


Tried and tested tools exist to optimize economic, environmental, and social outcomes from
hydropower

Application of these tools would capitalize on Vietnam’s strong spatial and hydrological modeling
skills.

But no institutional or planning framework exists in which regional hydropower planning can take
place; MRC can’t provide this framework.

Vietnamese leadership on regional hydropower planningis therefore essential.

Mekong is arguably equivalent to the East Sea as a national security issue and requires a
national response involving government, National Assembly, business, and research centers

Need broad-based diplomaticand economic engagement to change the course of hydropower
developmentin Laos and Cambodia.

Business engagementis key because businessis part of both the problem (Hoang Anh-GiaLai on Xe
Kong, firms benefiting from cheap electricity) and the solution (RE firms manufacturing in Vietnam).

Next steps


https://global.nature.org/content/power-of-rivers
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/05/31/joint-statement-enhancing-comprehensive-partnership-between-united
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/05/31/joint-statement-enhancing-comprehensive-partnership-between-united

