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‘OECMs’ represent a 
significant step 
forward in the 
formal recognition of 
conservation beyond 
protected areas









STRATEGIC PLAN (2011-2020)
TARGET 11

By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland
water areas and 10 per cent of coastal and marine
areas, especially areas of particular importance for
biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved
through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically
representative and well-connected systems of
protected areas and other effective area-based
conservation measures, and integrated into the wider
landscape and seascape.



15% terrestrial protected areas

Global protected areas coverage



8% global ocean 
protected areas
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IUCN & CBD PROCESS



OTHER EFFECTIVE AREA-BASED CONSERVATION 
MEASURE (COP 14)

A geographically defined area other than a Protected Area …

which is governed and managed …

in ways that achieve positive and sustained long-term outcomes for 
the in situ conservation of biodiversity …

with associated ecosystem functions and services and where 
applicable, cultural, spiritual, socio-economic, and other locally 

relevant values.
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objective. Their core function is to promote the in-
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Other effective area-based conservation measures
OECMs should deliver the effective in-situ
conservation of biodiversity, regardless of their
primary management objectives.
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“POSITIVE AND SUSTAINED LONG TERM OUTCOMES 

FOR THE IN SITU CONSERVATION OF BIODIVERSITY”

• Sustained: Continuity of governance and management.

• Positive (Effective): The area achieves, or is expected to achieve, 
positive and sustained outcomes for the in situ conservation of 
biodiversity.

• Biodiversity: Communities of rare, threatened or endangered 
species, representative natural ecosystems, range restricted 
species, key biodiversity areas, areas providing critical ecosystem 
functions and services, areas for ecological connectivity.
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SPECTRUM OF PROTECTED AREAS 
AND OECMs



OECMs can provide recognition, support and security 
to diverse areas of conservation outcomes and good 
governance (outside PAs)



And across all four governance types: *government, 
*private, *Indigenous peoples and local communities, 
and *shared



OECMs requires us 
to engage very 

directly with 
governance 



OECMs – GLOBAL OPPORTUNITIES
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OPPORTUNITIES/CHALLENGES

• ‘OECMs’ - as a new international legal designation – validates
efforts to conserve biodiversity outside of PAs

• Provides official recognition of the governance authority and
management regime

• This might a) enhance security, b) lead to more appropriate
support

• New policies, laws and institutional arrangements may be
required providing an opportunity to enhance current
approaches

• Might lead to improvements in sectoral practices

- None of these opportunities are guaranteed -



IUCN GUIDANCE

www.iucn.org/theme/protected-areas/wcpa/what-we-do/oecms
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THANK YOU

harry@futurelaw.org



MARINE FOCUS
• All marine OECMs should produce the “conservation of ecosystems and 

natural habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable populations 
of species in their natural surroundings” (CBD Article 2), not just a 
sustainable  population of one/a few species. 

• IUCN suggest that there should be no vertical zoning for OECMs. 

• OECMs in the marine context could include: 
– Some locally managed marine areas. 
– Permanent or long-term fisheries closure areas designed to protect complete 

ecosystems for stock recruitment, to protect specialised ecosystems in their 
entirety, or protect species at risk through the in-situ conservation of 
biodiversity as a whole, and are demonstrated to be effective against fishery 
and non-fishery threats alike. 

– Totally closed areas, such as war graves. 

• Marine OECMs will not be areas that: 
–


