Proposal

Inclusion of the scalloped hammerhead shark Sphyrna
lewini in Appendix Il in accordance with Artcle |l
paragraph 2(a) of the Conventon, satsfying Criterion A

in Annex 2a of Resoluton Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP14): “It is
known, or can be inferred or projected, that the regulaton
of trade in the species is necessary to avoid it becoming
eligible for inclusion in Appendix | in the near future.”

Inclusion of the great hammerhead shark Sphyrna
mokarran and smooth hammerhead shark Sphyrna
zygaena in Appendix Il in accordance with Artcle Il
paragraph 2(b) of the Conventon, satsfying Criterion
Ain Annex 2b of Resoluton Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP14):
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the Eastern Tropical Pacifc, recent cases of thousands
of fnned hammerhead carcasses found near marine
protected areas (MPAs) where shark fshing is
prohibited provide evidence that these protectons
are not sufcient to stem Fshing of these species.
Similarly, a 2004 decree banning exports of shark fns
from Ecuador resulted in the establishment of new
illegal trade routes through Peru and Colombia, which,
given their value to this trade, are likely to include
hammerhead species.

Legal Status

Hammerhead sharks are listed in Annex I, Highly
Migratory Species, of the UN Conventon on the Law of
the Sea, yet no arrangements have yet been established
for cooperatng in the management of these species. S.
lewini was included in CITES Appendix Il in September
2012 at the request of Costa Rica, thus establishing the
requirement for issuance and verifcaton by importng
countries of a CITES export permit for this species from
Costa Rica and a certfcate of origin for the species
from other exportng countries.

At the regional level, nine RFMOs, including the
Internatonal Commission for the Conservaton of
Atlantc Tunas-ICCAT and the I0TC — along with the
European Union and at least 21 other countries,
including the USA, Chile, and Australia — have established
shark-fnning bans, which require the full utlizaton

of captured sharks and encourage the live release

of incidentally caught sharks. This measure has the
potental to reduce the numbers of hammerhead sharks
killed solely for their fns but can only be efectve with
sufFcient monitoring, controls, and enforcement.

ICCAT has adopted additonal measures, namely a
prohibiton on retenton, transshipment, landing,



