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Mission statement
The mission of the Primate Specialist Group 
(PSG) is to maintain the current diversity of 
the order Primates by ensuring the survival 
of threatened species wherever they 
occur and providing effective protection 
for large numbers of primates in areas of 
high primate diversity and abundance. In 
essence, the PSG has a Zero Extinction 
policy for all primate species.

Projected impact 2021–2025
A signi�cant impact on currently saving 527 
species – 717 species and subspecies – of 
primates from extinction.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-005  Complete all Red List assessments 
for primates and put in place a new rolling 
system for individual species assessments 
as new data become available. 
Status: On track 

T-006  Maintain a taxonomic, geographic 
and conservation status (Red List) 
database for primates. 
Status: On track

– through the Section on Great Apes (SGA) 
and ARRC Task Force. 
Status: On track

ACT

T-014  Manage the Primate Action Fund, a 
small grants programme for primate con-
servation, monitoring, surveys, research 
and education. 
Status: On track

T-015  Manage the Lemur Conservation 
Action Fund, a small grants scheme for 
lemur conservation, monitoring, surveys, 
research, and education. 
Status: On track

T-022  Decrease the number of develop-
ment and private sector projects in ape 
habitat by working with banks to incorporate 
information about great ape distributions 
and priority populations into upstream 



T-030  Increase the capacity of regional 
teams to monitor development and private 
sector project commitments to mitigate 
their project’s impacts on great ape popula-
tions (SGA-ARRC Task Force). 
Status: On track

T-032  Provide technical guidance and 
status updates for small apes (gibbons 
and siamang) through the APES database 
(SSA). 
Status: On track

T-037  Fundraise for all primate conser-
vation activities; increase funding by �ve 
times over current levels up to 2025. 
Status: On track

T-038  Promote and participate in �eld 
courses for primate �eld research and con-
servation. 
Status: On track

T-039  Investigate and tackle illegal primate 
trade, including gibbon online trade in 
Indonesia and Malaysia. 
Status: On track

T-040  Secure funding for and develop a 



Red List

T-005  Complete all Red List assessments 
for primates and put in place a new rolling 
system for individual species assessments 
as new data become available. (KSR 6)

Number of global Red List reassessments 
completed: 0

Result description: In 2023, no Red List 
assessments were corrected, updated, or 
re-assessed. Time was instead spent pre-
paring an update for the 2024-1 Red List of 
c. 40 taxa.

Research activities

T-007  Publish articles on the taxonomy, 
geographic distributions, surveys and con-
servation status of primates. (KSR 5)

https://human-primate-interactions.org/responsible-primate-watching-for-tourists/
https://human-primate-interactions.org/responsible-primate-watching-for-tourists/
https://www.arrctaskforce.org/


projects that the AARC have given advice 
on can be found online. As one example 
activity, in 2023 the ARRC wrote a letter 
to the Export-Import Bank of China con-
cerning the Batang Toru Dam. In 2023, 
the ARRC Task Force Steering Committee 
held several in-person meetings and con-
ducted some training with habitat country 
primatologists.

ACT

Conservation actions

T-014  Manage the Primate Action Fund, a 
small grants programme for primate con-
servation, monitoring, surveys, research and 
education. (KSR 10)

Number of threatened species bene�ting 
from in situ conservation action: 0 

Result description: In 2023, the Primate 
Action Fund awarded 35 grants totalling 
(total disbursed: $145,399). A wide range 
of species bene�tted from these grants.

T-015  Manage the Lemur Conservation 
Action Fund, a small grants scheme for 
lemur conservation, monitoring, surveys, 
research, and education. (KSR 10)

Number of threatened species bene�ting 
from in situ conservation action: 0 

Result description: In 2023, the Lemur 
Fund awarded 27 grants (a total of 
$326,086). Analysis of the number of lemur 
species bene�tted will be forthcoming.

T-022  Decrease the number of development 
and private sector projects in ape habitat 
by working with banks to incorporate infor-
mation about great ape distributions and 
priority populations into upstream project 
screening (SGA-ARRC Task Force). (KSR 10)

https://www.arrctaskforce.org/activities


T-039  

http://www.lemurconservationnetwork.org
http://www.lemurconservationnetwork.org


Conference on Biodiversity at Kisangani, 
DRC in March 2023 and the International 
Conference on Conservation Biology at 
Kigali, Rwanda in July 2023. The main aims 
to increase public awareness of the Red 
Colobus Conservation Action Plan (ReCAP) 
and to grow the network was achieved. The 
RCCN members also submitted proposals 
for funding to the Primate Action Fund and 
the Margot Marsh Biodiversity Foundation 
which were mostly successful.

COMMUNICATE

Communication

T-003  Stimulate primate ecotourism, i.e. 
primate-watching and primate life-listing, 
as a major conservation tool for primates. 
(KSR 13)




