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7 lobal food security is entering a criti-
=== cal phase. International prices of
k‘ wheat, rice, maize and other crops are
increasing due to escalating demand. With
oil prices reaching record levels, both farm-
land and grains are being diverted for biofuel
production. Climate change, resulting in
more frequent drought, floods and pest
epidemics, is adding unprecedented stress.
Against this backdrop, the conservation and
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