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Oceanic whitetip shark  
Carcharhinus longimanus

Proposed action	 Listing on CITES Appendix II 
Lead proponent  	 Colombia
Co-sponsors	 Brazil, United States 
Annotation	 	 Entry into effect delayed by 18 months to allow Parties  
			   to resolve technical and administrative issues

 
The oceanic whitetip shark is a slow-growing, globally threatened species that 
has been seriously overfished by pelagic fisheries around the world, primarily for 
its fins.  International demand for fins continues to drive retention of incidentally 
caught oceanic whitetip sharks.  The distinctive appearance of oceanic whitetip 
fins makes them readily identifiable in trade. CITES Appendix II listing is warranted 
to facilitate compliance with fisheries measures agreed by dozens of nations and 
establishment of science-based export limits, thereby complementing national 
and regional efforts toward recovery and sustainable use.

Overview



Oceanic whitetip shark

Distribution 
The oceanic whitetip shark is found around the world, 
generally in far-offshore tropical and subtropical waters, 
to about 30o latitude.
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