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are responsible for an immediate environ-
mental threat to species.  
Status: On track

T-028  Support SSC groups on behaviour 
change in their conservation actions.  
Status: On track

NETWORK

T-004  Support diversification of SSC mem-
bership based on: 1) geography, 2) gender, 
3) age, 4) other disciplines, and 5) indige-
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Number of research projects completed or 
supported by SSC members per taxonomic 
group and region: 8

Result description: In 2023, Global Center 
staff continued supporting several SSC 
research (or other) projects that carried 
over from the previous year: ‘Assessing 
EDGE Fungi: Boletales, Russulales, and 
Cantharellales plus 6 Monotypic Families’ 
and ‘Developing a tool for Rapid fungal 
assessments: case-study on macrofungi 
from North America’ (Cátia Canteiro, 
fungi); ‘IUCN Guidelines for Conservation 
Management of Terrestrial and Freshwater 
Invertebrates’ (Sérgio Henriques and 
Monni Böhm, invertebrates); and ‘sRedList 
- Accelerating IUCN Red List assessments 
for rapid and effective biodiversity moni-
toring’ (Monni Böhm). In addition, Global 
Center staff supported the following new 
projects that were started in 2023, all 
involving SSC members: (1) ‘Latin America 
Workshop: Promoting conservation of the 
Latin American Funga through specialists’ 
capacitation and extinction risk assess-
ment of threatened fungi’ (Cátia Canteiro, 
fungi); (2) ‘Understanding challenges and 
opportunities for NatureServe partners to 
include fungi in their work’ (Cátia Canteiro 
with IUCN SSC Fungal Conservation 
Committee); (3) ‘FUNACTION: Aquatic 
FUNgal biodiversity: developing knowledge 
and strAtegies to inform ConservaTION 
priorities and measures’ (Monni Böhm and 
Cátia Canteiro, with members of the newly 
formed IUCN SSC Aquatic Fungi Specialist 
Group); (4) ‘North American Freshwater 
Mussel SAFE’ (Monni Böhm, IUCN SSC 
Mollusc SG); (5) ‘Re:wild Lost species- 
Fagilde’s trapdoor’ (Sérgio Henriques, IUCN 
SSC Spider and Scorpion Specialist Group); 
(6) ‘IUCN SSC EDGE of Spiders’ (Sérgio 
Henriques, IUCN SSC Spider and Scorpion 
Specialist Group); (7) ‘Protecting Indiana’s 
wildlights – assessing fireflies extinction 
risk’ (Sérgio Henriques, IUCN SSC Firefly 
Specialist Group); (8) ‘Conservation and 
research of the priority species Penstemon 
deamii’ (Cátia Canteiro, with the Indiana 
Plant Conservation Alliance).

Penstemon deamii grown from seed  
at the Indianapolis Zoo 

Photo: Kelly Griese



PLAN

Planning

T-018  Work with SSC groups and 
Conservation Committees to identify priority 
needs for conservation planning. (KSR 8)

Compile a list of species/threats/regions 
for priority planning: 0

Result description: The Global Center 
for Species Survival’s officers started 
to compile this information in 2022 and 
continued to work on it in 2023. Most taxo-
nomic groups were completed in 2023, and 
the remaining information will be added by 
the end of the first quarter of 2024.

T-019  Support SSC groups with the produc-
tion of conservation plans. (KSR 8)

Number of species conservation plans/
strategies developed: 0

Result description: The Global Center team 
continues to make efforts to expand con-
servation planning by Specialist Groups. In 
conjunction with the Conservation Planning 
Specialist Group, the team is exploring 
opportunities for regionally focused, 
multi-taxa Assess to Plan workshops 
with the hopes of scheduling one in 2024 
or 2025, dependent on scheduling and 
funding restrictions. Additionally, through 
the Indianapolis Zoo’s Saving Species 
Challenge, the Global Center team was 
able to assist with the development of 
59 action plans as part of the application 
process; many were supported by individual 
Specialist Groups.

ACT

Conservation actions

T-023  Provide support and encouragement 
for SSC groups to write letters of interven-
tion to governments and/or companies 
responsible for an immediate environmental 
threat to species. (KSR 10)

Number of intervention letters addressing 
major drivers/emerging threats of species 
or population loss: 3

Result description: The Global Center for 
Species Survival supported the preparation 
of three intervention letters in collaboration 

with SSC Specialist Groups.

T-028  Support SSC groups on behaviour 
change in their conservation actions.  
(KSR 10)

Number of SSC groups supported: 5

Result description: Our Behaviour Change 
coordinator met with around 30 groups 
to discuss their behaviour change needs, 
including via support of Saving Species 
Challenge applications. Ultimately, five 





Stag Beetle Specialist Group, the IUCN SSC 
Tiger Beetle Specialist Group, the IUCN SSC 
Spring Tail Specialist Group, the IUCN SSC 
Millipede Specialist Group, and the Illegal 
Wildlife Trade Online Task Force, and the 
official proposals are forthcoming.

Proposal development and funding

T-009  Support the development of SSC 




