




Hammerhead sharks

CITES History
The	USA	and	Palau	proposed	the	scalloped,	great,	and	
smooth hammerhead sharks for listing in CITES Appendix 
II	at	CoP15	in	2010.		The	proposal	received	support	from	
a	majority	of	Parties,	but	not	the	two-thirds’	majority	re-
quired for adoption.  In 2012, Costa Rica listed the ham-
merhead shark in CITES Appendix III, thereby requiring 
CITES export permits for all hammerhead products leav-
ing Costa Rica, and a certificate of origin for hammerhead 
imports	from	all	other	CITES	Parties.

Expert Advice
TRAFFIC	has	recommended	that	Parties	support	the	
proposal to list hammerhead sharks, based on its con-
clusions that all three species meet the decline criteria 
for Appendix II (Resolution Conf. (Rev. CoP15) Annex 2a 
Criterion A), as regulation is required to ensure they do 
not become eligible for inclusion in Appendix I.  In addi-
tion, based on the difficulty of differentiating among fins 
from the three species, TRAFFIC finds that the great and 
smooth hammerheads also meet the criteria for inclusion 
in Appendix II under the look-alike criteria (Resolution 
Conf. (Rev. CoP15) Annex 2b Criterion A).

The	ad	hoc	Expert	Panel	convened	by	FAO	to	review	
CITES proposals for marine species found that the scal-
loped hammerhead shark meets the biological criteria 
for listing on Appendix II, and that the great and smooth 
hammerhead sharks fulfill the Appendix II listing criteria 
stipulated in the look-alike clause.  Both the IUCN/TRAF-
FIC	analyses	and	the	FAO	Expert	Panel	report	note	that	
some hammerhead populations already meet the decline 
criteria for inclusion in Appendix I.  The CITES Secretariat 
recommends that this proposal be adopted. 

Proposal #43

Listing the hammerhead shark under CITES Appendix II is:
•	 Warranted under the listing criteria;
•	 Essential to ensuring that international trade is held to sustainable levels;
•	 Complementary to fisheries management efforts;
•	 Key to improving data on fisheries and trade; and
•	 Consistent with international and regional policy commitments.

Our coalition urges CITES Parties to vote in favor of Proposal #43 to list 
the scalloped, great, and smooth hammerhead sharks (Sphyrna lewini, 
Sphyrna mokarran, and Sphyrna zygaena) on CITES Appendix II at CoP16.

Call to action

References
Information in this fact sheet is based on that in the listing proposal, the associ-
ated IUCN/TRAFFIC analyses, the TRAFFIC Recommendations, the 2012 FAO 
Ad	Hoc	Expert	Panel	report,	the	CITES	Secretariat’s	findings,	and:		

Camhi,	M.D.,	Valenti,	S.V.,	Fordham,	S.V.,	Fowler,	S.L.	&	Gibson,	C.	2009.	
The Conservation Status of Pelagic Sharks and Rays: Report of the IUCN 
Shark Specialist Group Pelagic Shark Red List Workshop. IUCN Species 
Survival	Commission	Shark	Specialist	Group.	Newbury,	UK.	x	+	78p.

Clarke,	S.C.,	McAllister,	M.K.,	Milner-Gulland,	E.J.,	Kirkwood,	G.P.,	Michiels-
ens,	C.G.J.,	Agnew,	D.J.,	Pikitch,	E.K.,	Nakano	H.	&	Shivji,	M.S.	2006.	

Global Estimates of Shark Catches using Trade Records from Commercial 
Markets. Ecology Letters	9:	1115–1126.

Clarke, S.C., Magnussen, J.E., Abercrombie, D.L., McAllister, M.K. & Shiviji, 
M.S. 2006. Identification of shark species composition and proportion in the 
Hong Kong shark fin market based on molecular genetics and trade records. 
Conservation Biology	20(1):	201–211.

Lack,	M.	&	Sant,	G.	2008.	Illegal,	unreported	and	unregulated	shark	catch:	
A review of current knowledge and action. Department of the Environment, 
Water,	Heritage	and	the	Arts	and	TRAFFIC,	Canberra.


