




effective methods to interpret this scientific information in order to make informed 

decisions. The scientific community also needs to understand the needs of decision 

makers better in order to provide them with the relevant information. In essence, the 

dialogue between the scientific community, governments, and other stakeholders on 

biodiversity and ecosystem services needs to be strengthened. 

 

IPBES was established to this end. It provides a mechanism recognized by both the 

scientific and policy communities to synthesize, review, assess and critically evaluate 

relevant information and knowledge generated worldwide by governments, academia, 

scientific organizations, non-governmental organizations and indigenous communities. 

This involves a credible group of experts in conducting assessments of such information 

and knowledge in a transparent way.  

 

IPBES is unique in that it will aim to strengthen capacity for the effective use of science 

in decision-making at all levels. IPBES will also aim to address the needs of Multilateral 

Environmental Agreements that are related to biodiversity and ecosystem services, and 

build on existing processes ensuring synergy and complementarities in each other’s 

work. 

 

Next steps for IPBES 

 

An ambitious agenda has been set by the meeting, paving the way for the second 

meeting of the platform (IPBES-2), where IPBES's forward-looking work programme is 

expected to be agreed.  

 



• In some regions, 95 per cent of wetlands have been lost. Two-thirds of the 

world’s largest rivers are now moderately to severely fragmented by dams and 

reservoirs. 

• Vertebrate populations have declined on average by 30 per cent since 1970; 

around 20 per cent of vertebrate species are now under threat.  

• The extinction risk is increasing faster for corals than for any other group of living 

organisms, with the condition of coral reefs declining by 38 per cent since 1980. 

Rapid contraction is projected by 2050.  

 

 

2. The four areas of work of IPBES are the following: 

 

• To identify and prioritise key scientific information needed for policymakers and 

to catalyse efforts to generate new knowledge; 

• To perform regular and timely assessments of knowledge on biodiversity and 

ecosystem services and their interlinkages; 

• To support policy formulation and implementation by identifying policy-relevant 

tools and methodologies; and  

• To prioritise key capacity building needs to improve the science-policy interface, 

and to provide and call for financial and other support for the highest-priority 

needs related directly to its activities. 

 

 

3. IPBES overview - role, mandate and key principles: 

 

• To collaborate with existing initiatives on biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

including Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs), United Nations bodies 

and networks of scientists and knowledge holders, to fill gaps and build upon 

their work, while avoiding duplication; 

• To be scientifically independent and ensure credibi




