


trouble to reduce effluent discharges.  Water allocation was 
thus being seen as a social process of negotiating with 
stakeholders in the light of their different needs, rather than 
trying to impose technical solutions in isolation. 

Partly as a result of the project, and aided by South Africa’s 
changing political situation, the country’s progressive 
National Water Act of 1998 entrenched a basic right to 
guarantee proper river functioning by ensuring flows. This 
means that human water use from each of the river basins 
starts to come closer to being satisfactorily ensured within 
sustainable levels.

Benefits: Detrimental effects of water shortages and 
pollution on animals, plants and natural features in the park 
have to an extent been controlled. No major unnatural 
fish kills have occurred in recent years. Species which 
disappeared from main rivers which had dried up, have re-
colonised from pools and more persistent tributaries. 

Surrounding human communities living along rivers have 
also benefited from those improvements in flows and water 
quality. More water is now available for rural communities. 

As a consequence of the Water Act, emergent farmers 
along the Komati River in the Crocodile river catchment, 
once discriminated against under the apartheid system, 
now have official water allocations. Tourists are pleased 
that rivers in better condition are facilitating their game and 
landscape viewing. 

Fully operationalizing the implementation of these initiatives 
will take many years. 
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