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Preamble

The Parties to the present Pact,

Acknowledging the growing threats to the environment and the need to act in an ambitious and



Welcoming the vital role of non State actors, including civil society, economic actors, cities,
regions and other subnational authorities in the protection of the environment,

Stressing the fundamental importance of science and education for sustainable development,
Mindful of conducting actions guided by intragenerational and intergenerational equity,

Affirming the need to adopt a common position and principles that will inspire and guide the efforts
of all to protect and preserve the environment,

Have agreed as follows:



Article 4
Intergenerational Equity
Intergenerational equity shall guide decisions that may have an impact on the environment.

Present generations shall ensure that their decisions and actions do not compromise the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs.

Article 5
Prevention
The necessary measures shall be taken to prevent environmental harm.

The Parties have the duty to ensure that activities under their jurisdiction or control do not cause



Article 8
Polluter-Pays

Parties shall ensure that prevention, mitigation and remediation costs for pollution, and other
environmental disruptions and degradation are, to the greatest possible extent, borne by their
originator.

Article 9
Access to information

Every person, without being required to state an interest, has a right of access to environmental
information held by public authorities.

Public authorities shall, within the framework of their national legislations, collect and make
available to the public relevant environmental information.

Article 10
Public participation

Every person has the right to participate, at an appropriate stag






Article 17
Non-regression

The Parties and their sub-national entities refrain from allowing activities or adopting norms that
have the effect of reducing the global level of environmental protection guaranteed by current law.

Article 18
Cooperation

In order to conserve, protect and restore the integrity of the Earth’s ecosystem and community of
life, Parties shall cooperate in good faith and in a spirit of global partnership for the implementation



Article 21
Monitoring of the implementation of the Pact

A compliance mechanism to facilitate implementation of, and to promote compliance with, the
provisions of the present Pact is hereby established.

This mechanism consists of a Committee of independent experts and focuses on facilitation. It
operates in a transparent, non-adversarial and non-punitive manner. The committee shall pay
particular attention to the respective national circumstances and capabilities of the Parties.

One year after the entry into force of the present Pact, the Depositary shall convene a meeting of the
Parties which will establish the modalities and procedures by which the Committee shall exercise
its functions.

Two years after the Committee takes office, and at a frequency to be determined by the meeting of
the Parties, not exceeding four years, each Party shall report to the Committee on its progress in
implementing the provisions of the Pact.

Article 22
Secretariat

The Secretariat of the present Pact shall be provided by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
[or the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program].

The Secretary-General [or the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program]
convenes in as much as necessary meeting of Parties.

Article 23
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval, accession

The present Pact shall be open for signature and subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by
States and international organizations. It shall be open for signature at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York from XXX to XXX and shall be open for accession from the day
following the date on which it shall cease to be open for signature. Instruments of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with the Depositary.



Article 24
Coming into force

The present Pact shall enter into force three months after the date of deposit with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations of the XX instrument of ratification, approval, acceptance or
accession.

For each State and international organization ratifying, approving, accepting or acceding to the
present Pact after the deposit of the XX instrument of ratification or accession, the Pact shall enter
into force three months after the date of deposit by that State of its instrument of ratification or
accession.

Article 25
Denunciation

On the expiry of a period of three years from the date of entry into force of this Treaty in respect of
a Party, that Party may at any time denounce it by written notification to the Depositary. Such
denunciation shall take effect on the expiry of a period of one year from the date of receipt by the
Depositary of such notification, or on such later date as may be specified in such notification.

Article 26
Depositary

The original of this Treaty, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.



