
Manta rays   
Manta birostris & Manta alfredi 

Proposed action	 Listing on CITES Appendix II 
Lead proponent  	 Ecuador, Brazil and Colombia	

 
The giant manta (Manta birostris) and the reef manta (Manta alfredi) are globally 
threatened, exceptionally vulnerable rays that are facing intensifying fishing 
pressure in warm waters around the world due primarily to expanding markets 
for their gill rakers, which are used in traditional Chinese medicine.  Unregulated 
fisheries driven by this demand are depleting manta populations and squandering 
substantial economic benefits of manta-based tourism. CITES Appendix II listing 
is warranted to improve manta fisheries and trade data, establish science-based 
export limits, bolster enforcement of national protections, and complement listing 
under the Convention for Conservation of Migratory Species.

Overview

46
PROPOSAL 

# 



Manta rays

Distribution 
Manta rays occur in tropical, subtropical, and temperate 
waters of the Atlantic, Indian, and Pacific Oceans, often 
along productive coasts and offshore islands.  The giant 
manta ray is found in tropical, subtropical and temperate  
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Manta ray fishing takes place in many countries, including 
China, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Mozambique, 
Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, and Thailand.   
FAO landings statistics do not differentiate between 
manta and devil rays, and are seriously incomplete be-
cause most fishing countries do not report their catches.  
The reported landings (manta and devil ray combined) 
rose from about 350 metric tons (t) in 1998 to 930t in 
2000, decreased to around 100t per year between 2001 
and 2003, shot up to more than 4000t in 2008, and 
then declined again.  Studies based on market surveys 
estimate annual take at 4,652 manta rays. Because of 
their relatively low value, manta ray carcasses are often 
discarded at sea after the gill rakers are removed.   

International Trade
The gill rakers of manta rays are traded internationally, pri-
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