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 hange were highlighted by the speakers.  
 
The guests were welcomed by Shah Murad Aliani, Count ry Representative IUCN Pakistan welcomed the 
guests and introduced the programme.  
 
Dr. Arshad Muhammad Khan, Executive Directory of t he Global Change Impact studies Centre highlighted 
the impacts of climate change in Pakistan and said t hat Pakistan’s concerns included increased variability 
of monsoon, receding of Himalayan glacier’s likely  impact on Indus River system flows, decreased capacity 
of water reservoirs and extreme events including floods and droughts. He said that climate change would 
induce severe water stress, and Pakistan will face food insecurity due to decreasing agricultural production. 
He also highlighted the degradation of ecosystems, biodiversity loss and saline water intrusion in the 
aquifers. 
 
Malik Amin Asalm, Former Minister of state for Environment said Pakistan was highly vulnerable to climate 
change due to its geo- political and geographic placement. He said the current negotiations at COP 15 are 
going to determine the construct of future scenario of global climate change policy, upon which Pakistan 
must be strategically aligned to avail itself to emerging opportunities. He said that Pakistan needs 
immediate assistance of environment friendly technology transfer, capacity building, support in promoting 
Clean Development Mechanism for mitigating climat e change and financing to adapt in sectors of 
agriculture, water and disasters. 
 
Noted economist, Dr. Pervaiz Amir said Pakistan faced multiple threats and its unique front line status puts 
it in a key position of a country with threatened environment. The threats go beyond glacier melt in the 
Himalayas and Karakorum as it would also face serious consequences from sea level rise threatening 
Karachi, Thatta and Badin and the coastline. Key asse ts like Gwader Port and the Coastal Highway would 
need extra protection. He said Pakistan needs to go a ll out in increasing its green cover by bringing new 
areas under plantation especially on fa rms, improving forest cover and improving management of the trees. 




