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Chair’s Summary 

Siracusa Environment Ministerial Meeting 
 

Castello Maniace, Siracusa  

22-24 April, 2009 
 

The Minister of the Environment of Italy, in the framework of the G8 Italian 

Presidency, convened on April 22-24 the Environment Ministerial Meeting in 

Siracusa. 

 

The Minister was joined by Environment Ministers and senior officials from G8 

countries (Canada, France, Federal Republic of Germany, Japan,  Russian Federation, 

the United Kingdom, the 
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A consultation with NGOs and Civil Society preceded the discussion. 

WWF International, Birdlife International, World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development, Trade Union Advisory Committee to the OECD (TUAC), Business 

and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD (BIAC), Global Coalition Against 

Poverty (GCAP), WWF Italia, Legambiente, Oxfam/Ucodep, Campagna Riforma 

Banca Mondiale, Action Aid Italia, End Water Poverty Italia, and the Italian Trade 

Uniones CGIL, CISL e UIL took part to the exchange of views. 

 

Ministers and senior officials discussed development and deployment of low carbon 

technologies in the context of the current financial and economic crises, actions to 

address climate change and biodiversity. 

 

Children’s health and the environment was also part of the Siracusa agenda. 

 

Low Carbon Technologies 

 

The Session on Low Carbon Technologies has been prepared by the technical “High 

Level Forum on Low Carbon Technologies” organized in the framework of the 

Italian Presidency of the G8 that was held in Trieste on April 3
rd

 and 4
th
 2009.  

 

In the introductory key note speech on “Ensuring Green Growth in a Time of 

Economic Crisis: the Role of Energy Technology” Mr. Nabuo Tanaka, Executive 

Director of the International Energy Agency highlighted the following: 

“A global energy revolution will be needed if we are successfully to tackle the 

challenges posed by climate change and low-carbon technologies must be at its 

heart.  The change required is both unprecedented and urgent, but it can be achieved 

if we start acting now. The economic stimulus packages being adopted by many 

governments provide an excellent opportunity to kick-start cleaner, more sustainable 

growth in the energy sector, while delivering jobs and competitiveness”. 
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Several Ministers highlighted that low carbon technologies for the reduction of global 

emissions, such as energy efficiency technologies, renewable energies and 

sustainable biofuels, are already available. What it has to be addressed urgently is the 

effective deployment and dissemination of these technologies supported by adequate 

investments. To this regard private sector representatives recalled the importance of 

having a clear long term regulatory framework to create an enabling environment for 

high capital investments. 

 

The Chair recognized  a wide consensus on the relevant mitigation potential of 

energy efficiency in all sectors and on the need to adopt 
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Biodiversity 

 

The session was opened by a keynote speech of  Mr. Pavan Sukhdev, Study Leader 

of the TEEB and UNEP Project Leader - Green Economy, who introduced the theme 

“Biodiversity, Ecosystem Services and Poverty”. He presented a number of examples 

to prove the relationship between the unsustainable use of biodiversity and economic 

loss, labour market instability and poverty. He also showed how conserving 

biodiversity helps to reduce poverty and enhance human well being, contributes 

significantly to mitigation and adaption to climate change, reduces risks of market 

instability and provides new opportunities for business. Investing in biodiversity 

today will avoid future costs for ecosystem restoration.  

 

Before opening the floor to the discussion, the Chair also invited Mr Ahmed 

Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary to the Convention on Biological Diversity, to take the 

floor and address the Ministers. Mr Djoghlaf highlighted the importance of the 

relationship between biodiversity and economics in order to achieve the MDGs. As 

we are approaching 2010, the International Year of Biodiversity, he also stressed the 

urgent need to develop the post-2010 strategy. For this reason he also welcomed the 

Carta di Siracusa on Biodiversity as a milestone in this process. 

 

All of the participants expressed their appreciation for the agreement reached on the 

Carta di Siracusa on Biodiversity, underlining the added value brought by the 

enlarged participation of international organizations and Countries other than the G8. 

 

The issues of the relationship between biodiversity and ecosystem services, the 

economic loss due to the environmental crisis and the cost of inaction, also recalling 

the TEEB study, were raised by a number of Ministers and representatives of 

International Organisations. 

 

Participants stressed that biodiversity and ecosystem services r
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The issue of promoting new and additional financial mechanisms in order to provide 

adequate resources to meet the need to implement biodiversity conservation policies 
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environmental protection and sustainable development. Ministers  have discussed the 

unique circumstances of children in their homes, schools and communities, and find 

that we can do more to ensure that children are born, grow, develop and thrive in 

environments with clean air, clean water, safe food, and minimal exposure to harmful 

chemicals.   

 

The G8 countries identify several actions that are appropriate this day: promote rapid 

phase out of lead in paint, complete the global elimination of lead in gasoline, 

collaborate on research studies and research related to the children’s health and the 

environment including impacts of chemicals and heavy metals, effects of climate 

change, and improve the knowledge and build the capacity of all professionals 


