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For immediate release: Sunday 17 May, 2009

IUCN Congratulates the six States for the
groundbreaking Coral Triangle Initiative on
Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security (CTI)

Manado, North Sulawesi, Indonesia, Sunday 17 May, 2009 (IUCN) — The main highlights of
this week was the Coral Triangle Summit where the Heads of States from the six countries
involved in the Coral Triangle Initiative signed the first inter-state agreement in the coral triangle
towards marine conservation efforts, supported by an NGO consortium.

“IUCN warmly congratulates the six governments of the CTI for their leadership in protecting the
most diverse coral reefs of the world. The Coral Triangle is truly the Amazon of the Sea”, says
Taholo Kami, IUCN Regional Director for Oceania Regional Office.

The Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security (CTI) was launched
yesterday at a Leaders Summit in Manado, North Sulawesi. This represent new ground breaking
commitments by the six governments to an extraordinary joint effort to safeguard the world’s
richest marine resources and thereby ensuring food security for millions of people who dependent
on these resources. The Heads of States of Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the
Philippines, Solomon Islands, and Timor Leste formally adopted one of the most comprehensive
and specific plans for marine conservation.

“IUCN fully supports this new multilateral partnership to help safeguard the marine and coastal
biological resources within the region in achieving their priority goals as stated in their Plans of
Action. IJUCN will seek to engage our Species Survival commission, World Commission on
Protected Areas (WCPA) and other members. IUCN Oceania will seek to align this initiative with
the Pacific Round table for nature conservation”, said Bernard O’Callaghan at the CTI Summit
intervention on behalf of IUCN.

The Coral Triangle, the epicenter of marine life and diversity contains 76% of all known coral
species and more than 3000 fish species despite
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About IUCN

IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic solutions to our
most pressing environment and development challenges by supporting scientific research; managing field
projects all over the world; and bringing governments, NGOs, the UN, international conventions and
companies together to develop policy, laws and best practice.

The world's oldest and largest global environmental network, IUCN is a democratic membership union with
more than 1,000 government and NGO member organizations, and almost 11,000 volunteer scientists and
experts in some 160 countries. [IUCN's work is supported by over 1,000



