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● The Freshwater Network of the Global Biodiversity Information Facility 
serves up freshwater species occurrence datasets and the Freshwater 
Information Platform similarly provides access to a range of freshwater 
biodiversity datasets 
 

● The Ramsar Sites Information Service provides the locations of 
recognized wetlands of international importance  

 
Emerging considerations for inland water-related OECMs  

● OECMs can and most often will be influenced by current and future 
threats originating outside OECM boundaries (e.g. an upstream dam, or 
nonpoint source pollution derived from activities in the broader basin). 
These actions may compromise the effectiveness of an OECM in 
delivering inland water conservation outcomes over the long term. Also, if 
an area only mitigates against a limited subset of threats, the area may or 
may not be suitable as an OECM  
 

● OECMs can count towards the global 30% conservation target, but it is 
unclear in the context of the CBD when they would count towards the 
disaggregated inland waters target 
 

● Requirements to monitor inland water biodiversity may be necessary to 
ensure OECM effectiveness 

 
Additional OECM resources  
While the details of what constitutes and how to report on OECMs are still being developed, there 
are several resources that can be useful in understanding and beginning the process of identifying 
inland water-related OECMs (see below): 

 
● Recognising and reporting other effective area-based conservation measures (IUCN WCPA 

Technical Report) 
 

● 

https://www.gbif.org/network/d1627240-04ab-4162-aee9-b16df6bc8308
http://www.freshwaterplatform.eu/
http://www.freshwaterplatform.eu/
https://rsis.ramsar.org/
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/48773
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/our-union/commissions/world-commission-protected-areas/our-work/wcpa-publications/iucn-wcpa-good
/our-union/commissions/world-commission-protected-areas/our-work/wcpa-publications/iucn-wcpa-good
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-08-en.pdf
/our-union/commissions/world-commission-protected-areas/our-work/wcpa-publications/iucn-wcpa
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/thematic-areas/oecms?tab=OECMs
https://resources.unep-wcmc.org/products/WCMC_RT528
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/guide_r-mett_e.pdf
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