
Name of site/location: Marine protected area network 
along the Island of Hawaii’s western shore, USA 

Site: The Hawaiian archipelago is largest and most isolated 
in the world, giving rise to species that occur nowhere else 
on earth, such as the Potter’s angelfish (Centropyge potteri), 
Bandit angelfish (Holacanthus arcuatus) and Tinker’s 
Butterflyfish (Chaetodon tinkeri).  The western shore of the 
Island of Hawaii (hereinafter West Hawai`i) hosts some of 
the most spectacular coral reefs within the main Hawaiian 
Island archipelago and has the most productive aquarium 
fishery in the State, with yellow tang (Zebrasoma flavescens) 
and goldring surgeonfish (Ctenochaetus strigosus) as the 
two commonly harvested species.  

Project: In 1999, a network of Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs) was established in West Hawaii. In addition to the 

existing 13 MPAs, the State of Hawaii set aside 9 new 
MPAs that prohibited aquarium fish harvesting.  These 
MPAs were established in response to public concern 
regarding perceived overharvesting of reef fishes from the 
aquarium trade and conflict between aquarium fishers and 
other community stakeholders, such as environmental 
organizations, recreational dive shops, Hawaiian 
communities, and the general public.  Collectively, these 
MPAs closed 35.2% of West Hawaii’s 110 mile long 
coastline to aquarium fish harvesting.

Benefits: In 2007, the perceptions of thirteen fishers with 
10+ years experience in West Hawaii’s aquarium fishery 
were evaluated to determine if their socioeconomic status 
changed subsequent to the implementation of an MPA 
network and if they were satisfied with their level of income 
from the fishery.  Most fishers indicated the fishery was 
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