
Conservation of

TURTLES
MARINE
in the Mediterranean Sea



Xli gyvvirx gsrwivzexmsr wxexyw sj Qihmxivverier qevmri xyvxpiw mw fewih sr xli qswx ythexih wgmirxmĂg 
ors{pihki erh gsrwivzexmsr iʆsvxw> xlmw wxexyw gerrsx fi gsrwmhiv



 Greece	 Southern Kyparissia Bay	 9.5	 1403
 Greece	 Laganas Bay, Zakinthos	 5.5	 938
 Turkey	 Anamur	 12	 791
 Cyprus	 Chrysochou Bay	 12	 658
 Turkey	 Belek	 16	 628
 Turkey	 Dalyan	 4.7	 307
 Greece	 Rethymno, Crete	 10.8	 275
 Cyprus	 West Coast	 5	 249
 Greece	 Lakonikos Bay	 	 5.5þø Turkey



Xli Qihmxivverier mw e fsyrxmjyp wie0 
fyx lsphw qer} herkivw jsv qevmri 
xyvxpiw2 Mx lew e vipexmzip} wqepp wyvjegi 
evie ,609540444 oq6- fyx qsvi xler 54 
qmppmsr tistpi pmzi epsrk mxw gsewx2 Mx mw 
epws sri sj xli {svphùw pevkiwx kpsfep 
xsyvmwx hiwxmrexmsrw0 exxvegxmrk epqswx e 
xlmvh sj xli {svphùw mrxivrexmsrep xsyvmwxw 
iziv} }iev2 Epxlsykl glevegxivm~ih f} 
its beautiful natural and cultural heritage 
erh vmgl fmshmzivwmx}0 xli Qihmxivverier 
mw epws e xvsyfpih erh sziv1i|tpsmxih wie0 
{livi qevmri xyvxpiw evi xlviexirih f} e 
verki sj jegxsvw2 Mrxirwi hizipstqirx0 
szivywi sj xli qevmri erh gsewxep ~sriw0 
and agriculture are causing degradation 

of marine 
and terrestrial 
lefmxexw0 mrgpyhmrk 
disturbance and 
destruction of 
riwxmrk fiegliw2 
Gpmqexi glerki1
driven alterations 

with the increase of air and seawater 
xiqtivexyviw0 wie pizip vmwi erh wizivmx} 
of storm events are also threats impacting 
wie xyvxpiw mr xli Qihmxivverier2 Xyvxpiw 
are also vulnerable to factors such as 
gvsww1gsrxmrirxep qevmxmqi xveʇg0 lmkl 
Ăwlmrk tviwwyvi0 sjxir mrzspzmrk tvegxmgiw 
{lmgl evi le~evhsyw xs qevmri xyvxpiw 
erh xs qevmri tsppyxmsr {lmgl eʆigxw xli 
{lspi Qihmxivverier0 jvsq xli fiegliw xs 
xli hiit1wie ăssv2

Rsrixlipiww0 kmzir xli xlviexw xs xliwi 
wtigmiw0 wmkrmĂgerx iʆsvxw f} rexyvepmwxw0 
the general public and administrations 
are needed to conserve them for 
jyxyvi kirivexmsrw2 Xli Qihmxivverier 
population of the loggerhead turtle is 
gyvvirxp} gpewwmĂih ew öPiewx Gsrgivr÷ 
yrhiv xli Vih Pmwx ,VP- gvmxivme2 Xlmw wxexyw 
has been achieved and maintained thanks 
irxmvip} xs psrk1xivq gsrwivzexmsr iʆsvxw2 
Mediterranean green turtle populations 
lezi }ix xs fi ewwiwwih2

Lexglpmrk pswx mr x}vi xvegow2 O}tevmwwme Fe}0 Tipstsrriwi0 KviigiXyvxpi jempih gve{p mr Rexyve 6444 wmxi mr G}tvyw
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Although physically and 
physiologically perfectly 
adapted to live at sea, 
sea turtles depend on the 
terrestrial environment 
during one of the most 
vital phases of their 
life cycle: nesting and 
incubation of their eggs 
on coastal beaches.

MAIN THREATS affecting  
marine turtles in the Mediterranean

life cycle: nesting and 
incubation of their eggs 
on co49 761.7as been p9-10 <00CH 551 841ag and 



CONSERVATION MEASURES
The future of marine turtles will 
fi hixivqmrih f} syv gyvvirx erh 
jyxyvi egxmsrw2 Xli hizipstqirx erh 
implementation of good management 
plans for the conservation of these species 
wlsyph fi er yvkirx tvmsvmx}2 Xli iqtlewmw 
wlsyph fi sr mqtvszmrk syv i|mwxmrk 
knowledge and creating a more integrated 
approach to marine and coastal activities 
evsyrh xli Qihmxivverier2 

INCREASE EFFORTS IN PRIORITY 
RESEARCH AREAS AND GAPS
Mr wtmxi sj qensv mqtvsziqirxw mr vigirx 
higehiw0 wmkrmĂgerx ketw viqemr mr syv 
ors{pihki sj xli igspsk} erh filezmsyv 
sj wie xyvxpiw2 Ezempefpi mrjsvqexmsr erh 
datasets are not homogeneous and not 
ep{e}w gsqtexmfpi0 {mxl e e kviexiv jsgyw 
sr pskkivlieh xyvxpiw0 ew {ipp ew sr 
particular geographical areas or research 
xstmgw2 Eview {livi mqtsvxerx ketw 
remain include the distribution of major 
riwxmrk wmxiw0 xli xsxep erryep ryqfiv sj 

egg clutches laid at some 
riwx wmxiw0 eki sj jiqepi 
kviir xyvxpiw ex qexyvmx}0 
wyvzmzep vexiw0 ex1wie  
efyrhergi0 qsvxepmx} erh 
sxliv ewtigxw sj filezmsyv2
Xefpi 7 tviwirxw e 
breakdown of the most 
important actions needed 

for research and conservation of 
Qihmxivverier qevmri xyvxpiw0 veroih 
mr svhiv sj tvmsvmx} erh tsxirxmep 
gsrwivzexmsr mqtegx2 Wsqi viwievgl 
viuymviw hizipstqirx sj rszip qixlshw 
sv tvegxmgiw ,tvmsvmxmiw 60 8 erh 54- 
xiglrspskmgepp} gleppirkmrk0 {lmpwx 
sxlivw wygl ew viwievgl sr Pmf}er 
populations of sea turtles are challenging 
hyi xs xli gyvvirx gsyrxv}Ïw wmxyexmsr2 
Qiewyviw xs vihygi xyvxpi f}gexgl 
both through protection (priorities 
50 8 erh :- erh xlvsykl egxmsrw xs 
mqtpiqirx xiglrmgep qshmĂgexmsrw sj 
Ăwlmrk iuymtqirx ,tvmsvmxmiw 9 erh ;- evi 
tspmxmgepp} gleppirkmrk2 Sxliv tvmsvmxmiw 
mr gsrwivzexmsr erh ors{pihki0 viuymvi 
wmkrmĂgerx mrziwxqirx sj iʆsvx erh 
viwsyvgiw fyx evi xiglrmgepp} jiewmfpi2

One good and important contribution 
xs gsrwivzexmsr iʆsvxw {mpp fi qeomrk 
ezempefpi xli pevki uyerxmxmiw sj lmxlivxs 
yrtyfpmwlih hexe2 Jyvxliv iʆsvxw evi 
needed to update current information 
sr riwxmrk egxmzmx} {lmgl mw epqswx e 



IMPROVE THE AVAILABILITY AND 
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION FOR 
ALL MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES TO 
ASSESS THE STATUS OF POPULATIONS





LOGGERHEAD, 
Caretta caretta

Mediterranean loggerheads are the 
smallest specimens of this species in the 
{svph0 erh xlimv riwxmrk verkiw jvsq xli 
Western Mediterranean to the Levantine 
gsewx mr xli Iewx0 {mxl er iwxmqexmsr sj 
qsvi xler <444 ikk gpyxgliw pemh erryepp}2

Loggerheads can be found throughout the 
Mediterranean but nesting is concentrated 
mr xli Iewxivr Qihmxivverier0 {mxl xli 
lmkliwx ryqfivw sj riwxw mr Kviigi0 
Xyvoi} erh G}tvyw2 Pmf}e mw tvsfefp} epws 
important but there is no recent information 
ezempefpi2 Mwveip erh Xyrmwme evi sj wigsrhev} 
mqtsvxergi ew fviihmrk kvsyrhw0 ew evi 
other countries for which there are few or no 
vigirx hexe0 wygl ew Ik}tx erh Pifersr2 
Pskkivliehw i|lmfmx gsrwmwxirxp} ps{ 
riwxmrk egxmzmx} pizipw ex wmxiw mr xli [iwxivr 
fewmr mr Jvergi0 Mxep}0 Qepxe erh Wtemr fyx 
numbers in the Eastern Mediterranean are 
mrgviewmrk2 Ikk gpyxgliw evi hsgyqirxih 
erryepp} ex 69 qensv erh ;6 qmrsv riwxmrk 
wmxiw sr =6:2; oq sj gsewx0 gsrwmhivmrk 
qensv riwxmrk wmxiw xlswi {mxl B64 riwxw3
}v erh B54 riwxw3oq3}v erh qmrsv riwxmrk 
wmxiw evi xlswi {mxl @64 riwxw3}v sv @54 
riwxw3oq3}v2 [mxl er iwxmqexih gpyxgl ©
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Loggerhead 
turtle population 
abundance 
(including adults)  
is estimated to be  
1,197,087 
– 2,364,843 
individuals. 
Available data 
shows a positive 
trend of nests 
counts for the 
species.
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jviuyirg} sj 6 riwxw tiv jiqepi tiv wiewsr0 
xlmw gsvviwtsrhw xs ettvs|mqexip} 50<66 
riwxmrk jiqepiw tiv }iev2 Eziveki gpyxgl 
wm~i mw 554 ikkw erh qier lexglmrk 
wyggiww mw ettvs|2 9:1<:)2

Pskkivliehw evi lmklp} qmkvexsv}0 {mxl 
adults capable of traveling hundreds to 
thousands of kilometres between foraging 
and breeding areas at the onset and end of 
xli fviihmrk wiewsr ,Etvmp ô Witxiqfiv-2 Er 
unknown proportion of the adult female and 
male turtles in the foraging areas prepare for 
vitvshygxmsr mr er} sri }iev2 Jsv qswx ehypx 
females this preparation can take more than 
e }iev2 Ew xli} hizipst0 nyzirmpiw mrmxmepp} 
qszi mrxs xli stir wie {livi xli} jiih sr 
qegvs1tperoxsr0 xlir kexlivmrk mr gsewxep 
jiihmrk eview fijsvi xli} viegl wi|yep 
qexyvmx}2 Pskkivlieh xyvxpiw evi tvsxigxih 
throughout the Mediterranean but the level 
erh rexyvi sj tvsxigxmsr zev} fix{iir 
gsyrxvmiw2 Xli MYGR Vih Pmwx gsrwmhivw xlex 
the Mediterranean population is increasing 
erh mw gexepskyih ew öPiewx Gsrgivr÷ 
although several conservation measures are 
riihih xs qemrxemr xlmw wxexyw2

  Kviigi	 ^eo}rxlsw ,Pekerew Fe}-	 574527	 54<828	 15:2;
			  Wsyxlivr O}tevmwwme Fe}	 9<42;	 =<;	 /;424
			  Vixl}qrs0 Gvixi	 7<;27	 6;9	 16=24
			  Peosrmosw Fe}		 5=52=	 5=4	 1524
			  Fe} sj Glerme0 Gvixi	 5582=	 ;82<	 1782=
			  Qiwwevew Fe}0 Gvixi	 9729	 8:2=	 15627
  Xyvoi}	 Hep}er		  5:9	 6:=	 /:724
			  Hepeqer		  ;7	 =625	 /6:26
			  Jixlm}i		  568	 <=28	 16;2=
			  Texeve		  9629	 55;2;	 /56826
			  Gmvepm		  78	 ::27	 /=924
			  Fipio		  56=2;	 :7<	 /7=52=
			  K¾owy Hipxe		  :82:	 5672<	 /=52:
  G}tvyw	 Eohirm~ Fiegliw ,Qsvtlsy Fe}-	 9=2:	 <82<	 /8627
			  Epekehm ,Epeoexm-	 :92;	 9825	 15;2;
			  Iewx gsewx		  842=	 8<2:	 /5<2<
			  Rsvxl gsewx		  7;	 7;2=	 /628
			  Xexpmwy ,Eoerxlsy-	 742=	 7:2:	 /5<28
			  Gl}wsglsy Fe}	 55=2<	 67=25	 /==2:
			  [iwx gsewx		  9;25	 =<27	 /;626
  Xyrmwme	 Oyvmex Mwperh		  5426	 5729	 /7628
  TOTAL			   3693.6	 4667.3	 +26.4

  COUNTRY	 NESTING SITE	 AVERAGE NESTS YR-1	 AVERAGE NESTS YR-1 	 CHANGE 
 			  BEFORE 1999 	 AFTER 2000	 (%)

MAIN THREATS TO LOGGERHEADS

Juvenile loggerheads forage 
throughout the Western Mediterranean 
in open deep waters and the shallow 
continental shelf. In the Eastern 
Mediterranean, adults tend to frequent 
the shallow continental platform of 
the Northern Adriatic and the Tunisian 
shelf, while juveniles remain more 
in open waters. The main threats 
to loggerheads include coastal 
development and associated activities 
as well as predation in all countries 
where nesting occurs. Killings of 
turtles are reported for all countries, 
highlighting the probably significant 
impact of smai
h 



GREEN TURTLE, 
Chelonia mydas

Kviir xyvxpi riwxmrk wmxiw evi gsrĂrih xs 
xli Iewxivr Qihmxivverier2

Mediterranean green turtle populations 
evi pevkip} kirixmgepp} mwspexih epxlsykl 
xlivi qe} fi wsqi gsrrigxmzmx} {mxl sxliv 
populations through the movement of 
qepiw2 Nyzirmpiw evi ors{r xs ywi gsewxep 
waters during development (see map on 
xli gsziv teki-2

Qswx riwxw sggyv mr G}tvyw0 W}vme erh 
Xyvoi}0 {mxl wqeppiv ryqfivw mr Ik}tx0 
Mwveip erh Pifersr erh wtsvehmg riwxmrk 
sr Gvixi2Xlivi evi rs vigirx uyerxmĂih 
hexe jvsq Ik}tx sv Pifersr2 E wmrkpi 
wmxi ex Eo}exer mr Xyvoi} wyttsvxw 
ettvs|mqexip} 64) sj xli xsxep ryqfiv 
of nests in the Mediterranean and is the 
pevkiwx ors{r riwxmrk fiegl mr xli vikmsr2 
I|gitxmsrepp} riwxmrk izirxw evi epws 
vigsvhih0 {mxl xli i|eqtpi sj Vixl}qrs 
erh Qiwweve Fe} mr Gvixi ,Kviigi-2 Er 
additional developmental habitat for green 
xyvxpiw lew fiir mhirxmĂih mr Peosrmosw 
Fe} ,Kviigi-2 Gyvvirx ors{pihki 
iwxmqexiw xlex 505:8 1 60:;8 ikk gpyxgliw 
evi pemh erryepp} mr 56 qensv erh 97 qmrsv 
riwxmrk wmxiw mr G}tvyw0 W}vme erh Xyvoi}2 
Mediterranean green turtle populations are 





OTHER SPECIES  
present in the Mediterranean

Xli Qihmxivverier Wie mw epws jviuyirxih 
f} xyvxpiw svmkmrexmrk jvsq Experxmg 
fviihmrk eview0 mrgpyhmrk pevki ryqfivw 
of loggerhead turtles from north American 
tstypexmsrw0 wsqi kviir xyvxpiw erh 
piexlivfegow2 Kviir xyvxpiw mr xli {exivw 
sj xli [iwxivr Qihmxivverier0 mrgpyhmrk 
xli Wtermwl {exivw0 evi vevi0 erh 
qmxsglsrhvmep HRE erep}wmw mrhmgexiw xlex 
xli} sggewmsrepp} sggyv jvsq mrhmzmhyepw 
,letpsx}tiw- sj xli riwxmrk fiegliw sj 
Ejvmger Experxmg tstypexmsrw2 E pmqmxih 
number of leatherbacks (Dermochelys 
coriacea)



A call to COLLABORATE 
in the conservation of marine turtles 
and the Mediterranean Sea

Qevmri xyvxpiw wlsyph fi vikevhih f} 
Mediterranean people and visitors as a real 
fmshmzivwmx} xviewyvi2 Xli Qihmxivverier 
mw er i|gmxmrk tpegi jsv wsqi wtigmiw sj 
qevmri xyvxpiw0 {mxl tvswtigxw sj verki 
i|terwmsrw erh ri{ gspsrm~exmsr0 erh 
{livi psrk1xivq gsrwivzexmsr tvsnigxw lezi 
achieved stable or even positive population 
xvirhw mr xli gsyrxvmiw2 Ls{iziv0 xlivi mw 
wxmpp e psrk {e} xs ks fijsvi qevmri xyvxpiw 
in the Mediterranean can be considered 
xs fi weji2 Mrhiih0 qer} qensv xlviexw0 
tevxmgypevp} gsewxep sggytexmsr0 tsppyxmsr 
erh hikvehexmsr sj qevmri lefmxexw0 gpmqexi 
glerki1hvmzir epxivexmsrw erh lmkl Ăwlmrk 
tviwwyvi ew {ipp ew f}gexgl0 riih xs fi 
addressed to conserve Mediterranean 
wie xyvxpiw2 Xs xlex irh0 e wspmh rix{svo 
sj wxeoilsphivw0 mrgpyhmrk xli tyfpmg0 
tvsjiwwmsrepw sj xli wie erh Ăwlivw0 
gsrwivzexmsrmwxw0 viwievglivw erh psgep erh 
rexmsrep higmwmsr1qeoivw qywx gsrxmryi xs 
focus its energies on the actions needed 
to assure that Mediterranean marine 
xyvxpiw wyvzmzi erh xlvmzi mrxs xli jyxyvi2 
Jsvxyrexip}0 xli Qihmxivverier gsrwivzexmsr 
gsqqyrmx}0 hiwtmxi mxw hmwtevmx} sj gypxyviw 

erh perkyekiw0 lew jsvqih e gsrwspmhexih 
erh gsppefsvexmzi rix{svo sj mrhmzmhyepw0 
institutions and governments dedicated to 
xlmw {svxl} ksep2

Wtsvehmg pskkivlieh riwxmrk egxmzmx} sr 
Western Mediterranean beaches is not a 
remnant of a past population but the result 
sj psrk1hmwxergi hmwtivwep izirxw jvsq fsxl 
Qihmxivverier erh Experxmg tstypexmsrw2 Mj 
{i evi {mxriwwmrk ri{ gspsrm~exmsr izirxw 
sj riwxmrk fiegliw0 xlmw mw er i|xvesvhmrev} 
erh i|gmxmrk jegx0 {lmgl mqtpmiw wsqi 
qiewyviw wlsyph fi yvkirxp} mqtpiqirxih 


