




Benefits from Natural Infrastructure 
Infrastructure solutions for water security that incorporate both natural and built options are known to work. These can enhance 
efficiency, effectiveness and equity, but also spur implementation and progress towards long-term availability of water for all. 
From this, benefits then flow, for example:

	 Drinking water supply – watershed management saved 
$
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Partnership
The implementing partnership of WISE-UP brings together a wide variety of expertise. Resource scientists, engineers, computer 
modellers, economists, governance and political economists, water managers and climate change specialists will work with 
stakeholders to jointly build the project’s knowledge base. WISE-UP is a global partnership that brings together the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research in Ghana (CSIR), The African Collaborative Center for Earth System Sciences (ACCESS) 
– University of Nairobi, the International Water Management Institute (IWMI), the Overseas Development Institute (ODI), the 
University of Manchester, the Basque Centre for Climate Change (BC3), and the International Union for Conser vation of Nature 
(IUCN). 

The project is funded by the International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the German Federal Ministr y for the Environment, Nature 
Conser vation and Nuclear Safety (BMU).

Key questions guiding WISE-UP in the Tana and Volta

	 How should investments be allocated between built and natural water infrastructure to provide optimal results for 
competing goals? 

	 What combinations of built and natural infrastructure provide most benefits for the poor and are most equitable? 

	 What governance and institutional arrangements are best suited to effective adaptive management and management 
of uncertainties?

	 What is the business case for investing in natural infrastructure solutions alongside built infrastructure development?
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WISE-UP to climate 
supports river basin organisations mobilise natural infrastructure as an 
adaptation solution 

Learning with Stakeholders
The project will be shaped through close stakeholder 
involvement from the outset. River basin stakeholders will guide 
and inform the project components to ensure that outputs are 
tailored to basin needs. A series of iterative learning workshops 
will present results transparently to better understand decision 
making processes and the reality of trade-offs in deciding to 
build, restore, rehabilitate both built and natural infrastructure 
assets including reser voirs, floodplains, irrigation systems, and 
pasture land.
 

The project will provide results for decision makers in climate 
change adaptation and water resource management strategies. 
New policy options will be considered that integrate water 
management and ecosystem based approaches to support 
climate change adaptation. WISE-UP to climate provides a 
unique approach to integrate ecosystems as infrastructure in 
river basin models, and linking their performance to economics 
and livelihoods will help inform new river basin adaptation 
discussions.


