




news in brief

PNG’s biggest protected area: In September, three new wildlife
management areas were created in Papua New Guinea, linking up
with two existing protected areas. Together this will form the largest
protected area in PNG and will protect almost 2 million hectares,
straddling the borders of PNG and Indonesia. The new wildlife
management areas will be managed by local landowner committees,
with assistance from WWF to promote protection of wildlife and
habitat, and sustainable enterprises such as eco-tourism.
Source: www.panda.org, 28 September, 2007

Corridor for ‘new’ wild ox: Two local authorities in Vietnam have
agreed to establish new nature reserves to protect the saola, a
critically endangered wild ox discovered 15 years ago and found only
in the Annamite Mountains of Vietnam and Lao PDR. The reserves
will link up with the Bach Ma National Park to secure a landscape
corridor for the saola and other important species. When the saola
was discovered in 1992, it was the first large mammal to be
discovered anywhere in the world since 1936. Very little is known
about the species, the global population of which is thought to
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feature

Charlotte Streck of Climate Focus considers the

multiple roles that forests play in combating

climate change, and the increasing prominence 
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focus

New forest director: Rod Taylor is WWF International's new
Forests Programme Director. He replaces Duncan Pollard who has
been promoted to Director, Conservation Practice and Policy,
overseeing WWF's global climate change, forests, freshwater,
marine and species programmes, among others, following
restructuring of the WWF International secretariat. Rod has over
20 years' experience in policy-related natural resource
management. He joined WWF in 1998 as Coordinator of the WWF-
World Bank Alliance and later as Asia-Pacific Forest Coordinator.
Rod also initiated WWF's Global Forest and Trade Network (GFTN)
in the Asia-Pacific region.

WWF news in brief 

Soh Koon Chng of WWF International describes

some of WWF’s current work on forests and

climate change.

WWF is committed to keeping global warming well below

a 2°C increase on pre-industrial temperatures and

dramatically reducing deforestation. Given the key role of

forests in mitigating climate change and the importance of

reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation(REDD), these two goals are intertwined. WWF believes

that a successor agreement to the Kyoto Protocol specifying

targets for reducing industrial emissions and REDD can

help achieve both goals. Setting these targets requires input

from technical and political realities on the ground.

WWF is therefore developing a portfolio of field-based

projects on sequestration and REDD to gain knowledge 

and experience that can feed directly into ongoing policy

debates, enhance project design and management, and

influence actions taken by other organizations,

governments and the corporate sector.

Guidelines are being developed to help ensure high quality

standards and steer the carbon market towards investment

in projects that do more than just reduce global warming.

Projects should be designed and implemented so that they

contribute to maintaining global biodiversity values,

providing goods and services to forest-dependent peoples,

preserving cultural heritage values and contributing to

sustainable development objectives of rural communities.

One such project is the Terai Arc Landscape Programme,

jointly implemented by WWF and the government of Nepal. This integrated programme, with landscape-wide

restoration activities, provides useful insights for forestcarbon projects that also benefit biodiversity conservation

and local livelihoods. The project uses an “institutional
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