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“The Sundarbans is the single largest single mangrove forest in the world with 80 percent 
of the global mangrove floral diversity. MFF simply would not be complete without the 
Sundarbans... Bringing the MFF to have a first hand experience with the Sundarbans, 
illustrating the beauty and the challenges face in conserving the Sundarbans allowed for an 
opportunity for the forest department to show how India has successfully dealt with these 
challenges to the rest of the world.. “, says N.C. Bahuguna, Chief Conservator and 
Director, Sundarban Biosphere Reserve. 
 

N.C. Bahuguna 

 
 

IUCN President embraces the MFF philosophy 
The recently elected IUCN President, Mr. Ashok Khosla attended a specially 
organised reception at ITC Sonar, Kolkata, India evening of 19 January. This was 
Mr. Khosla’s first official function as President of IUCN. He was thrilled of the 
MFF achievements so far and said that “MFF could be a model for how IUCN 
works”. 
 
Left: Mr. Parsheera Special Secretary MoEF, and Chair of the National Coordinating Body 
(NCB) for India together with Mr Ashok Khosla, IUCN President at the Reception 
 

 
 
 
MFF Regional Steering Committee (RSC) Approves Large Projects! 
 
The first call for MFF Large Projects was initiated after the third RSC meeting following approval of the guidelines 



 
 
 

 
The workshop brought together; administrators, reef managers, scientists and research 
students from Government and Non-Governmental organizations / Institutions. 
 
A total of 28 research papers and reports were presented at the workshop under five broad 
research areas: 1. Coral Status and Conservation, 2. Coral Associates, 3. Coral Diseases & 
molecular Studies, 4. Reproduction, Recruitment and Restoration, and 5. Coral environment 
and threats. The final output from this brainstorming workshop is to put together a status 
report on the coral reefs and its associates of India.  

  Mr. B.P. Nilarathna 
 
Engaging the Private Sector 
 
MFF about to launch its private sector programme in Thailand 
Coastal areas of Indian Ocean countries provide lucrative opportunities for business and industry, especially within 
the fisheries, tourism, oil and gas and transportation sectors. But much of the commerce, industry and development 
are taking place with scant regard to the environment, and with devastating consequences on coastal ecosystems 
and local livelihoods. Private sector actors in these sectors are simultaneously primary economic beneficiaries of 
coastal environmental services and ideally positioned to finance environmental service (ES) provision to support 
their economic activities. MFF is identifying ways of promoting sustainable opportunities and practices. To respond 
to these opportunities, MFF’s private sector programme seeks to build on existing CSR initiatives in the region and 
encourage a more explicit and demand-oriented coastal ecosystem investment regime amongst private 
stakeholders that will complement it

mailto:anne.walton@noaa.gov


http://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/asia/asia_where_work/pakistan/index.cfm?uNewsID=2304
http://www.lead.or.id/
http://www.ypb.or.id/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SBR © MFF Secretariat 
Field Visits 
 
The Sundarbans Biosphere Reserve (SBR) 
 
The Sundarbans Biosphere Reserve (SBR) was established in 1989 through a notification of the Ministry of 
Environment and Forest, Government of India under the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme. The 
Sundarbans is the largest intertidal area of approximately 26 000 km2 where two major riversystems meet, Ganga 



http://e-geo.fcsh.unl.pt/ICS2009/index.html
http://www.icriforum.org/thailandgm.html


http://www.wiomsa.org/filearchive/2/2743/Sixth%20Symposium-First%20Announcement.pdf
http://www.wiomsa.org/filearchive/2/2743/Sixth%20Symposium-First%20Announcement.pdf
mailto:info@woc2009.org
http://www.woc2009.org/home.php
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 Media 
 
The Indian media showed great interest in the eco-development activities in the Sundarbans and the MFF initiative. 

 
 

Left: Local woman being 
interviewed by NE Bangla 
TV about their saree 
weaving self-help group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Right:  MFF IUCN Co-chair, 

Ms. Aban Kabraji being 
interviewed by The Indian 
Express. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
New and Forthcoming Publications 
 
Coastal Oceans Research and Development in the Indian Ocean, Status Report, 2008 - A new report on 
the state of Indian Ocean coral reefs, launched in December by CORDIO, an organisation aligned with the Global 
Coral Reef Monitoring Network, states an overall trend of continued degradation, only alleviated by signs of 
recovery in some areas. “With this report, the far-reaching degradation of Indian Ocean coral reefs has become 
evident,” says Olof Linden of the CORDIO network and Professor at the World Maritime University (WMU), 
Malmö, Sweden.  
 
Adapting to Coastal Climate Change: A GUIDEBOOK FOR DEVELOPMENT PLANNERS. The new 
guidebook developed by URI-CRC, USAID and other partners provides an overview of how coastal areas will be 
impacted and existing tools or methods to assess vulnerability. Practitioners will value the detailed goal setting 
process for linking coastal climate change issues to potential adaptation actions. The guidebook provides unique 
perspectives on 17 common coastal interventions and how they need to be adapted for climate change. Policy-
makers will benefit from the integrated strategies for mainstreaming adaptation actions into multiple sectors and 
scales. Copies of the guidebook will be available in March at www.crc.uri.edu. 
 
 
 
Put your news in the next issue of the MFF E-Newsletter! 
Do you have any news or stories that you would like to feature in the next issue of the bi-monthly MFF Newsletter?  We 
invite you to send in your latest news and updates on projects and other activities to:  
e-news@mangrovesforthefuture.org.  
  
About MFF 
 
Mangroves for the Future (MFF), is a unique partner-led initiative to promote investment in coastal ecosystem 
which builds on a history of coastal management interventions before and after the 2004 tsunami, as well as 
extensive consultations with over 200 individuals and 160 institutions involved in coastal zone management. It 
focuses on the countries worst-affected by the tsunami; India, Indonesia, Maldives, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, and 
Thailand, as well as dialogue countries in the region that face similar issues. MFF uses mangroves as a flagship 
ecosystem but is inclusive of all coastal ecosystems. 
 
MFF provides a collaborative platform among the many different agencies, sectors and countries who are 
addressing challenges to coastal ecosystem and livelihood issues, to work towards a common goal. Through 
generating knowledge, empowering institutions and individuals to promote good governance in coastal ecosystem 
management MFF seeks to achieve demonstrable results in influencing regional cooperation, national programme 
support, private sector engagement and community action.  
 
To subscribe to this E-newsletter please send an email with SUBSCRIBE to  
e-news@mangrovesforthefuture.org and to unsubscribe write UNSUBSCRIBE. 
 
Produced by the MFF Secretariat with the financial support of Norad and Sida. 
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