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IUCN at a Glance
Founded in 1948, the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
is the world’s oldest and largest global 
environmental network - a democratic 
membership union with more than 
1,000 government and NGO member 
organizations, and almost 11,000 
volunteer scientists in more than 160 
countries. IUCN’s work is supported by 
a global secretariat of 60 offices and 
hundreds of partners in public, NGO and 
private sectors around the world. IUCN’s 
mission is to influence, encourage and 
assist societies throughout the world 
to conserve the integrity and diversity 
of nature and to ensure that any use 
of natural resources is equitable and 
ecologically sustainable.

As a union, IUCN aspires to play an 
influential role in the shaping of new 
global alliances, new ways of thinking 
and innovative solutions by linking the 
conservation with the development 
communities and enhancing their 
capacity to influence decisions and 
actions.

IUCN’s key assets are: 
Providing credible, trusted knowledge•	
Convening and building partnerships •	
for action
Maintaining a global-to-local and local-•	
to-global reach
Influencing standards and practices•	
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Publications on  
Ecosystems and DRR:

Disaster Risk, Livelihoods and Natural Barriers, Strengthening 
Decision-Making Tools for Disaster Risk Reduction.  A Case Study 
from Northern Pakistan. 




