






Mission statement
We are committed to working with the 
global conservation network, governmental 
and other entities to ensure the long-term 
survival of the two hippo species (Common 
and Pygmy) and to support sustainable 
conservation and management of hippos 
across their range.

Projected impact 2021–2025
The Hippo Specialist Group (HSG) conserva-
tion actions deal with two species that face 
different kinds of conservation challenges. 
The Endangered Pygmy Hippo (Choeropsis 
liberiensis) has undergone and continues 
to experience declining populations due to 
habitat loss and human activity. The action 
of our group aims to stop and reverse this 
decline as well as to improve habitat protec-
tion. The second hippo species, Common 
Hippo (Hippopotamus amphibius), remains 
locally abundant in many parts of its former 
distribution. However, several populations, 
mostly in Central and West Africa, are at 
low population levels and a poor level of 
protection. Further, hippo-human con�ict 
is an increasing issue in most range coun-
tries. Therefore, we aimed our conservation 
activities for these populations at all three 
aspects of the conservation cycle – assess, 
plan, act. We hope that our activities 
support the viability and survival of these 
populations with the potential of population 
recovery where needed. In addition, we are 

committed to strengthening cooperation 
and collaboration with ex situ stakeholders 
to advance conservation of both hippo 
species. Lastly, via our new communica-
tion platform, i.e. web pages, we provide 
direct information on the biology of hippo 
species, describe the conservation projects 
endorsed by HSG as well as general infor-
mation to promote conservation action of 
hippos.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-005  Conduct a research project on 
hippos as ecosystem engineers: Habitat 
use, ecology and behaviour of hippos in an 
important waterbody of Zululand. 
Status: On track

T-008  Reassess status and population 

https://www.hipposg.org


T-009  Conduct monitoring, restoration and 
long-term conservation of the Common 



con�rmed as an important site for hippos 
in Nigeria. We recommend surveys at Kainji 
Lake Reservoir and Yankari Game Reserve, 



ACT

Conservation actions

T-003  Implement the Côte d’Ivoire Pygmy 
Hippo project: research and actions for the 




