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Event

Banking on mangroves: a case for
investing in coastal ecosystems is
organised jointly by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Pakistan and the South Asian
Network for Development and
Environmental Economics (SANDEE).

The three-day orientation workshop
and policy seminar will focus on the
management of coastal ecosystems,
with particular reference to mangrove
forests in South Asia.

The aim is to raise awareness regard-
ing the economic significance of
coastal ecosystems, to examine the

range of services provided by man-
groves, to understand the economic
implications of mangrove destruction,
and to identify the challenges of con-
serving coastal ecosystems. The
workshop and seminar will provide a
forum for knowledge sharing, based
on research concerning the valuation
of mangrove ecosystems in South
Asia. The workshop will also introduce
participants to some of the tools that
are employed to conduct a valuation
of natural resources.

Participants

The event aims to inform civil society,
coastal zone managers, NGO staff,
academics, researchers and policy




makers about the ecosystem services
that coastal areas provide, and to create
awareness about how these services can
best be used, managed and conserved.

The first two days, consisting of an
orientation workshop, are aimed at a
mixed group of individuals from various
government agencies involved in coastal
zone management, as well as academ-
ics and members of civil society. The
policy seminar on the third day is specif-
ically designed to introduce to policy
makers, politicians and civil servants the
idea that coastal ecosystems are sound
investments because they carry great
potential economic value.
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