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or legal, public or private, has the 
duty to take care of the 
environment. To this end, 
everyone contributes at their 
own levels to the conservation, 
protection and restoration of the 
integrity of the Earth’s 
ecosystem. 

Colombo Declaration on 
Common Environment 
Programme (Preamble, 
paragraph 9
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x. Commission a SAARC Inter-governmental Marine Initiative to strengthen the understanding of shared 
oceans and water bodies in the region and the critical roles they play in sustainable living to be supported by 
the SAARC Coastal Zone Management Center;  
  
xi. Stress the imperative of conservation of bio-diversity and natural resources and monitoring of mountain 
ecology covering the   mountains in the region;  
 
xii. Commission a SAARC Inter-governmental Mountain Initiative on mountain ecosystems, particularly 
glaciers and their contribution to sustainable development and livelihoods to be supported by SAARC 
Forestry Center; 
 

DISASTER MANAGEMENT IN 
SOUTH ASIA: A Comprehensive 
Regional Framework For Action 
2006-2015  
(Part II paragraph 1) 
(Part IV (A) paragraph 1) 
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immediately notify other States 
of any natural disasters or other 
emergencies that are likely to 
produce sudden harmful effects 
on the environment of those 
States. Parties shall promptly 
cooperate to help concerned 
States. 

Article 8 – Polluter Pays 
Parties shall ensure that 
prevention, mitigation and 
remediation costs for pollution, 
and other environmental 
disruptions and degradation are, 
to the greatest possible extent, 
borne by their originator. 

“Thimphu Statement on Climate 
Change”   (Preamble) 

Mindful that while South Asia’s contribut ion to climate change is minimal, the impacts of this global 
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SAARC Ministerial Statement on 
Cooperation on Environment - 
"Delhi Statement"  (paragraph 
5) 

5. They emphasized the need to give a new impetus to afforestation and the sustainable management of 
forests and its resources, including through community- based methods. 

Article 11 – Access to 
Environmental Justice 
Parties shall ensure the right of 
effective and affordable access to 
administrative and judicial 
procedures, including redress and 
remedies, to challenge acts or 
omissions of public authorities or 
private persons which contravene 
environmental law, taking into 
consideration the provisions of 
the present Pact. 

  

Article 12 – Education and 
Training 
The Parties shall ensure that 
environmental education, to the 
greatest possible extent, is taught 
to members of the younger 
generation as well as to adults, in 
order to inspire in everyone a 
responsible conduct in protecting 
and improving the environment. 
The Parties shall ensure the 
protection of freedom of 
expression and information in 
environmental matters. They 
support the dissemination by 
mass media of information of an 
educational nature on 
ecosystems and on the need to 
protect and preserve the 
environment. 

"SAARC Environmental Action 
Plan" (Paragraph 6d) 
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SAARC Ministerial Statement on 
Cooperation on Environment - 
"Delhi Statement"  
(paragraphs 4, 12, 15) 

4. … They noted the need for biodiversity protection and regulation, including through scientific methods.  
 
12. The Ministers also noted the importance of the High Level Conference on Technology Development and 
Transfer organized by the Government of India in cooperation with UNDESA and expressed hope that this 
will be an important contribution to the agreed outcomes at Copenhagen.  
 
15. The Ministers further agreed on a series of cross-cutting measures for mutual cooperation between 
Member States across areas of the environment:  

 Identify and create opportunities for activities achievable through regional cooperation and south -
south support in terms of technology and knowledge transfer; 

 Agree to continued sharing of experience within SAARC for development of common approach to 
the environmental challenges; through workshops, seminars, conferences and expositions, training 
programmes and to foster the regional cooperation on priority environmental issues;  

SAARC Declaration on Climate 
Change 

 SAARC 
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Convinced that South Asia could benefit from cooperative regional initiatives and approaches, exchange of 
experiences, knowledge, transfer of technology, best practices to address the challenges posed by climate 
change; 
 
Determined to address the adverse effects of climate change in accordance w ith the purposes and principles 
of regional cooperation enshrined in the SAARC Charter;  
 
ii. Agree to establish an Inter-governmental Expert Group on Climate Change to develop clear policy 
direction and guidance for regional cooperation as envisaged in the  SAARC Plan of Action on Climate 
Change;
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Article 15 – Effectiveness of 
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assess vulnerability due to climate change to be supported by SAARC Meteorological Research Center;  
  
xiv. Commission a SAARC Inter-governmental Climate-related Disasters Initiative on the integration of 
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) with Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) to be supported by SAARC Disaster 
Management Center; 

Dhaka Declaration and SAARC 
Plan on Climate Change 

The Fourteenth SAARC Summit (New Delhi, 3-4 April 2007) expressed "deep concern" over the global climate 
change and called for pursuing a climate resilient development in South Asia.  
 
During the Twenty-ninth session of the SAARC Council of Ministers (New Del hi, 7-8 December 2007), the 
Council felt that given the vulnerabilities, inadequate means and limited capacities, there was a need to 
ensure rapid social and economic development to make SAARC climate change resilient.  

SAARC Ministerial Statement on 
Cooperation on Environment - 
"Delhi Statement"  
(paras 1, 6, 16, 17) 

1. The Ministers recognized the critical importance of effective planning and management of environmental 
protection systems, including environmental pollution, and conservation of aquatic and marin e ecosystems. 
 
6. The Ministers emphasized the need to identify transboundary biodiversity zones and develop a framework 
for transboundary biodiversity conservation, including exploration of potential biodiversity conservation 
corridors. 
 
16. The Ministers took note of the Draft SAARC Treaty on Cooperation in the field of Environment, and 
directed that an Inter-governmental Expert Group Meeting be convened at an early date to discuss and 
finalize the draft Treaty for signature at the forthcoming Sixteenth S AARC Summit. 
  
17. The Ministers directed that the draft SAARC Agreement on Natural Disaster Rapid Response Mechanism 
be finalized for signing at the Sixteenth SAARC Summit at Thimphu, Bhutan, in April 2010.  
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Article 18 – Cooperation
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