
 
Tiger body parts, including canine teeth, claws, skin pieces, whiskers and bones, were on sale in 10 percent of 
the 326 retail outlets surveyed during 2006 in 28 cities and towns across Sumatra. Outlets included 
goldsmiths, souvenir and traditional Chinese medicine shops, and shops selling antique and precious stones. 
 
The survey conservatively estimates that 23 tigers were killed to supply the products seen, based on the 
number of canine teeth on sale. 
 
“This is down from an estimate of 52 killed per year in 1999–2000”, said Julia Ng, Programme Officer with 
TRAFFIC Southeast Asia and lead author on The Tiger Trade Revisited in Sumatra, Indonesia. “Sadly, the 
decline in availability appears to be due to the dwindling number of tigers left in the wild”. 
 



 
 

“The Sumatran tiger population is estimated to be fewer than 400 to 500 individuals. It doesn’t take a 
mathematician to work out that the Sumatran Tiger will disappear like the Javan and Bali tigers if the 
poaching and trade continues” Julia Ng adds. 
 
As Indonesia currently chairs the ASEAN-Wildlife Enforcement Network, TRAFFIC National Co-ordinator 
Dr Ani Mardiastuti suggested the country “demonstrate leadership to other ASEAN countries by taking action 
against illegal trade, including in tiger parts.” 
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