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4 protected areas news

Protected areas news in brief

Protests in Australia
Thousands of Australian environmentalists and Aborigines
marched in Sydney in May to protest against the planned
construction of a Aus$12 billion uranium mine in the
immediate vicinity of the World Heritage listed Kakadu
National Park, saying the project could destroy the park's
fragile ecosystems. The issue raises the question of rights
of traditional aboriginal owners to say “no” to mining. 
Sources: Hong Kong Standard, 6-4-98 and WWF Australia.

Fire used in US restoration programme
Government ecologists propose setting fires in several
wilderness areas to restore a pre-European settlement
habitat. Controlled fires in No Return Wilderness in Idaho
could prevent fire-resistant ponderosa pines from being
replaced by douglas and grand firs, and fires in the Upland
Island Wilderness in Texas could help long-leaf pines from
being crowded out by shortleaf and loblolly pines. 

Natura 2000 Network behind schedule
The European Union's plans for a European ecological
network are running late because Member States have 
not met commitments made six years ago in the Habitat 
and Species Directive. 1998 and 1999 will be crucial years
for identifying and agreeing sites, with a final list approved
by December 1999. 
Source: Spotlight on Natural 2000 7, WWF.

Ecuador's Yasuni National Park again threatened by oil
drilling
French and Argentinean oil companies are already drilling 
in the 900,000 ha UNESCO biosphere reserve. There are
now plans to exploit new areas in the centre of the park,
threatening both wildlife and the Huaorani, an indigenous
group now reduced to an estimated 3000 people.
Source: WRM Bulletin number 12, May 1998

Alberta wilderness in Canada may open to commercial
uses
The Whaleback area of the Rocky Mountains could be
opened to mining, logging and oil and gas drilling, following
recommendations from a 15-member local committee
charged with deciding the region's future. Environmentalists
say “the stage is being set for ugly confrontations.” 
Source: Toronto Globe & Mail, 20-5-98 

Suriname creates major new reserve
A 4 million acre reserve, covering around 12 per cent of the
country, has been declared by the government of Suriname.
The protected area combines three existing reserves and
two other areas which had been marked for logging by Asian
timber companies. The US-based Conservation International
has raised US$1 million for long-term management. 
Source: San Francisco Chronicle 18-6-98.

Reserves become national parks in Madagascar
Three natural reserves - Andringitra, Marojejy and Zombitse-
Vohibasia - are becoming full National parks, with full
implementation of management plans, thanks to a decision
taken by the government in late 1997. 

Protected forest area
to triple in Brazilian
Amazon
The Brazilian government has committed itself 

to establishing 25 million hectares of new forest

protected areas by the year 2000, tripling the area

under protection and bringing about 10 per cent of

the Amazon into a protected area network. 

The government was responding
to the joint WWF/World Bank
alliance initiative which aims to
establish at least 50 million
hectares of new forest protected
areas and 200 million hectares
of independently certified forest
by the year 2005. To mark the
agreement, President Cardoso
signed decrees for two new
protected areas in the Amazon,
and two more in the critically
threatened Atlantic forest,
together totalling almost
600,000 hectares. The
protection will be expensive; 
the total amount needed will 
be defined during a six month
project announced as part of 
the launch ceremony, but it is
estimated that the scheme will
cost between US$48 million 

and US$156.6 million. It comes in a year when Brazil 
lost a million hectares of forest in the Amazonian state of
Roraima due to uncontrolled fires. An area of the Amazon
the size of France has already disappeared over the last 
few years. Brazil's Atlantic coast forest is disappearing 
even faster, according to a new study by Brazil's National
Institute for Space Research. The forest once covered 
1.3 million square kilometres along the coast, but is now
only 7 per cent of its original size.

The new protected areas, set aside on 29 April 1998, are
Virua National Park (Roraima, 227,011 ha), Serra da
Mocidade National Park (350,960 ha), Jurubatiba National
Park (Rio de Janeiro, 14,680 ha) and Fazenda Uniao
Biological Reserve (Rio de Janeiro, 3,120 ha).

Photo: Three toed sloth eating the fruits of an Acai palm 
Edward Parker/WWF
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The debate about sustainable forest management and
protected areas continues, with Conservation International
arguing against the usefulness of the WWF/World Bank target
of 200 m ha of certified forests by 2005 (Science 280, 1899-
1900). Meanwhile, increasing efforts are being put into
biodiversity conservation in production forests. Research in
Belgium assessed different strategies for increasing
biodiversity and natural ecological processes in homogenous
Scots pine stands (Biodiversity and Conservation 7, 249-
260). An ITTO project in the Philippines is monitoring
biodiversity in forests managed primarily for timber (Tropical
Forest Update 8(1), 8-9). The opportunities for non-wood
goods and services in temperate and boreal countries are
examined in a recent paper from the UN (Geneva Timber and
Forest Study Papers number 15) and experience of managing
NTFPs continues to increase, for example through rapid
assessment of fungal diversity (Biodiversity and Conservation
6 (5), 669-680). Conflicts between renewable energy and
forest conservation are highlighted in a paper discussing the
role of biomass energy in Sweden (Environment 40). A study
in 20 central European states used woodpecker diversity to
test the hypothesis that forest biodiversity is inversely related
to urban-economic development. Species depending on
naturally dynamic temperate forests are particularly sensitive
to change. (Conservation Biology 12, 200-208). 

Research in Brief

Convention on Biological
Diversity - gains and losses in
Bratislava: 
Political intrigue undermined much of the progress

on forests that could have been made at the CBD.

Andréa Finger gives an overview.

The fourth Conference of Parties of the Convention on
Biological Diversity met from May 4-15 in Bratislava. 
WWF and IUCN hoped for three main outputs: greater
cooperation between the CBD and the Intergovernmental
Forum on Forests, a forest work programme, and improved
funding for forest biodiversity through the Global
Environmental Facility, GEF (see arborvitæ 8). None of
these aims received unequivocal support from COP IV.
Although the forest work programme was approved in
principle, under pressure from the Canadian government
the implementation was left to the CBD's scientific
committee (SBSTTA) rather than through setting up a
thematic panel as generally supported by NGOs - thus in
effect delaying the whole programme by up to two years.
The commitment for the GEF to give a high priority to
forest biodiversity was achieved, but this is linked to the
forest work programme and if the latter is weak it could
also affect GEF's support for forests. Although there was
much emphasis on cooperation with the IFF processes, this
was only explicit in respect to forest protected areas. So
although progress has been made in principle - particularly
with regard to a work programme - it remains unclear as to
what may happen in practice.

G-8 Ministers approve Forest
Action Plan: 
In May, G-8 foreign ministers meeting in London,

UK, approved the G-8 Action Programme on

Forests, writes Carole Saint Laurent. 

This Action Programme was first announced at the Denver
G7+1 summit last year, but few details had been provided.
Prior to the London meeting the Action Programme was
popularly rumoured to be destined for oblivion as NGO
pressure focused the attention of the G-8 on climate
change. At the last minute, however, agreement was
reached to announce the content of the Action Programme.
It is aimed at the conservation and sustainable management
of forests in the G-8 countries and in their partner
countries (through bilateral and multilateral arrangements)
and focuses on assessment of G-8 member forests,
development and implementation of national forest
conservation programmes and protected forest networks,
elimination of illegal logging and trade, and harnessing the
resources of the private sector. Significantly, the plan also
calls for provision of forest-monitoring groups and
organisations with greater access to data-gathering
technology.

Comment: Lisbon meeting
disappoints 
The Third Ministerial Conference on the Protection

of Forests in Europe, held in Lisbon June 2-4 1998,

failed to agree clear and concrete action for

forest protection and biodiversity enhancement,

reports Stefan Leiner. 

Ministers or representatives from 41 European countries
adopted a General Declaration, a Resolution on “People,
Forests and Forestry” and a Resolution on “Criteria,
Indicators and Operational Level Guidelines for
Sustainable Forest Management (PEOLG)”. A work
programme will be developed, and a programme on the
enhancement of biodiversity and landscape was adopted
(although this only covers analysis and research). The
meeting also adopted the criteria and endorsed the
indicators for Sustainable Forest Management. In their
speeches, most representatives described the “successes”
achieved in their country. Many called for a “European
framework for certification systems”. WWF had urged
Ministers to overcome complacency and lack of political
will to improve their biodiversity, by making clear
commitments, adopting substantial policy goals, providing
adequate policy instruments (including necessary funds!)
and taking immediate action. One example was to set up a
network of protected areas covering the most valuable 10
per cent of all European forests. WWF also argued for a
substantial improvement to the criteria and especially the
indicators of SFM.  Contact: sleiner@wwfnet.org.

International initiatives update

















certification

WWF Forests for Life
target reached

In 1995, WWF set an ambitious target of ensuring

that at least 10 million hectares of forests were

independently certified as being well managed,

under the auspices of the Forest Stewardship

Council (FSC), by the end of 1998. By June, the

target had been reached ahead of schedule. 

Alison Lucas reports.

Over 10 million ha of forest have now been certified as
“well managed” according to FSC standards, involving over
115 forests in 25 countries. These forests, in countries
spanning every continent, range from small-scale
community forests in the Solomon Islands to much larger
government-owned forests in the USA. More than 2000
products made from certified wood are now available to
consumers around the world. Tim Synott, director of the
FSC, pointed out that area of certified forest had more than
doubled in the first half of 1998, suggesting a growing role
for certification in the future.

The largest area of forest certified under the FSC is in
Sweden and is owned by AssiDomn (one of the world's
largest private forest owners), which has just completed
certifying 3.3 million ha of forests - an area equivalent to
the size of Belgium. “When the FSC principles were
established, it was an excellent opportunity for us to
communicate to our customers that we strive for
environmentally sound forestry,” said Lennart Ahlgren,
President and CEO of AssiDomn. The company has also
announced a partnership with WWF, over the next three
years, to work together in persuading timber producers
throughout Europe (and beyond) to produce more FSC
certified timber and adopt less damaging, more sustainable,
forest management. 

For more information contact: alucas@wwfnet.org.

13Consensus on
Norwegian standards
for SFM
The Living Forests project agreed a consensus on 25
standards for SFM, in a consensus between 13 stakeholders,
including WWF. These are now being developed into
certification standards, which is currently seeking ways to
organise group certification in Norway. The Committee is also
considering whether ISO, FSC or a combination of the two
are used. Source: News from The Living Forests, Norway 2/98

“We have the opportunity and know-how to cultivate 
a new relationship with the world's forests, one that
will reverse their decline, improve people's quality of
life, and ensure that future generations inherit healthy
forests. Whether this relationship develops fast
enough will depend on who wins the fierce competition
now under way - between, the powerful forces of the
status quo racing to harvest the remaining forests
before someone else does and the growing ranks of
environmentalists, scientists, local people, and
business and government leaders pressing for a viable
alternative. Whether or not the bystanders to this
competition recognise its urgency and throw their
support to a new relationship with the forests in time
will determine the outcome.”

From: Taking a Stand: Cultivating a new relationship with
the world's forests, by Janet Abramovitz, Worldwatch
Paper number 140, April 1998. Available from the
Worldwatch Institute, 1776 Massachusetts Avenue NW,
Washington DC 20036-1904, $5.00 plus $8.00
shipping ($4.00 in North America). E-mail:
wwpub@worldwatch.org
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news 
from the forest floor
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Sustainable forest management doesn't inevitably

rely on aid programmes or well-paid consultants.

Damar garden management in Pesisir Krui,

Sumatra, is an example of a community's ability to

manage forest sustainably under a long-term

agroforestry system, without any support from

external parties. Tri Nugroho and Iis Sileuw report.

Damar (Shorea robusta) has been domesticated, regenerated
and used for commercial resin production for at least a
hundred years in extensive forest “gardens”. These also
contain about 30 other commercial species including
durian (Durio zibethinus), duku (Lansium domesticum),
coconut, rattan, melinjo (Gnetum gnemon) and cinnamon.
Damar and fruit trees are established within young coffee or
pepper stands after one season of rainfed rice cultivation.
Fruit is harvested while waiting 15-20 years for the damar
to mature, whereupon the trees can be tapped regularly for
30-50 years. This system resembles the taungya agroforestry
system, except that here farmers, rather than the forestry
services, own the trees, choose the species and benefit from
the harvest. Damar gardens also provide timber products,
although the only trees harvested are naturally fallen trees,
unproductive fruit trees, old and unproductive damar trees
and some key timber species.

The owners of damar gardens have the right to decide
whether they will harvest timber or not. There has been a
very low level of damage in felling operations because
directional felling is applied, and timber is usually
processed into planks and beams on the spot. Timber can
produce cash income for farmers, although there are
sometimes problems in selling timber such as meranti and
other Dipterocarps, due to the heavy bureaucracy involved.

At least 70 per cent of the local population are highly
dependent on damar gardens. Viewed from a social
perspective, the most significant problem facing the system
is land tenure. Damar gardens have the same vegetation
structure as natural forests and fulfil the ecological
functions of natural forests including maintaining
hydrological functions, soil fertility and biodiversity. 

(They also function as a stable buffer in supporting
conservation of Bukit Barisan Selatan National Park,
forming a sort of greenbelt bordering the Park and villages.)
Paradoxically, this means that satellite images and aerial
surveys do not distinguish between damar gardens and
natural forests. As a result, according to government
thinking the traditional owners have no right over the
resources because they are “natural” forests. The
government can assign the land as a production forest and
change the function to, for example, an oil palm plantation.
Other problems include lack of access to global markets to
trade the gardens' produce. This is especially true in the
resin trade, where in addition to facing price fluctuation,
farmers also often receive less profit than other actors
involved in the product trading as a consequence of the
lack of access to market information. Even if resin is
exported to Singapore, profits remain low. 

The two most important challenges at present are therefore
(i) how to shorten the chain of trade so that more benefits go
to local people and (ii) how to ensure that the government
recognises the status of gardens owned by local people so
that they feel secure with respect to land tenure. This may
become easier in the future. The success of the damar
gardens is now attracting help from development agencies
both inside Indonesia and internationally, in an attempt to
ensure that the system succeeds within a global market.
ORSTOM (a French-based research institute) has carried
out research since the early 1980s, focusing on ecological,
silvicultural and socio-economic aspects of the gardens.
LATIN, a Java-based NGO, has worked on community
organisation, community mapping and community-based
forest management since 1992, including trying to facilitate
export of resin to Japan. WATALA, a Lampung-based NGO,
is working with LATIN, and as a local NGO has more
knowledge of the area and a good relationship with the local
authority. CIFOR, the Center for International Forestry
Research, began work in 1994 and at the same time a
partnership of NGOs and researchers was established to
coordinate activities, known as Tim Krui (Krui Team). The
Ford Foundation has become an important funding source
since 1995, channelling funds through ICRAF. 

Community-based
forest management in
Sumatra, Indonesia
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