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US roadless area protection
In October, President Clinton announced steps to protect 40
million acres (16 million hectares) of federally owned roadless
forests, in blocks of 5,000 acres or more. Clinton asked the
Forest Service whether 15 million pristine acres still being
inventoried should also be protected. However, NGOs are
concerned about whether helicopter logging, livestock grazing
and mining might still be allowed. Furthermore, some valuable
forests, for example the Alaskan Tongass, might be omitted.
Source: TRN Bulletin, no 5, 1999.

Biodiversity and logging
A new species of damselfly (temporarily named Cebu
recionemis) has been discovered in a rainforest threatened by
logging in Cebu, an island provice of the Philippines. 
Source: Environmental News Service 18/10/99

Carbon sinks
Planting trees may not be as effective at slowing global
warming as proponents claim according to research from the
UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. So-called
“carbon sink” forests could quickly become saturated with
carbon and become net emitters. This casts doubt on the
provision of the Kyoto Protocol of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change, that allows countries to offset
industrial emissions by planting trees, at home or abroad. 
Source: New Scientist, October 1999

Tajikistan protection
The forests and fauna of Tajikistan have suffered badly as a
result of the 1991-1992 civil war and subsequent illegal cutting
of forests and poaching. In response, the Association on
Protection of Forest and Wild Animals in Tajikistan, a non-
governmental, non-profit organisation has been set up. 
Contact: Dr. Kokul Kosirov, PB 11, Dushanbe 734025, 

Republic of Tajikistan; Email: farhod@kokul.td.silk.org

News in brief

Major landowners involved in illegal deforestation in the
Brazilian Amazon are being identified through information
collected from satellite photographs. Ibama, the federal
organisation in charge of the environment, is publishing
the information in an attempt to focus public attention
onto the problem. Rodolpho Lobo, Chief of Ibama’s
National Control Department, said: “a new stage begins in
the control of deforestation”. Eight out of the ten people
involved in the largest amount of deforestation are cattle
breeders. Ibama officers face regular resistance in their
work and within the last year one has been killed and
another seriously injured in the area.

Meanwhile, WWF has warned that a new law proposed by
the Federal Government could cause the greatest
environmental damage ever seen in Brazil. The Brazilian
Government’s proposal will make it possible to convert
natural forests into agricultural land with no official
control and encourage the replacement of native forests by
eucalyptus and other exotic species, especially in small
rural properties in the Amazon and in the Cerrado.
Furthermore, it will allow forest exploitation on steep
slopes and riverine areas that are presently protected. 

The proposed bill is the result of heavy lobbying by the
National Council for Agriculture, a farmer’s organisation,
without any public participation. According to Robert
Buschbacher, of WWF-Brazil, the law will change the
entire environmental legal framework in Brazil. The bill
disregards the Technical Chamber of the National
Environment Council (CONAMA) that was created to
review the 1965 Forestry Code, which was set up to assure
democratic participation of all sectors of Brazilian society.
The government’s proposal also goes against international
treaties already signed by Brazil. 

Source: Veja Magazine and http://www.panda.org 

Klester Cavalcanti and Alexandre Mansur’s article in Veja Magazine, Thicket of

the Jungle, describing Ibama’s work, was one of the eight regional winners in

the new Reuters-IUCN Media Award presented in November 1999.
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Protecting ancient
forests 
A new report from
Greenpeace International,
Buying Destruction, names
over 150 companies
producing or trading in
forest products coming
from ancient forests, in
Canada, Brazil, Guyana,
Suriname, Chile, Russia,
Cameroon, Gabon,
Indonesia, Papua New
Guinea and the Solomon
Islands. Of the top 20
companies profiled, seven
are Canadian-owned, four

fully or part-owned by Malaysia, three by France and two
by the US. In all the report suggests that at least 7.2 million
ha of frontier or other ancient forests are logged each year 
and in total 72 per cent of “frontier forests” are threatened
by logging. Most of the annual loss is from clearcut
operations in Canada and Russia. In 1996, Canada was the
second-highest producer of industrial roundwood after the
US, accounting for 12 per cent of global production, with
up to 90 per cent of logs cut coming from ancient forests in
some regions.

Although the report presents a bleak picture, there are some
signs of change. In Russia, a moratorium on old-growth
logging in Karelia and the Murmansk Oblast has been
supported by an increasing number of Finnish and Swedish
logging companies since its inception in 1996, although
attempts to expand this to the old-growth forests of
Arkhangelsk and Komi have been less successful.
Following a two-year campaign run by the Rainforest
Action Network, the US company Home Depot, the world’s
largest DIY store, announced in August 1999 that it will
stop selling goods made from wood cut in ancient forests
and other ecologically sensitive areas by 2002. Since then a
number of other companies announced similar
commitments, including Wickes Lumber, HomeBase, 3M,
Dell, IBM, Kinko’s, Levi-Strauss, Mitsubishi Motors
America, Mitsubishi Electric America, and Nike. A second
Greenpeace report, Re-Source: Market Alternatives to Ancient
Forest Destruction explores the alternatives to old-growth
destruction that are currently being pursued by companies
in the USA, Europe and Japan.

Sources: Buying Destruction and Re-Source: Market Alternatives to Ancient Forest

Destruction are available on the web at http://www.greenpeace.org/~forests. 

To order a copy contact: The Forest Campaign, Greenpeace International,

Keizersgracht 176, 1016 DW Amsterdam, Netherlands, Fax: +31-20-523-6200 

E-mail: forests.publications@ams.greenpeace.org 

The Finnish Forest Industry in Russia on the Thorny Path Towards Ecological and

Social Responsibility (ISBN 951-97204-3-X) by O Ovaskainen, M Pappila, 

and J Potry may be ordered from the Taiga Rescue Network office for the price of

EURO 14/US$15.

Contacts: RAN: Michael Brune: mbrune@ran.org. Web: http://www.ran.org

News in brief

Timber trade changes 
Trade and prices in tropical timbers continued to fall in
1998, following the 1997 Asian financial crisis, with
imports in Thailand plunging by 70 per cent. Preliminary
indications are that they recovered somewhat in 1999.
Imports continue to increase into China. Secondary wood
products consumption rose, especially in the EU and USA.
Japan remains by far the largest roundwood importer, with
North American consumption increasing and official
Russian removals falling heavily in 1998.
Sources: Tropical Timber Update 9 (3), 1999, Forest Products Annual Market

Review 1998-1999, UN Economic Commission for Europe and FAO, 1999

Mountain biodiversity at risk
A briefing from the International Development Research
Centre focuses on the role of mountain environments in
maintaining food crop stability. Six of the 20 plants that
supply 80 per cent of humanity’s food originate in
mountains and diversification – the breeding of new
varieties – continues in these areas. As diversity of
agricultural crops declines on the plains, the mountain
regions are becoming an increasingly important resource,
although here as well biodiversity is increasingly at risk.
Source: IDRC briefing number 2, www.idrc.ca

Consumer preferences
Most consumers remain reluctant to pay more for
environmentally superior products, but instead expect
these to be available at comparable costs, according to a
recent report from the UN Economic Commission for
Europe Timber Section. However, as costs of competing
products approach equality, consumers may be swayed by
perceived environmental benefits.
Source: Geneva Timber and Forest Discussion Paper 16, info.timber@unece.org

Claims on national park
The Pataxo indigenous people in Brazil are laying claim to
the territory of the Monte Pascoal National Park. The
Pataxco were expelled from the territory of the protected
area and from surrounding land that has been converted
into a number of cattle ranches. The national park is part of
the Mata Atlantica forest, currently the forest region of
Brazil under the most extreme threat.
Source: World Rainforest Bulletin 28

Illegal logging in Indonesia’s National Parks
A new report from the Environmental Investigation Agency
(EIA) and Telapak-Indonesia catalogues the problems of
illegal logging in two of Indonesia’s protected areas –
Tanjung Puting and Gunung Leuser National Park. The
report concludes that illegal activities are out of control in
the park – threatening biodiversity as a whole and
orangutans in particular.
Source: The Final Cut: EIA and Telapak

Contact: EIA, tel: +44-171-490-7040. E-mail: eiauk@gn.apc.org

Importing threats
Agriculture officials in New Zealand are warning of the
threat posed by the painted apple moth (Teia anartoides),
thought to have arrived in a shipping container from
Australia’s southeastern mainland or Tasmania, to New
Zealand’s billion-dollar forestry industry, orchards and
some native trees. 
Source: The Dominion 05/10/1999 
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certification
14 FSC trial in Australia

The recently elected Labor government in the State of
Victoria, Australia, campaigned on a platform that
supported assisting an FSC trial in an area of the State’s
forests. The Minister for the Environment and
Conservation, Ms Sherryl Garbutt, has confirmed the new
government’s intentions for the trial project.

WWF-Australia’s Resource Conservation Programme
Leader, Michael Rae, said, “WWF believes the FSC system
offers great scope to improve forest management in Australia’s
native forests and plantations. The Federal and State
governments’ Regional Forest Agreements (RFAs) completed
thus far have failed to gain community support because the
forest reserve boundaries and the logging practices the RFAs
enshrine are widely believed to be inadequate to protect the
environmental, social and economic values of the forests.”

“Ms Garbutt’s decision is commendable. The Minister has
supported the idea of a trial of the FSC system in Victoria to
see if it can offer the same benefits in solving forest disputes it
has in other countries,” Mr Rae said.

WWF’s intention is to hold discussions with environmental
groups, local timber companies, and other stakeholders
with a view to conducting a trial along similar lines to the
FSC trial held in Sweden.

Source: Michael Rae, email: MRae@wwf.org.au

NGOs have expressed concern about the on-going FSC certification
process of areas of eucalyptus plantations run by Aracruz in Brazil. 
Locally, over 50 civil society organisations in Bahia and Espírito Santo are
monitoring the process and point to various problems in the procedures
being adopted by the certifier SCS. 
Contact: Saskia Ozinga, Fern/ WRM, www.gn.apc.org/fern, tel: 44-1608-652895, 

fax: 44-1608-652878

Russian Certification
Issue no 20 of Russian Conservation News (RCN) is dedicated to forest
conservation and certification. Views on certification are given from all
sectors – including a negative article from Evgeny Kuzhmichov, Associate
Director of Russia’s Federal Forest Service. Special focus is given to voluntary
certification with reports from Khabarovsk Krai, Komi and Karelia.
To obtain a copy of this issue, contact Stephanie Hitztaler, rcn@glasnet.ru or 

tel: +7 -095-332-40-66.

Certification in Romania
The first formal meeting of the Romanian Working Group on Forest Certification
took place in Brasov in September, 1999. A second meeting was held in
October to discuss the creation of a web page on certification in Romania. 
Contact: Ioan Abrudan, e-mail: abrudan@unitbv.ro

Certification on the air 
A series of TV programmes to promote forest certification in Latin America
were aired in November 1999. The series is produced by Televisa, the
world’s largest Spanish-speaking television network, and covers certification
activities in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico and Peru, including interviews
with local communities, landowners, loggers, sawmill owners, national
regulatory agencies, and NGOs.
Contact: Paulo Lyra, e-mail: paulo.lyra@wwfnet.org

Certification news in brief

WWF launched the Global Forestry and Finance Initiative
(GFFI) in 1998, in response to the continuing loss of forest
area worldwide and the related negative impacts which have
placed increasing pressure on forest product companies.

Aimed at institutional investors, GFFI seeks to highlight
the benefits of investing in forest product companies with
good management practices.  Specifically, it argues that the
globally recognised Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
certification scheme is one of the best indicators of sound
environmental management in the forestry sector.

Under GFFI, WWF is committed to providing investors
with the latest evidence on the impact certification is
having on forest product companies.  Two recently released
reports reveal a positive correlation between environmental
performance and stock market returns: The Future of the
Forest Sector: Maximising Environmental Benefits and Stock
Market Returns and Sustainable Forestry Pays.

Key findings in the reports:
• While the results are not yet conclusive, the reports

found that investors in forest product companies can
expect better returns on their investments by focusing 
on companies that have been certified to FSC standards.

• Companies embracing the voluntary certification scheme
enhance their competitive edge in the marketplace, as
well as their overall value.

• The benefits of FSC certification for forest companies are
many, including product differentiation, price premiums,
maintaining market access, improved forest productivity and
stakeholder relations, reduced insurance and capital costs,
and increased value of their key assets-mainly the forests.

• Companies adopting high standards of forest
management are better placed to expand their business
and generate positive results for investors.  

• Improved forestry management in the short-term may result
in higher costs.  Yet this is often offset under a longer-term
perspective by improved sales potential, a lower risk
premium and superior stock returns.

Contact: Chris Elliot on CElliott@wwfnet.org or see WWF’s web site 

on www.panda.org.

WWF's Global 
Forestry and Finance
Initiative

WWF's Global 
Forestry and Finance
Initiative



meetings and courses
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A priority-setting
workshop, organised
by the Albertine Rift
Conservation Society
(ARCOS), was held in
Kampala, Uganda in
July 1999. The
workshop brought
together NGO and

government
representatives, who despite the region’s political instability,
work towards the conservation of montane forests in the
Albertine Rift region (the area along the western branch of
the Rift Valley crossing western Uganda, eastern D R
Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania and northern Zambia). 

These forests are highly diverse, provide services for local
people, watershed protection and climatic regulation. The
forests are under increasing threat resulting from an
expansion of human demands upon land and resources and
from a lack of effective conservation measures. 

Hon. Baguma Isoke, Minister of State for
Lands, Water and Environment of
Uganda, was the Guest of Honour and
opened the workshop. He emphasised
the importance of cross-border co-
operation in conservation and

welcomed the regional initiative
promoted by ARCOS.

Participants recorded information on the conservation and
management status of individual forest areas, along with
details of ongoing and planned conservation initiatives, many
of which are community-based. In addition the priority
constraints to forest conservation were identified in each
country. Future opportunities and priorities were discussed,
and a shortlist of priority and feasible activities was prepared
together with responsibilities for follow up, which will be
co-ordinated by ARCOS. A focal group was established in
each country to monitor effectively follow up activities.

The workshop developed a
number of recommendations
focusing particularly on the
better understanding of the
region’s forests, provision of
effective information, exchange
of experiences, collaboration on
conservation actions for critical
sites and a biannual forum. 

The workshop was supported by
WWF/World Bank Alliance, FAO
(TCDC/TCCT Experts
Programme), Tropical Rainforest
Programme of the Netherlands
Committee for IUCN, The Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds,
and The Polden-Puckham
Charitable Foundation, UK.

A concise summary and final report of the

workshop are available. For further information,

contact ARCOS: c/o WCMC, 219 Huntingdon

Road, Cambridge, CB3 0DL, UK. 

Tel: + 44(0) 1223 277314 Fax: + 44 (0) 1223

277136, Email: samk@wcmc.org.uk 

Web Site: http://www.wcmc.org.uk/arcos

Calendar of Events

Convention on Biological Diversity
5th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties
15-26 May 2000, Nairobi, Kenya
Contact: CBD Secretariat, World Trade Center, 393 Jaques St,
Suite 300, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2Y 1N9
Tel: +1-514-288-2220
Fax: +1-514-288-6588
E-mail: chm@biodiv.org
Web: http://www.biodiv.org

Confédération Européene du Liége
1st World Congress on Cork Oak and Cork
15-17 June 2000 (provisional), Parques das Nações, Lisbon,
Portugal
Contact: Agro.Ges, Av da República, no 412, 2750-475
Cascias, Portugal
Tel/fax: +351-1-483-5743
E-mail: agroges@mail.telepac.pt
Web: http://www.agroges.pt

Kyrgyz-Swiss Forestry Support Programme
International Symposium: Management of Juniper Forests
6-11 August 2000, Osh, Kyrgyzstan 
Contact: Irina Yunusova, LES-IC, P.O.box 2011, Central Post
Office Bishkek, 720000, Kyrgyzstan, CIS.
Fax: +996 312 279 634; +996 312 279 057
E-mail: irina@lesic.elcat.kg

Taiga Rescue Network
Boreal Forests of the World V
18-22 September, 2000, Moscow
Contact: TRN, Box 116, S-962 23, Jokkmokk, Sweden
Fax: +46-971-17039
Email: taiga@jokkmokk.se
Web: http://www.snf.se/TRN/

From top right corner: Nyungwe forest, East lowland gorilla, Lake Kivu and
Hills above the Semliki river. Photographs courtesy of the ARCOS website.

Regional framework for effective conservation of

Albertine Rift montane
forests, Africa 




