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For life, for the future 
Biosphere reserves and  
climate change

UNESCOôs programme ĂMan and the Biosphere 
(MAB)ò is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year.  
On this occasion, an international conference in Dresden 
Radebeul, Germany, will assemble high-level representa-
tives from politics, administration, science and practice 
to discuss the future of the MAB programme in times of 
climate change.

The conference is to demonstrate how 564 biosphere re-
serves from 109 countries, beyond conserving biodiver-
sity, can contribute to implementing strategies on climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. Biosphere reserves as 
model regions for sustainable development make avail-
able extensive experiences, for example on sustainable 
land use, green economies, conservation of ecosystem-
services as well as research and education. Measures 
are developed and implemented by closely involving 
the local population.The conference intends to trigger a 
dialogue and thereby focus resources as well as develop 
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