


Community-First Governance Model
There are over 540,000 people living in and around the Lin’an Model Forest, 
including 13 towns and 5 subdistrict offices, 270 administrative villages 
and 47 communities. The Lin’an Model Forest partnership committee, 
comprised of 28 partners, includes members from forest research and 
education institutes, the government sector, NGOs, private companies, 
villages, and other entities. The committee’s strong ties with locals creates 
an environment of trust and ensures a collaborative approach to forest 
management and decision-making. 

Progress on the 
U.N. Sustainable 
Development Goals 

The Lin’an Model Forest and its partners actively 
engage in livelihood development options as well as 
climate change adaptation and mitigation research. This 
includes NTFP production and marketing opportunities, 
complementarity with understory crops to enhance food 
security, and research for measuring carbon storage and 
emissions. The Zhejiang Agriculture and Forestry College, 
a Model Forest partner, has erected China’s first carbon 
flux towers to measure carbon absorption and emissions 
over the long term. In addition, a research facility in the 
Model Forest studies the effects of climate change on 
bamboo growth and production, which is critical to 
ensuring long-term supply chain sustainability. 

This is one example of how the Lin’an Model Forest  
helps progress the SDGs.

Photos are sourced from Lin’an Model Forest, China, with credits to Baisha Village and the Bureau of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of Hangzhou Lin’an District.

Partners 
This publication has been produced with financial support from the 
Government of Canada’s Global Forest Leadership Program and through 
the International Model Forest Network (IMFN) Secretariat’s IMFN 
Climate initiative which supports efforts to scale up forest and landscape 
restoration, enable inclusive landscape governance, and equip the next 
generation of forest leaders to address the twin crises of climate change 
and biodiversity loss.

The International Model Forest Network (IMFN) is a voluntary global 
community of practice whose members and supporters work toward 
the sustainable management of forest‐based landscapes and natural 
resources through the Model Forest approach.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is a 
membership Union uniquely composed of both government and civil 
society organisations. By harnessing the experience, resources and reach 
of its more than 1,400 Member organisations and the input of some 
16,000 experts, IUCN is the global authority on the status of the natural 
world and the measures needed to safeguard it.

The Lin’an Model Forest has an executive committee formed by 
the Chinese Academy of Forestry, the Lin’an Forestry Bureau, and the 
University of  Agriculture and Forestry of Zhejiang Province.

RECOFTC is the current secretariat for the Regional Model Forest 
Network-Asia (RMFN-Asia), which facilitates regional cooperation. 
RECOFTC is an international nonprofit organization operating in the Asia-
Pacific region working towards a future where resilient communities with 
respected rights thrive in forest landscapes that they manage sustainably 
and equitably.

The Model Forest 
 

to SDG 13: Climate Action. 


