
ABSTRACTS 
 

1 

 

 
 

 
 

Invasive Alien Species: the Urban 
Dimension 
Strengthening local action in Europe’s urban 
areas  





ABSTRACTS 
 

3 

 

DBU projects for river restoration) and lastly an on-going project for the risk assessment of the invasiveness 
of neozoa on the common wall lizard [Podarcis muralis], for example, in Germany.  
 
Within the German PhD scholarship programme, the subject of invasive species has also become 
interesting. Three current dissertations from scholarship holders covering the following topics have been 
completed:  
 

• the distribution of quagga mussels [Dreissena rostriformis bugensis] in Germany, 
• the identification of species of invasive types of crabs in the southern North Sea and  
• the coexistence between native and imported types of crayfish in Central Europe.  

 
Dissertations on the research of raccoon populations in Germany and the competition between the invasive 
signal crayfish [Pacifastacus leniusculus] and native species of fish have almost been completed. 
 
 
 

Invasive alien species, a serious threat to Europe’ s biodiversity  
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To the contrary, activities related to identification and control of pathways and early detection have only been 
seldom seen in LIFE. This is clearly an area for improvement, but would require the involvement of different 
stakeholders than those normally active in nature conservation. 
 
Hardly any project has been financed dealing with IAS activities within urban areas, while many of them deal 
with the impact on natural areas of IAS coming from urban settlements. Several of those deal with control of 
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horticulture and invasive alien plants. Furthermore, this Code has led to other Codes of conduct being 
developed by the Council of Europe: a European Code of conduct on botanic gardens and invasive alien 
plants, a European Code of conduct on zoological gardens and aquaria and invasive alien species, and a 
European Code of conduct on recreational fishing and invasive alien species which are under preparation. 
 
Reference 
Heywood V & Brunel S (2011) Code of conduct on horticulture and invasive alien plants. Convention on the 
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) Nature and environment, no. 162. 
95 p. 
 
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/nature/bern/ias/Documents/Publication_Code_en.pdf 
 
 
 

The London Invasive Species Initiative 
Karen Harper, Manager, London Invasive Species Initiative 
 
London has a long history of human movement both in and out of the capital which has facilitated the 
transport of plants and animals. In modern times, the development of cheap and accessible transport has 
seen an increase in both the number of individuals 
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studied regions, but the level of propagule pressure is usually unknown. For propagule pressure several 
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undertaken to quantify the potential detrimental impact the New Zealand flatworm might have on agricultural 
production or below or above ground biodiversity. 
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Eradicating American Eastern Grey Squirrels in Geno a Nervi urban park 
Luc Wauters, Scientist, Department of Theoretical and Applied Sciences 
University of Insubria, Varese  
 
The target species for this case study is the American Eastern grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) present in 
an urban park in the city of Genoa. This population of grey squirrels originated from five specimens 
introduced from Norfolk (U.S.A.) in 1966 in Genoa Nervi urban park. Today we estimate 200 (150-300) 
animals, most of them confined in the urban parks system in the eastern outskirts of Genoa.  
 
The grey squirrel is a North American species that 




