evaluation 
of the endangered species of Premna in 
China. 
Status: On track

T-022  Evaluation on Conservation Status of 
Chinese Begonia. 
Status: On track

T-023  Evaluate wild orchids in the north-
east cold region. 
Status: On track

T-024  Assess the endangered status of 
China’s Gesneriaceae plants. 
Status: Achieved

T-025  Evaluate the Threatened status and 
trend of angiosperms with high extinction 
risk in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. 
Status: On track
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T-026  Complete the endangered status 
assessment of medicinal orchids in China. 
Status: Achieved

T-030  Complete the assessment of EDGE 
species Chamaecyparis hodginsii in China. 
Status: On track

ACT

T-007  Conduct an Orchid Diversity Survey 
in China. 
Status: Achieved

T-010  Complete the identification manual 
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T-025  Evaluate the Threatened status and 
trend of angiosperms with high extinction 
risk in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. (KSR 5)

Number of readings/citations per scientific 
paper published: 1

Result description: In 2023, analysis and 
writing were completed, currently under 
review. [lmplementer of this target: ZHAO 
Lina]

Red List

T-009  Complete 999 tree species global 
Red List assessment. (KSR 6)

Number of global Red List reassessments 
completed: 699

Result description: The global Red List rank 
assessment of 999 tree species has been 
completed and is being uploaded to the 
SIS system. At the same time, an analysis 
article is being written. [lmplementers of 
this target: WANG Hongfeng, WU Lei, JIN 
Xiaohua, QIN Haining, QI Yaodong, SONG 
Yigang, WU Baocheng, ZHAO Liangcheng].

T-022  Evaluation on Conservation Status of 
Chinese Begonia. (KSR 6)

Number of species that have been 
assessed through the different tools: 24

Result description: Almost completed, 
adding some new varieties, completing the 
article draft by the summer of 2024, and 
providing all evaluation updates. [lmple-
menter of this target: TIAN Daike].

T-023  Evaluate wild orchids in the northeast 
cold region. (KSR 6)

Number of species that have been 
assessed through the different tools: 20

Result description: A survey of wild orchids 
in most areas of Northeast China has been 
completed, with a preliminary assessment 
of their population status and causes of 
endangerment, and corresponding protec-
tion measures proposed. [lmplementer of 
this target: QU Bo].

T-024  Assess the Endangered status of 
China’s Gesneriaceae plants. (KSR 6)

Number of species that have been 
assessed through the different tools: 805

Result description: We have completed the 
assessment of the Endangered status of 
all known plants in the family Gesneriaceae 
in China and published articles about it. 
WEN, F., FU, L.F., XIN, Z.B. et al. (2023). 
‘Endangered status and biodiversity con-
servation of China’s Gesneriaceae[J]’. 
Guihaia, 43(5): 785-798. [lmplementer of 
this target: WEN Fang].

T-026  Complete the Endangered status 
assessment of medicinal orchids in China. 
(KSR 6)

Number of species that have been 
assessed through the different tools: 54

Result description: Referring to the IUCN 
Red List of Threatened Species Categories 

and Standards, combined with data from 
the National Wild Orchid Plant Resource 
Survey, the least resource method was 
used to assess the Endangered status of 
54 medicinal Orchid plants. Except for one 
species with incomplete information and 
uncertain Endangered status, evaluations 
of the remaining species indicate that 44 
are Threatened, including 18 Critically 
Endangered (CR), 18 Endangered (EN), 
and eight Vulnerable (VU). The main risk 
factor is collection; there are nine Near 
Threatened (NT) and Least Concern (LC) 
species. [lmplementer of this target: JIN 
Xiaohua].

T-030  Complete the assessment of EDGE 
species Chamaecyparis hodginsii in China. 
(KSR 6)

Number of species that have been 
assessed through the different tools: 1

Result description: In 2023, all online 
specimens information of this species were 
collected and the locations were marked on 
the map. Two populations were surveyed in 
Fujian. [lmplementer of this target: DONG 
Xiaoyu].

Research activities

T-021  Taxonomic status and re-evaluation 



Result description: Partially completed, 
through field population investigation and 
a large number of specimen studies, it was 
confirmed that  Premna pyramidata is the 
synonym of P. tomentosa and this species is 
in a RE status in China; it was confirmed P. 
mekongensis var. meiophylla is the synonym 
of P. mekongensis, therefore its original 
Extint (EX) status has been adjusted to 
Least Concern (LC). [lmplementer of this 
target: LI Bo].

ACT

Conservation actions

T-010  Complete the identification manual 
of national key-protected wild plants.  
(KSR 10)

Number of technical documents provided to 
support conservation actions: 117

Result description: About 1,067 species 
– including subspecies – were collected,.9 2.307




