


How BRIDGE Implements 
Water Governance
Water governance sets the ‘rules of the game’ for the way water 
is managed. It determines whether and how water resources 
management is implemented. Poor water governance results 
in over-allocation and pollution of water resources, and in 
the degradation of the ecosystem services that people rely 
upon for water storage and management of drought and �ood 
risks. Without water governance that is effective, planning for 
water management remains unimplemented and water-related 
vulnerabilities of poor people go unaddressed, leading to less 
resilient livelihoods and economic growth.

Through water diplomacy, countries are able to reach 
negotiated agreements on water management. Because of 
the importance of water for development and poverty reduction 
at local levels, agreements among national governments 
often do not lead, by themselves, to implementation. For 
transboundary agreements on water management to be 
effective on the ground, they need buy-in and agreement of 
water users. Water diplomacy is a process that operates under 
the authority of States, but which unlocks cooperation among 
multiple stakeholders, including at the level of municipalities 
and provinces. 






