
Since the Hohhot workshop in June 2008, the Temperate 
Grasslands Conservation Initiative (TGCI) has been focused on 
getting indigenous temperate grasslands included more formally on 
the global agenda, initiating the development of four regional action 
plans, developing a world temperate grassland map and locating 
funding support.  Fundraising continues to prove difficult. The J.M. 
Kaplan Fund recently informed us that they will continue to provide 
funding support into 2010; however, they have also let us know that 
this donation will be their final tranche of funding. The importance of 
finding other funding sources therefore cannot be overstated.
Temperate grasslands are one of the world’s great biomes.  
After cradling our needs for centuries, indigenous temperate 
grasslands are now the most altered and endangered ecosystem 
on the planet.  Indigenous temperate grasslands occur on every 
continent (except Antarctica) and occupy about 8% of the earth’s 
terrestrial surface.  Of this 8%, 
only 5% of it is currently protected 
within the global system of 
protected areas. 
Temperate grasslands have been 
converted for crop production, 
forest plantations, urbanization 
and other land uses such as 
energy and mining development. 
Much of the remainder is subject to 
intensive grazing. These practices 
have led and are continuing to 
lead to habitat loss, declining 
biodiversity, desertification and 
fragmentation. In addition, the 
specter of climate 






