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commitment to the MDGs, iLUC mitigation 
should also address social issues by enabling 
communities to benefit from biofuel 
developments, and associated opportunities 
for enhanced livelihoods and rural 
development. 
 
Proactively mitigating iLUC risks 
 
Land use change is a leading cause of 
biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation, 
and agricultural production is a major driver of 
land use change4. Biofuels-related iLUC is 
caused by increased demand for agricultural 
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other natural resources, and on vulnerable 
groups. The four EC studies primarily 
consider GHG emissions impacts from iLUC, 
and are therefore insufficient as a basis for 
determining the full significance of iLUC 
impacts on other environmental and social 
aspects. Comprehensively addressing iLUC 
should mean that all associated indirect 
impacts are addressed.  
 
2. On the basis of the available evidence, do 

you think that EU action is needed to 
address indirect land use change? 

 
Yes. IUCN recognizes that, as a small but 
rapidly expanding contributor to increased 
agricultural demand and associated 
production, biofuels promoted by EU biofuel 
mandates are influencing global land use 
change patterns both directly and indirectly. 
Results from the four EC studies consistently 
show that EU biofuel policies will impact 
agricultural commodity production, prices and 
trade flows. Sustainability criteria within the 
RES-D attempt to prevent some direct 
negative impacts from feedstock cultivation 
on biodiversity and carbon stocks, but do not 
address indirect negative impacts resulting 
from displaced land uses. 
 
On the basis of available evidence, IUCN 
believes EU action is needed to prevent iLUC 
from occurring in the first place, thereby 
proactively addressing indirect impacts on 
GHG emissions, biodiversity, other 
environmental aspects and vulnerable 
groups.  
 
3. If action is to be taken, and if it is to have 

the effect of encouraging greater use of 
some categories of biofuel and/or less use 
of other categories of biofuel than would 
otherwise be the case, it would be 
necessary to identify these categories of 
biofuel on the basis of the analytical work. 
As such, do you think it is possible to draw 
sufficiently reliable conclusions on whether 
indirect land use change impacts of biofuels 




