
The Ramsar Convention requires its Contracting Parties to designate sites 

as Wetlands of International Importance (or Ramsar Sites). In designating 

a wetland, a Contracting Party commits to maintain its ecological character. 





A RAM may address single or multiple issues related to actual or potential change in the 
�H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���R�I���D���5�D�P�V�D�U���6�L�W�H�����2�I���W�K�H���������S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���5�$�0���U�H�S�R�U�W�V�����D�V���R�I���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U��
2017), 27 focus on a single issue and 49 address multiple issues. 

The primary matters addressed in single-issue RAMs include the impact of proposed 
development projects, water management, implementation of Convention provisions and 
mechanisms and the impact of invasive alien species. Proposed developments have included 
�W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���V�H�F�W�R�U�V�����L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�����L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�����X�U�E�D�Q���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�Q�G���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O����
�:�D�W�H�U���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V�V�X�H�V���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���U�L�Y�H�U���E�D�V�L�Q���V�F�D�O�H���L�V�V�X�H�V�����F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�R���K�\�G�U�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
regimes and change in water quality. Issues related to implementation of Convention provisions 
�D�Q�G���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�V���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���5�D�P�V�D�U���6�L�W�H���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U��
Article 4.2, and potential removal of Ramsar Sites from the Montreux Record.

Addressing multiple issues: Parc national des Virunga, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (2014)
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How is a Ramsar Advisory Mission requested? 
It is the Contracting Party, through the Administrative Authority, that initiates the process 
�E�\���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���D���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���I�R�U���D���5�$�0���W�R���W�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�����$���5�D�P�V�D�U���6�L�W�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���D��
RAM should contact the relevant Administrative Authority 4���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�I��
a RAM.
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What is the Ramsar Advisory Mission process?
�$���&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J���3�D�U�W�\���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���E�\���V�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���I�R�U���D���5�$�0���W�R���W�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W����
which works with the relevant Ramsar Administrative Authority to determine the terms 
�R�I���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����7�R�5�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���5�$�0���L�V���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\��
�W�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W���D�Q�G���L�W���L�V���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���E�\���D���W�H�D�P���R�I���H�[�S�H�U�W�V���W�K�D�W���W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�V���D���V�L�W�H���Y�L�V�L�W��
�D�Q�G���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�V���D���G�U�D�I�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���Z�L�W�K���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W���L�V���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���I�R�U���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W��
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�R�U�J���V�H�D�U�F�K�"�I�>���@� �W�\�S�H�����$�S�H�U�V�R�Q�	�I�>���@� �¿�H�O�G�B�W�D�J�B�U�R�O�H�V�����$�������	�V�H�D�U�F�K�B�D�S�L�B�Y�L�H�Z�V�B�I�X�O�O�W�H�[�W� ��
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What does a Ramsar Advisory Mission produce?
�5�$�0�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���Z�L�W�K���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�����F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�¶�V��
�U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���O�L�Q�N�H�G���W�R���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�V�����F�D�Q���Y�D�U�\��
�L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Q�X�P�E�H�U�����7�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�¶�V���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�S�R�V�H���D���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P���I�R�U��
�P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W���L�V���¿�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J���3�D�U�W�\���K�D�V���K�D�G���D�Q��
opportunity to review and comment. 

Joint missions: Parque Nacional Cabo Pulmo, México (2011)
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�X�Q�G�H�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����,�W���L�V���D�O�V�R���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���:�R�U�O�G���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���6�L�W�H�����,�V�O�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���$�U�H�D�V��
�R�I���W�K�H���*�X�O�I���R�I���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�������7�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���K�D�V���P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���¿�V�K�L�Q�J���W�R���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\��
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���Z�K�D�O�H���Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�F�X�E�D���G�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G��
�Z�D�W�H�U�V��
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�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Q�H�[�W���W�R���W�K�H���6�L�W�H�����7�K�H���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�H�D�P���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I��
�W�K�H���5�D�P�V�D�U���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�����8�1�(�6�&�2���:�R�U�O�G���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���&�H�Q�W�U�H���D�Q�G���,�8�&�1�����7�K�H���M�R�L�Q�W���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
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Implementing recommendations: Ringkøbing Fjord, Denmark (1996)
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example, the recommendations of a RAM report, if implemented, could facilitate a Site’s 
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Party to follow up and decide whether and how to implement recommendations addressed 
to it. An effective response to a RAM report requires national-level ownership. One means 
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process (which could still have participation from international experts) for translating RAM 
recommendations into a national action plan.



A step in a long-term process: Chilika Lake, India (2001)
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related to changes in the ecological character at a Ramsar Site, a RAM can provide numerous 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���D���&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J���3�D�U�W�\�����V�H�H���W�K�H���E�R�[���E�H�O�R�Z�������)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����5�$�0���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���D�U�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\��
�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���P�D�\���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V���I�R�U���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�W���5�D�P�V�D�U���6�L�W�H�V�����7�K�H�L�U��
�U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���K�H�O�S�H�G���V�R�P�H���&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J���3�D�U�W�L�H�V���S�U�R�F�X�U�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P��
�H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�����:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V���H�[�S�H�U�W�V���F�D�Q���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�����W�K�H��
�L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P���F�D�Q���K�H�O�S���E�U�H�D�N���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���G�H�D�G�O�R�F�N���D�Q�G��
�P�R�Y�H���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���W�R�Z�D�U�G���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V�����,�W���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���K�H�O�S���U�D�L�V�H���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���D�E�R�X�W���Z�H�W�O�D�Q�G���L�V�V�X�H�V��
and the Convention, as well as engagement of other actors. 
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Contracting Parties can address actual or potential changes in the ecological character 
of Ramsar Sites. For example, the Secretariat may suggest an ad hoc mission outside the 
formal remit of the RAM; provide direct advice, drawing on the extensive experience of the 
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�I�R�U���7�U�R�S�L�F�D�O���:�H�W�O�D�Q�G���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����5�D�P�V�D�U���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
�%�X�U�H�D�X�����0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���R�I���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���)�R�U�H�V�W�V�����&�K�L�O�L�N�D��
�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���:�H�W�O�D�Q�G�V���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O����
�$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���U�D�P�V�D�U���R�U�J���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���U�D�P�V�D�U��
�D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W���������L�Q�G�L�D��������������

-- �-�R�Q�H�V�����7�������	���3�U�L�W�F�K�D�U�G�����'���(��������������������Comprehensive 
review and analysis of Ramsar Advisory Mission (RAM) 
reports.���&�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�Q�F�\���U�H�S�R�U�W���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F��
�D�Q�G���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���5�H�Y�L�H�Z���3�D�Q�H�O���R�I���W�K�H���5�D�P�V�D�U���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
�R�Q���:�H�W�O�D�Q�G�V�����$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���U�D�P�V�D�U���R�U�J��
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���D�Q�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I��
�U�D�P�V�D�U���D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���U�D�P���U�H�S�R�U�W�V����

-- �5�D�P�V�D�U���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���%�X�U�H�D�X��������������������Management 
Guidance Procedure: Ringkøbing Fjord Ramsar Site, 
Denmark.

