
Congress document WCC-2016-4.2-/Annex 3 
11 July 2016 

 
Commission on Environmental, Economic  

and Social Policy (CEESP)  
Report 2013–2016  

 
Chair: Aroha Te Pareake Mead, New Zealand  

 
 
1. Mission  
 
To contribute to the IUCN Mission by providing insights and expertise and promoting policies 
and action to harmonise the conservation of nature with the crucial socioeconomic and 
cultural concerns of human communities—such as livelihoods, human rights and 
responsibilities, human development, security, equity, and the fair and effective governance 
and equitable sharing of natural resources. 
 
2. Vision  



 

World Conservation Congress Members’ Assembly, CEESP’s achievements for the period 
2013–2016 are grouped under the four programme priorities listed in the CEESP Mandate 
(Sections 4A-4D) as well as under specific work areas (Sections 4D-4K). Acronyms of 
CEESP Themes and Specialist Groups are explained in Appendix A of this Report 
 
4.A  Development and promotion of a conservation ethic that supports diverse 
knowledge systems and values, delivers rights- based and equitable conservation with 
improved governance of natural resources and tangible livelihoods benefits, and links 
biological diversity with the cultural dimensions of nature conservation with a focus 
on the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities  
 
4.A.1 Framework for Nature Conservation and Protected Areas in the Pacific Islands 2014–
2020: In 2013, CEESP Theme on Culture and Conservation (TCC) commissioned a cultural 
audit/review of the Action Strategy for Nature Conservation and Protected Areas in the 
Pacific Islands region 2008–2012 to better integrate indigenous and local community 
interests and cultural dimensions into conservation work in the Pacific Islands. The review 
considered projects in three countries on the ground and discussed approaches and 
weaknesses in conservation policy and programming in the region under the Plan. The 
review was funded by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 
(SPREP) and was essential in providing a basis for much stronger language in the 
Framework’s goals, objectives and planned activities around 1) community participation in 
and management of conservation; 2) acknowledgement of the indivisibility of cultural and 
natural heritage; 3) the need for adapted community livelihood opportunities in conservation 



 

4.A.3 Integrating Traditional Knowledge into IUCN Knowledge Products: The Sustainable 
Use and Livelihoods Specialist Group (SULi) has been leading an effort to develop 
understanding and guidance on integrating traditional knowledge into Red List assessments. 
A Discussion Paper was produced and guidance will be reviewed and debated at the World 
Conservation Congress.  
 
4.A.4 Gender Mainstreaming: CEESP’s Asia Regional Vice Chair is Co-Chair of the Gender 
Advisory Panel of the Mangroves for the Future Programme (MFF). She has provided 
guidance on the mainstreaming of gender in the Strategic Framework for Action of the MFF 



 

4.B  Increased use of rights- based approaches to natural resource management 
and governance that promotes social and cultural equity, indigenous peoples ’ self -
determination, community governance, sustainable livelihoods and human security  
 
4.B.1 IUCN’s Implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(DRIP): CEESP has worked closely with IUCN’s Senior Social Policy Advisor to provide a 
range of reports to the IUCN Council and UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples on 
IUCN’s implementation of the UN-DRIP, including indigenous participation in IUCN 
programmes and Commissions, and on the implications of the principle of free, prior 
informed consent (FPIC) in IUCN’s work. CEESP also contributed to IUCN’s response to the 
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Indigenous Peoples, Local Communities, Equity and Protected Areas (TILCEPA) provided 
input for special programmes related to bridging the gap between nature and culture in World 
Heritage, rights-based approaches and the Natural Resources Governance Framework 
(NRGF). TILCEPA attended the Expert Workshop at the International Academy for Nature 
Conservation, Isle of Vilm, Germany, in March 2015. The aim of the expert group meeting 
was to develop strategies and methods for creating better understanding among IUCN, 
ICOMOS and ICCROM members on the intricate relationship between nature and culture in 
the context of World Heritage. 
 
4.B.6 Whakatane Mechanism: The Whatakane Mechanism (WM) is an outcome of the 
2011 CEESP ‘Sharing Power’ conference that was held in Whakatane, New Zealand and is a 
mechanism for promoting rights-based conservation through redressing historical injustices, 
including by securing communities’ rights to their lands and territories. The WM uses IUCN’s 
convening role to bring together stakeholders involved in conflicts relating to the designation 
or implementation of protected areas by providing independent guidance, proposing 
solutions and where possible implementing them. It is led by IUCN Member organisation, the 
Forest Peoples Programme, with support from Conservation International, the Secretariat 
and CEESP. Three pilot assessments are in progress in Kenya, Thailand, and the 



 

problems and opportunities in specific wild product trade chains in an event at the World 
Conservation Congress. 
 
4.C.2 Economic drivers of environmental degradation: Building on the successful 18th Issue 
of Policy Matters, “Macroeconomic Policies, Livelihoods and Sustainability”, CEESP Theme 
on Environment, Macro-Economics, Trade and Investment (TEMTI) developed some 
initiatives during the 2013–2016 term looking specifically at the issue of economic drivers. 
These have included applied research, peer reviewed papers and publications, training 
sessions, presentations to Regional Conservation Fora and to the IUCN Council. 
Acknowledgment by IUCN of the importance of the analysis of economic drivers has been a 
major objective of CEESP. 
 
4.C.3 Economic Perspectives on Global Sustainability: TEMTI produced a series of eight 
working papers covering key issues such as: the Rio+20 conference; South-South foreign 
direct investment in environmentally-sensitive sectors; global policy reforms and the food 
crisis; macroeconomic and sector level economic policies and their impact on poverty and 
inequality in sub-Sahara African countries; the political economy of natural resources in the 
context of the financial crisis; market-based mechanisms for climate change mitigation, 
including financial mechanisms, carbon trading, and technological change in coal energy and 
biofuels; carbon accounting and forest management in the Amazon.  
 
4.D  Enhanced capacity of civil society, governments and the private sector to 
ensure corporate social and environmental accountability and reduce the negative 



 

4.E Knowledge Baskets  
 
4.E.1 The term ‘knowledge baskets’ is inspired by the Maori tradition of the God Tane’s 
ascent through the twelve heavens to bring back to Earth, three baskets of Knowledge. 
CEESP proposed the concept of knowledge baskets to IUCN as a way of thinking beyond 
the language of knowledge ‘products’. For IUCN the term knowledge basket is used as a 
metaphor for working in a holistic way, valuing ethical, respectful and reciprocal relationships 
as well as investing in the human social and cultural dimensions of environmental 
knowledge. The IUCN Council in decision C/82/13 recognised the data underlying IUCN’s 
flagship knowledge products as global goods and also recognised that these same 
knowledge products are supported by standards, processes, relationships, capacity building 
and tools in baskets of knowledge mobilised through IUCN. For further information on the 
origins of ‘knowledge baskets’ refer: http://www.iucn.org/commissions/commission-
environmental-economic-and-social-policy/our-work/knowledge-baskets 
 
4.E.2  Natural Resource Governance Framework 
The Natural Resource Governance Framework (NRGF) is an IUCN initiative created for the 
purpose of providing a robust, inclusive, and credible approach to assessing and 
strengthening natural resource governance, at multiple levels and in diverse contexts. The 
overarching goal of NRGF is to: set standards and guidance for decision makers at all levels 
to make better and more just decisions on the use of natural resources and the distribution of 
nature’s benefits, following good governance principles, such that improved governance will 
enhance the contributions of ecosystems and biodiversity to equity and sustainability. The 
NRGF is hosted by CEESP, working in close collaboration with the IUCN Secretariat and 
partners across the Union.  
 
4.E.3 The NRGF was launched in 2013 for an initial phase of work. Activities have focused 
on developing core concepts, frameworks and tools; generating knowledge on natural 
resource governance issues and approaches—particularly through regional scoping and 
case studies; building relationships among key actors working on natural resource 
governance; and engaging with IUCN projects and programme

http://www.iucn.org/commissions/commission-environmental-economic-and-social-policy/our-work/knowledge-baskets
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survey that was developed and disseminated to programmes and Commissions in April 
2016. Together with a meeting held in Gland in January 2016, this work is advancing the 
development of the NRGF through further engagement with the range of governance-related 
work in IUCN programmes and identification of opportunities for collaboration. These 
activities have also reinforced awareness of the centrality of governance for delivery of good 
conservation, and for IUCN’s work in the next four-year programme. 
 
4.E.6 CEESP collaborated with the World Commission on Environmental Law and IUCN 
Environmental Law Centre to develop an
-0.00aN me



 

the reporting on this resolution and set up a Specialist Group on Religion, Spirituality, 
Environmental Conservation and Climate Justice (ReSpECC) which became operational in 
2015. In 2015, ReSpeCC put together a distinguished panel of religious leaders for the IUCN 
Pavilion at the UNFCCC climate negotiations in Paris. The event received substantial 
attention in the media, bringing together representatives of the Vatican, the World Council of 
Churches, Islamic, Vedic and Buddhist organisations. Throughout 2016, ReSpECC in 
cooperation with the IUCN Secretariat has been concentrating on setting up a multi-
faith High Level Panel for the World Conservation Congress. There will also be a round-table 
dialogue on spirituality, ethics and mining.  
 
4.G Contribution to international processes  
  
Commission members have been active participants in a wide range of international 
processes relevant to IUCN and CEESP’s mandate. In some cases, Commission members 
have participated as part of the IUCN delegation and in other cases they participated as 
experts, invited speakers, or as part of government or NGO delegations.  
  
4.G.1 Convention on Biological Diversity: SULi leads IUCN’s engagement in the relatively 
recently launched Collaborative Partnership on Wildlife under the CBD, a body of 13 
international organisations (including the CBD, CITES, CMS, FAO, etc.) with a substantive 
mandate on sustainable wildlife management. The CPW has developed and launched a 
range of technical publications to advise and influence policy debates in this area, including 
on bushmeat, food security, human-wildlife conflict, and human-livestock health. 
  
4.G.2 Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES): SULi is active in CITES, particularly focused on two areas: enhancing the 
conservation and local livelihood benefits of wildlife trade, and increasing attention to 
community-based responses to illegal wildlife trade. It has developed relevant publications 
and reports and organised side-events at CITES meetings to present relevant research and 
insights to CITES Parties and stakeholders. 
 
4.G.3 UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP): The CEESP 
Chair contributed as an invited expert to the EMRIP ‘Study on the Promotion and Protection 
of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples with respect to their Cultural Heritage’ and as an IUCN 
representative at the Expert’s Workshop on the Review of EMRIP’s mandate.  
 
4.G.4 UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII): CEESP participates in the 
annual sessions of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. This provides an 
opportunity to expand CEESP’s outreach to indigenous partners, support IUCN activities and 
track critical issues important to indigenous peoples. CEESP engaged in dialogues during 
the 13th session which focused on Principles of good governance consistent with the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: articles 3 to 6 and 46, where we 
engaged in a discussion on the Whakatane Mechanism. For the most recent UNPFII session 



 

nature’s services, bio-cultural diversity, indigenous participation and stakeholder 
engagement. 
 
4.G.6 UN Framework Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC): CEESP participated in the 
IUCN delegation to the UNFCCC. In 2016, this included participation in the Bonn 
intersessional (APA 1 / SBI 44) in May and preparations for COP22 in Marrakech. The 
CEESP focus is on social movements being able to access the UNFCCC and engage with 
IUCN policy developments. The focus is on human rights norms and the role of indigenous 
peoples in climate adaptation and mitigation. IUCN has a working group on adaptation that 
links several Commissions with Secretariat staff. This cooperation is most evident in the 
Nairobi Work Programme on climate vulnerability, impacts and adaptation. 
 
4.G.7  World Intellectual Property Organisation Intergovernmental Committee on Genetic 
Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (WIPO-IGC): The CEESP Chair contributed 
as an invited expert to the WIPO IGC’s 30th session on genetic resources and traditional 
knowledge. IGC deliberations have hit a stalemate at present and require a rejuvenation of 
new expertise to move negotiations forward. CEESP can make a valuable contribution to 
future IGC sessions. 
 
4.G.8 Building Capacity to Support Rights-Based Approaches in the World Heritage 
Convention is a pilot project led by ICOMOS Norway to develop best practices in RBAs in the 
context of World Heritage. The TILCEPA Co-Chair presented a case study entitled, Building 
Capacity to Support Rights-Based Approaches In The World Heritage Convention: Learning t i t l e d TILCEPA 



 

at the meeting and have proposed an additional meeting at World Conservation Congress in 
Hawaii.  
 
4.H.3 Asia Region (ARO): The Regional Vice Chair for Asia represented CEESP at the Asia 
Regional Conservation Forum held in Bangkok in August 2015 where a profile of 
Commission membership in Asia was presented. There are 185 members at present, an 
increase of 33 members from 2014, in a total of 19 countries in Asia. A roster of expertise 
had been developed and sent to the members, which focussed on membership and 
engagement and revealed that CEESP members would like to engage with the Commission 
in projects and programmes, workshops and training, and research. The diverse expertise of 
the members is in the areas of: agriculture, forests, biodiversity, public policy, climate 
change, gender, human rights, finance and economics, and poverty. The Regional Vice 
Chair is a member of the Executive Committee of the Pakista



 

work with CEESP to organise this course in partnership with interested universities. This 
activity is ongoing in its curriculum design phase. 
 
4.I  Working with IUCN Commissions  – CEESP shares three specialist groups with 
other Commissions; Sustainable Use and Livelihoods (SULi) with SSC, SG on Indigenous 
Peoples, Customary & Environmental Laws & Human Rights (SPICEH) with WCEL and the 
Theme on Indigenous Peoples & Local Communities, Equity and Protected Areas (TILCEPA) 
with WCPA to varying degrees of success. SULi has proven to be the most effective and 
active joint Commission initiative. WCPA is restructuring and has indicated they no longer 
wish to retain TILCEPA – this will likely become a CEESP-only Theme 





 

works with the Chair on the day-to-day running of the Commission but all policy and strategic 
issues are made by the full Steering Committee. 



 

7. Finances  
 
7.1 CEESP’s finances were managed by the Executive/Administrative Officer, the Chair 
and the Steering Committee’s Financial Officer. Financial transactions (receipts and 
disbursements) and accounting were capably carried out by the finance department of the 
IUCN Oceania Regional Office in Fiji. The Commission operates with an annual Commission 
Operation Fund (COF). CEESP received a total of CHF 863,000 over the period 2013–2016, 
the average over the four years is CHF 215,750. The amount of the COF is determined by 
the Council annually with no carry-over from year to year, which makes long-term planning 
difficult. Nevertheless, we prepared annual budgets that were approved each year by the 
Steering Committee. As a result, and with careful management of funds, CEESP has never 
overspent the budget. 
 
7.2 The Commission’s greatest expenses were for travel, including (1) for the Chair and 
Deputy Chair to participate in IUCN Council Meetings as well as to represent CEESP in other 
IUCN meetings and those of other organizations, and (2) for Commission Steering 
Committee and Executive Committee meetings. Other major areas of expense were: 
Communication—Commission newsletter, the peer reviewed journal Policy Matters, and 
other small publications; Theme and Specialist Group projects including Knowledge 
Products; administration; Commission participation in the World Parks Congress and World 
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Full List of CEESP Chair, Deputy Chair, Steering Committee and Officers who served 
the Commission during the period 2012– 2016 

 
Executive CHAIR Aroha Te Pareake 

Mead (Aotearoa NZ) 
CEESP & IUCN Council 

Executive Deputy Chair and Financial Officer Richard Cellarius 
(USA) 

CEESP 

TCC Theme on Culture and 
Conservation 

Elise Hufer (France & 
USA) and Adi Meretui 
Ratunabuabua (Fiji) 

CEESP 


