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Summary Table: Environmental Impact Assessment
IUCN Environmental Law Centre

Triggers e Project proposals

initiating the process e Financial grants or other form of financial assistance to a project

e Grants of interest in land to enable a project to be carried out

e Exercise of a regulatory duty
-e.g. issuance of a permit or licence

Screening e Legislation may specify specific projects, works or permits requiring
preliminary Environmental Assessment (EA)

e Reviewing agency discretion [If reviewer of EA deems project poses
potential significant effects, may require EIA from proponent.]

e Categorical prohibitions

e Domestic criteria

o Criteria for determining ‘significance’ of impacts may include following:
Issues of environmental consideration

¢ Impact on physical environment and geographic area

e Degree of impact on health

e Degree of unknown risk

e Potential for cumulative environmental impact

¢ Impact on natural functions of ecosystems

e Impact on natural or scientific resources

e Impact on rare or endangered species or their habitats

e Impact on fish and wildlife resources
Issues of social consideration

o Degree of impact on health

e Participatory process

e Degree to which environmental effects are likely to involve controversy

e Degree of unknown risks

e Impact on historical or cultural resources
Issues of economic consideration

¢ Review of the financial allocation to project

e Impact on cultural, scientific, historic, economic resources

e Impact on fish and wildlife resources

Scoping e  Checklist of possible environmental concerns

e Determine types of experts to be involved

Review Requirements e Reviewing agency reviews results of EIA report to ensure its
thoroughness and compliance to terms of reference. It should ensure
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Mitigation of
Impacts/ Measures

Review of comments submitted by public following the circulation of EIA
findings (oral or written submissions)

Independent audit may be required

Public disclosure of EIA findings to be open for review and comment
from the public (e.g. through online postings, circulation of information
in print, circulation of information in media, community meetings where
information is communicated orally to local peoples)

Administrative tribunal competent to hear challenges of administrative
decisions taken in regard to project approval

The right to file judicial review application should be provided

Some information (except sensitive business information) may be
subject to disclosure requirements under access to information laws
Environmental Management Plan

Environmental Remediation Plan

Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan

Technical and managerial actions to mitigate anticipated adverse impacts
on environment, health and safety

Alternative




