
PHUKET MARRIOTT RESORT & SPA, 
MERLIN BEACH

H O U S E  R E E F 
M A R I N E  G U I D E

JUVENILE YELLOW BOXFISH (Ostracion cubicus)



BRAIN CORAL (Platygyra)

��

MARINE GUIDE

PHUKET MARRIOTT RESORT & SPA, 
MERLIN BEACH

An identication guide to the marine life on the hotel reef
All photos by Sirachai Arunrungstichai at the Marriott Merlin Beach reef

Over the past three years, Marriott and the IUCN have been working together nationwide on the Mangroves 
for the Future Project. As part of the new 5-year environmental strategy, we have incorporated coral reef 
ecosystems as part of an integrated coastal management plan. Mangrove forests and coral reefs are the most 
productive ecosystems in the marine environment, and thus must be kept healthy in order for marine systems 
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GOLDBAND FUSILIER (Pterocaesio chrysozona)
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DAMSELFISHES 
( P O M A C EN T R I D A E )

�2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���F�R�P�P�R�Q���J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I���Ì�V�K���R�Q���D���U�H�H�I�����Z�L�W�K
�R�Y�H�U�����������V�S�H�F�L�H�V���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H�����7�K�H���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���Ì�V�K
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�������W�K�L�V�������I�D�P�L�O�\�������L�V�������W�K�H�����Z�H�O�O�������N�Q�R�Z�Q�������&�O�R�Z�Q�Ì�V�K�������R�U
�$�Q�H�P�R�Q�H�Ì�V�K�����'�D�P�V�H�O�Ì�V�K�H�V�����U�D�Q�J�H�����L�Q���V�L�]�H�����I�U�R�P�����D�����I�H�Z
centimeters  to  30 cm, varying immensely in color but 
maintaining a similar arrow like body shape. 
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FALSE CLOWN ANEMONEFISH (Amphiprion ocellaris)

SKUNK ANEMONEFISH (Amphiprion akallopisos)



GOLDEN DAMSELFISH (Amblyglyphidodon aureus) JEWEL DAMSELFISH (Plectroglyphidodon lacrymatus)

THREE-SPOT DASCYLLUS (Dascyllus trimaculatus) NEON DAMSELFISH (Pomacentris pavo)

��



�6�P�D�O�O���F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O���G�L�V�F���O�L�N�H���Ì�V�K�H�V�����Z�K�R�V�H���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���D
reef is an indicator of reef health. Bright yellow is the
featured color in this family, with varying stripes and
color  patterns,  many  species  have a false ‘eyespot’
near the tail to confuse predators. The name ‘Chae-
todont’ refers to the bristle like teeth found in 
all species in the family. 

OVAL BUTTERFLYFISH (Chaetodon trifasciatus)

BUTTERFLYFISHES 
( C H A ET O D O N T I D A E )
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TRIANGULAR BUTTERFLYFISH
(Chaetodon triangulum)  

JUVENILE ANDAMAN BUTTERFLYFISH 
(Chaetodon andamanensis)

��

COLLARE BUTTERFLYFISH
(Chaetodon collare)

INDIAN VAGABOND BUTTERFLYFISH
(Chaetodon decussatus)



�3�U�H�G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W�O�\���E�U�L�J�K�W�O�\���F�R�O�R�U�H�G�����Ì�V�K���U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���V�K�D�S�H
�D�Q�G���V�L�]�H�������&�D�U�Q�L�Y�R�U�R�X�V���Ì�V�K���W�K�D�W�����X�V�H�����S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���M�D�Z�V���W�R
feed on worms, sea urchins, and corals, among other
animals. 

MOON WRASSE (Thalassoma lunare)

JANSEN'S WRASSE (Thalassoma jansenii) BLUESTREAK CLEANER WRASSE (Labroides dimidatus)

WRASSES 
( L A B R I D A E )
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JUVENILE LIONFISH (Pterois volitans) TASSLED SCORPIONFISH (Scorpaenopsis oxycephala)

SCORPIONFISH 
( S C O R P A E N I D A E )

������

�$���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���Ì�V�K�H�V�����W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�P�H���L�V���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���Y�H�Q�R�P�R�X�V���V�S�L�Q�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���S�U�H�G�D�W�R�U�V��
�D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���D�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���Ì�V�K���W�R���F�D�P�R�X�Í�D�J�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���U�H�H�I�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H���Q�R�F�W�X�U�Q�D�O���S�U�H�G�D�W�R�U�V���W�K�D�W���I�H�H�G���R�Q���F�U�X�V�W�D�F�H�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�P�D�O�O��
�Ì�V�K���X�V�L�Q�J���D�P�E�X�V�K���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V��









JUVENILE YELLOW BOXFISH (Ostracion cubicus) SPOTTED TOBY (Canthigaster solandri)

BLACK BLOTCHED PORCUPINEFISH (Diodon liturosus) SPOTTED TRUNKFISH (Ostracion meleagris)

����













�)�,�1�*�(�5���&�2�5�$�/��(Porites lutea) �&�$�8�/�,�)�/�2�:�(�5���&�2�5�$�/
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�+�(�/�0�(�7���&�2�5�$�/��(Diploastrea heliopora) �%�8�%�%�/�(���&�2�5�$�/��(Plerogyra sinuosa)

�%�8�%�%�/�(���&�2�5�$�/��(Physogyra lichtensteni) �7�2�2�7�+���&�2�5�$�/ (Galaxea fascicularis)





����

�%�O�D�F�N���6�H�D���&�X�F�X�P�E�H�U��(Holothuria atra)



����
�3�R�U�F�H�O�D�L�Q���&�U�D�E (Neopetrolisthes maculatus) �Z�L�W�K���H�J�J�V�*�X�D�U�G��Crab (Trapezia spp.)

�+�H�U�P�L�W���&�U�D�E��(Paguroid
..6791601 oli.668 -1797 c
-6.10 7.46 -2.771 7
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�&�R�U�D�O�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �V�X�V�F�H�S�W�L�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�� �G�D�P�D�J�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �E�R�D�W�� �D�Q�F�K�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G��
�Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�H�I���� �%�R�D�W�V���W�K�D�W���D�Q�F�K�R�U���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�H�I���� �I�R�U���H�L�W�K�H�U���Ì�V�K�L�Q�J���R�U��
�V�Q�R�U�N�H�O�L�Q�J�����G�U�R�S���D�Q�F�K�R�U�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���G�H�V�W�U�R�\���F�R�U�D�O�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q��
�P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�������� �\�H�D�U�V�� �W�R���J�U�R�Z�� �W�R���V�X�F�K�� �V�L�]�H�V���� �2�X�U�� �W�H�D�P�� �Z�R�U�N�V�� �W�R���H�G�X�F�D�W�H��
�K�R�W�H�O���J�X�H�V�W�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���H�Ë�H�F�W�V���R�Q���F�R�U�D�O�V�����D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V���J�X�H�V�W�V���W�R���J�R��
�V�Z�L�P�P�L�Q�J���R�Q�O�\���D�W���K�L�J�K���W�L�G�H�����D�Q�G���W�R���E�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O���Z�K�H�Q���V�Q�R�U�N�H�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���O�R�Q�J��
�Í�L�S�S�H�U�V��



����

�:�K�H�Q�� �E�U�R�N�H�Q�� �L�Q�W�R�� �P�D�Q�\�� �S�L�H�F�H�V���� �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U�� �E�\�� �D�Q�F�K�R�U�V�� �R�U�� �I�H�H�W���� �F�R�U�D�O��
�I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���G�L�H���X�Q�O�H�V�V���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���V�H�F�X�U�H�G���E�D�F�N���R�Q���W�R���W�K�H��
�U�H�H�I�����:�K�L�O�H���G�L�Y�L�Q�J�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���E�U�R�N�H�Q���F�R�U�D�O���I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�Q���E�H��
�H�D�V�L�O�\�� �Z�H�G�J�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R�� �K�R�O�H�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�H�I���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�O�O�� �U�H�D�W�W�D�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �J�U�R�Z�� �R�Y�H�U��
�W�L�P�H���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �D�Q�� �H�D�V�\�� �Z�D�\�� �W�R�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �F�R�U�D�O�� �F�R�Y�H�U�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�H�I���� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�H�V�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���E�U�R�N�H�Q���I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���G�L�H��

�'�,�9�(�5�6���`�5�(�3�/�$�1�7�,�1�*�a���%�5�2�.�(�1���&�2�5�$�/���)�5�$�*�0�(�1�7�6���2�1���7�2���7�+�(���5�(�(�)
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