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IUCN Report on Conservation Status of Open Ocean Sharks & Rays 
 
Pelagic shark fishing 
 
 
How? 
Open ocean (“pelagic”) sharks and rays are caught in longline, purse seine, and gillnet fisheries.   
 
How much? 
According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), worldwide 
landings of “sharks” (including rays and chimaeras) averaged about 400,000 tonnes (t) in the 
1960s, increased to 630,000t in the 1980s and peaked in 2003 at about 900,000t.  In 2007, 
781,326t were reported, about 10% of which were pelagic species.  
 
Where? 
Of the 2007 shark landings, 38% came from the Atlantic, 34% from the Pacific, and 28% from 
the Indian Ocean.  The greatest expansion of shark fishing has occurred in the Indian Ocean. 


