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4. Priority-setting Estimates of the total number of tree species in the world vary from 80,..0 to7495,..0. It is cl

ear that there is a need 

for priority setting among the many species and e

cosystems which may qualify for action. 
The general aim of priority setting i

s to7compare the consequences and trade-offs of

 a number of alternative 

c h o i c e s  a n d  a c t i o n s .  I t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  s o m e  e c o s y s t e m s

,  s p e c i e s  o r  g e n e t i c  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  l o

w e r  p r i o r i t y  t h a n  

others. This is not to7say that they have no conse rvation value, rather, that in relation to7agreed-upon,7common 

local, national or international goals in any one programme, some species or actions are not as urgent as others 

(FAO 2007, Williams 1999).Relative priorities within any one country will b

e determined by balancing socio-economic, env

ironmental and 

cultural values assessed in the light of susceptibility or likelihood of loss or degrad

ation of ecosystems and genetic 

resources of species targeted for action. At the regional and global levels, priorit

y-setting will, in addition, take 

into7account7common interests and commonality of priority species and activities. Priority settin

g is complicated 

greatly by the lack of even basic information on the variation, variation patterns and potentialities of many (or 

most) species.Forest management interventions and non-intervention, which are based on local and nay-set5632 o9(l, in additio04445wid2 8281 hold3.56tr5.cip and po50.ordegement ir93
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3. Valuing the forests in Kenya on Micro levelFrom the micro level, the access of rural population to forests' resources, mainly for fue




























