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Mediterranean  Endemic 
Freshwater Fish

Red List of

Rivers and other freshwater bodies provide primary resources (water and þsheries) to people, but they are also 
irreplaceable habitats for thousands of species of animals and plants.

253 endemic þsh species occur in the Mediterranean basin. These þshes are unique to the Mediterranean and do 
not exist anywhere else ð if they disappear from the Mediterranean region, this component of the world natural 
heritage is lost forever.

56% of the endemic freshwater þsh in the Mediterranean basin are threatened with extinction.

Water pollution and water extraction are the two greatest current threats to the future of Mediterranean endemic 
þsh. The increasing prevalence of droughts exacerbates these threats.

A number of sites have been identiþed as regionally important for endemism and as centres of threatened spe-
cies.

Biodiversity considerations should be included in any development and management planning, especially for 
dams and irrigation projects.
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